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Foreword by HRH Princess Alexandra

MEDAL RECIPIENTS 2021

POLICE MEDAL
PC Liam O’Connor
SILVER MEDAL
Joquin Garcia
Lukasz Koczocik
Georgia Laurie
SILVER MEDAL In Memoriam
Folajimi Olubunmi-Adewole

BRONZE MEDAL
SC Joseph Burridge
Craig Collins
Dr Jonathan Herron
Harry Hodges
Andrew Hodges
Injesh Khadka
PC Liam O’Connor
Adam Thomson
Jay Verceles
Ewan Jasper Ward
PRESIDENT’S AWARD
Army Cadet Lucy Montgomery

PHOTO: HUGO BURNAND

STANHOPE GOLD MEDAL
Jamie Ingram
Nominated by the Royal Humane Society of
New South Wales, Australia

Many people will feel that 2021 was just as difficult, or even more so, than the previous
year. Covid restrictions came and went as the year progressed, but this time it took
more effort to maintain the community spirit built up during the previous lockdowns.
There was a weariness as more people were lost to the pandemic, and jobs also became
harder to maintain. But the year also heralded the vaccine breakthrough and at last there
was a glimmer of hope. Against this backdrop of uncertainty, weariness and then hope,
the number of nominations to the Society for bravery and the saving of life continued,
and even matched the normal pre-Covid levels. The quality of those nominations was
remarkable too, especially with the elevated risk of contamination during resuscitation.
I am delighted that the Society has been able to recognise those brave individuals who
acted in such a selfless way. They have all earned our admiration and respect and their
behaviour in difficult or dangerous circumstances is exemplary. I am pleased to learn that
857 awards have been made this year, slightly up on last year’s figure, to people from
across a broad spectrum of society. I salute their bravery and commitment and wish each
of them well.
The Society is now looking forward to its 250th Anniversary in 2024. It will be a significant
year for the Royal Humane Society, and I look forward to hearing about the plans. I thank
you all for your continued support and I wish you every success in the coming year.
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Message from the Chairman

Recognising the saving of human life since 1774
2021 will be remembered for its
challenges, but also for its successes.
Lockdowns continued and the impact
on communities, the economy, and also
the Society, felt even harder than the
previous year. Donations continued to
fall, and it became more challenging to
generate the income needed to run the
Society. Award nominations continued
unabated. We were able to cope with
this having learned in 2020 how to
operate remotely. The backlog of awards,
however, was continuing to mount up.
Some awardees opted to receive their
awards by post, whilst other more patient
individuals decided to wait in the hope
of a future presentation. There were
other revisions to our normal calendar.
Once again we ran a remote low key
Annual General Court, with only the
legal minimum number of Governors (all
Trustees) attending. Our first two Awards
Committees of the year were executed
4

remotely. Although the electronic scoring
system devised by Michael Bernard and
the Secretariat worked effectively, it was,
and never will be, the same as meeting in
person. It took until July before we could
all gather for our annual away day Awards
Committee meeting and lunch, which
took place at The Queens Club. It was a
wonderful treat, and I am most grateful
to Rupert Novis for organising such a
splendid lunch and tour of the Club.

The Awards Committee at The Queens Club

Our long-awaited opportunity to present
medals had to wait until late October.
An afternoon ceremony took place at
Haberdashers’ Hall where we were
joined by our President, HRH Princess
Alexandra. As usual it was a happy
and emotional occasion. HRH worked
tirelessly through a bumper crop of 15
medal recipients and spoke at length to
all the families and guests.
Commissioner Ian Dyson QPM gave a
short address which he expertly directed
at the awardees. He talked about heroes,
about how we should define them, and
what went into the making of a hero.
We were delighted to welcome the
Commissioner to his last function with us
as a serving police officer. Ian has played
an invaluable role over the last 6 years
serving as Police Adviser to the Society’s
Awards Committee finding time for us
on top of his extremely heavy work load

The President arrives at Haberdashers’ Hall
and meets a rather surprised local builder

Commissioner Ian Dyson QPM with two of
his officers wearing their historical uniforms

HRH Princess Alexandra surrounded by
awardees

with the City of London Police. On behalf
of the Society and my fellow Trustees I
should like formally to thank Ian for his
invaluable contribution. I am glad to
report we shall continue to benefit from
his wisdom as he has kindly agreed to
become a Trustee and as also accepted
my invitation to become an Honorary Life
Governor of the Society. Congratulations
to the office team who made this such a
success

Commissioners and senior representatives
from the High Commissions of Australia,
Canada, New Zealand, Sri Lanka and the
Chairman of the Liverpool Shipwreck
and Humane Society. Unusually, the
voting for the recipient of the Stanhope
Medal went to three rounds before a clear
winner emerged. HRH Princess Alexandra
approved the award of the Stanhope Gold
Medal 2021 to Mr Jamie Ingram for his
gallant actions when he overpowered a
knife wielding terrorist in the streets of
Sydney, New South Wales. On behalf
of the Society, I should like to thank
our Deputy Chairman, Charles Spicer,
for hosting us yet again at the splendid
Fishmongers’ Hall.

The Deputy Chairman and Chairman inspect
preparations whilst the Assistant Secretary
looks on

In November we met at Fishmongers’ Hall
for the Stanhope Gold Medal meeting and
lunch. We were again honoured to have
our President with us and we were joined
by a full complement of Deputy High

5
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PS Darren Laurie, the Chairman, HRH
Princess Alexandra, PC Keith Malda –
Police Medal 2021

In summary the Society awarded 1 Gold
Stanhope Medal, 3 Silver Medals, 1 Silver
Medal in Memoriam, 2 Police Medals,
and 10 Bronze Medals. In spite of Covid
we were able to make 857 awards in total,
many adjudicated remotely, resulting in
the saving of 369 lives.
The two Police Medals were awarded to
PS Darren Laurie and PC Keith Malda,
who you will recall were intimately
involved in both the Westminster Bridge
and London Bridge terror attacks, for
which each officer received the uniquely
rare Second Award Clasp to their Bronze
Medal.
I am delighted to say that both officers
accepted our invitation to become
Honorary Life Governors, and they have
taken up their role as Ambassadors for
the Society with gusto.
During 2021 the investment portfolio
continued the recovery begun in 2020
with a net out-turn of £51,483 after
withdrawals of £50,000. Since then,
triggered in particular by Putin’s invasion
of Ukraine and by rapidly increasing
global inflation and commodity shortages,
6

The Chairman, seated,
flanked by the Secretariat and
selected Trustees.
L to R: Mark Dickson,
Peter Dawson, John Grandy,
Debbie Woollon-Kemp,
John Wilson, Charles Spicer
(rear), Andrew Chapman and
Michael Bernard

to those who supported the work of the
Society in this way during 2021.

markets have entered a new phase with
sharp falls across the world alongside a
tightening of formerly supportive central
bank policies. Avoiding the erosion of
capital through inflation is a particular
focus for us whilst seeking to sustain
the income necessary to maintain our
activities and we work closely with our
investment advisers Church House to
achieve this.
We run a tight ship, with our costs well
controlled, but it was very clear that for
2022 the support that we receive from
donations and legacies will be even
more important in order to enable us to
balance the books. We are most grateful

Once again there was no Birdwood
lecture in 2021, as Trustees assessed
that the possibility of a late cancellation
due to Covid was too high a commercial
risk. We also felt that governors and
supporters would not be willing turn out
in large enough numbers to fill the Royal
Geographical Society.
Towards the end of the year, we turned
our thoughts to the Society’s 250th
Anniversary in 2024. Ideas have begun
to coalesce, and these are now captured
under the banner of The RHS 250 Appeal,
which is to be led by Rupert Uloth and his
working group, and is in the process of
being launched. A number of events and
activities have been suggested, including
an RHS commemorative book, a highlevel reception, a service of thanksgiving,
a piece of music composed specifically
for the Society, and a commemorative
rose being developed at no cost to the

Society which will hopefully provide a
long-term royalty. I have directed that
The RHS 250 Appeal becomes the main
fund-raising effort for the Committee in
the coming two years. We will keep you
informed.
As always, I should like to record my
thanks to the Master, Professor J Anderson
CBE and the Wardens of the Worshipful
Society of Apothecaries who kindly allow
us the use of their magnificent hall for
our quarterly award committee meetings.
Their generosity allows us to meet in
central London in a tranquil environment
conducive to adjudicating cases. I
would also like to thank the Master and
Wardens of the Worshipful Company of
Haberdashers for the use of their hall

for our Annual General Court and other
awards ceremonies. The setting is perfect
for our needs, and we are very grateful
to the Haberdashers for their continued
support and flexibility.
Finally, I am grateful to all who help us
with professional expertise, or financially,
or by assistance in kind. Along with
Commissioner Ian Dyson, I wish to
thank David Lloyd, Police and Crime
Commissioner for Hertfordshire, for their
continued efforts to generate Police and
PCC donations to the Society. It has
been an uphill struggle persuading hard
pushed operational commanders to part
with their scarce resources.
All Trustees and Governors I know will
join me in thanking our permanent staff,

enthusiastically led by Andrew Chapman,
for their hard work behind the scenes
which enable us to achieve our goal of
awarding people for their self-sacrifice
and bravery.
I feel confident that the Society has
weathered the pandemic very well
and taken maximum advantage of the
enforced inactivity to review and revise
many of our processes aimed at improving
our ability to cope with the increased
workload, including the laborious process
of updating our somewhat outdated byelaws, so that they are now in line with the
21st Century.
I look forward to greeting our President
and meeting governors, VIP guests,
other donors, and of course all our brave
awardees and their families at the Annual
General Court at Haberdashers’ Hall in
late May.

John Grandy

April 2022
7

2021 Royal Humane Society

Royal Humane Society 2021

How to make a nomination

Aims of the Society
The Royal Humane Society makes
awards for the saving of human life and
for the restoration of life by resuscitation.

THE AWARDS
Stanhope Gold Medal (annual award)

Nominees must have done one or more
of the following:

Police Medal (annual award)

l 	put their own life at risk in saving or
attempting to save another person

Bronze Medal

l 	made a significant contribution to the
saving of a life, even without any risk
to themselves
l 	carried out a successful resuscitation

Silver Medal
In Memoriam Testimonial
Testimonial on Vellum
Testimonial on Parchment
President’s Award
(under 18’s, annual award)
Certificate of Commendation
Resuscitation Certificate

8

Our aim is to recognise brave and
selfless people who put others before
themselves. By bringing their deeds to
public notice, we believe that a single
act of humanity becomes both an
example and an inspiration.
THE AWARDS
All awards, other than Resuscitation
Certificates, are made according to the
level of risk taken. A committee of up
to 22 people, which includes members
with medical and legal expertise,
assesses nominations four times a year:
in January, April, July and October. They
are also able to call on expert advice
from a senior police officer as well as
relying on their own experiences.

Do you know someone
who has put his or her life
at risk to save, or attempt
to save, another person,
or someone who has
carried out a successful
resuscitation? Do you
know someone who has
saved a life by timely first
aid, such as stopping
arterial bleeding?

Anyone can submit a nomination to us
and we would like to hear from you,
whether you work for the emergency
services or are a member of the public.
After we have received your nomination,
the Awards Committee will decide, at its
next quarterly meeting, which level of
award should be made.
Nomination
forms
can
be
downloaded from our website:
w w w. r o y a l h u m a n e s o c i e t y. o r g . u k /
nominate
Download the nomination form as
instructed. Having carefully completed
it with as much detail as possible, email
it to:
nominations@royalhumanesociety.org.uk

Please make sure that you read our
guidelines, available on the website,
before submitting your nomination.
You can also contact us by email, letter
or phone to request a nomination form
and guidelines.
Email: info@royalhumanesociety.org.uk
Phone: 020 7936 2942
Address:
Royal Humane Society
50/51 Temple Chambers
3-7 Temple Avenue
London EC4Y 0HP

9

2021 Royal Humane Society

Royal Humane Society 2021

STANHOPE GOLD MEDAL 2021
The Stanhope Medal was introduced
in 1873 in memory of Chandos
Scudamore Scudamore Stanhope
(1823-71). The first recipient was
Captain Matthew Webb, for his
attempted rescue of a man who had
fallen into the Atlantic Ocean from the
rigging of a ship. In 1875, Captain
Webb achieved fame as the first
person to swim the English Channel.
In 1962, it was decided that the
award should be open to all kindred
Commonwealth Humane Societies,
so nominations from the UK, New
Zealand, Australia, Canada and Sri
Lanka (from 2014) are now eligible.
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JAMIE INGRAM
The Stanhope Gold Medal for 2021
has been awarded to JAMIE INGRAM
(47) who was nominated by the Royal
Humane Society of New South Wales,
Australia. He was put forward for his
bravery in apprehending an armed
terrorist in the streets of Sydney.
On 13 June 2019 an Islamist terrorist
murdered a young woman in her
apartment before emerging onto the
street, spattered in blood and wielding
a large kitchen knife. He was shouting
“Allahu Akbar” and giving an ISIS salute.
The streets were full of pedestrians and
people were seated at outside cafes. He
stabbed one bystander in the back and
slashed indiscriminately at others as
he began a terrifying, chaotic rampage
down the street with pedestrians fleeing
in terror. Jamie Ingram and a group
of other men gave chase, yelling at

everyone to take cover and challenging
the attacker to drop his weapon. The
man was tall and athletic and could
easily have turned on his pursuers at any
time. At one point the terrorist turned
and faced them and shouted ‘I have a
bomb’ before he continued running,
slashing at pedestrians and drivers as
they sat in their vehicles. He ran into

another street towards people seated
at outdoor cafes. By this stage Jamie,
who was leading the chase, realised
that the diners could not avoid being
attacked and so he bravely closed in on
the man and hit him from behind with a
café chair. This knocked the terrorist to
the ground causing him to momentarily
drop the knife.
A struggle ensued in which the attacker
tried to regain the knife and kill Jamie
and four other pursuers who had arrived

to help. Two men beat the terrorist with
firefighting tools to try and subdue him,
but he fought on. Another man shoved
a plastic milk crate over the terrorist’s
head, pinning him by the throat, while
Jamie and one other pinned him with
café chairs and stood on his limbs.
During the 10 minutes it took the police
to arrive Jamie was fully aware that they
faced the added danger of death or
serious injury should the alleged bomb
detonate, and yet they courageously

remained at their posts. The attacker
was taken into custody suffering no ill
effects from the beating he received
and was later sentenced to 44 years
imprisonment. At the attacker’s trial the
judge commended Jamie Ingram and the
others who gave chase and captured the
terrorist. The judge remarked ‘…there
was a grave risk posed by the offender
and the persons who engaged in his
pursuit were acting to protect the public
without fear as to the consequences for
themselves. The offender was captured
by Mr Ingram and a courageous group of
citizens who had come together so as to
bring his violent, terrifying and chaotic
rampage to an end.”
Jamie Ingram was awarded the NSW
Royal Humane Society’s Gold Medal
and the Galleghan Award. The other
4 captors also received Gold Medals.
Three other pursuers were awarded
Silver and Bronze Medals respectively.
11
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PAST POLICE MEDAL RECIPIENTS

Police Medal 2021

The Police Medal has been awarded as follows:
Note: double awards were made in 2002, 2005, 2017 and 2020

PC Liam O’Connor –
Suffolk Constabulary
On 9 May 2021 several patients
absconded from a young person’s
Mental Health Unit. All the patients
returned of their own accord except
for one young woman who remained
absent, and a search for her was
initiated. Another officer, who knew of
the woman, led PC Liam O’Connor to a
specific area along the railway line where
she had been found following a previous
incident. Both officers started searching
along the track and the surrounding
area using their torches. After several
minutes they heard a woman screaming
from somewhere along the line. Both

officers shouted at her to move away
from the track, but there was no reply.
They could not immediately see anyone
as it was pitch black. Liam told his
colleague to remain where he was and
to keep calling while he walked a short
distance along the tracks to try and find
her. He then saw her climbing over a
fence on the opposite side of the railway
track. His colleague warned Liam that
he could hear a train fast approaching.
He looked up and saw that the train was
about 50 metres away and despite both
officers shouting at the woman to stop,
she kept running towards the track and
into the path of the oncoming train.
Liam ran across the track in front of the
approaching train and grabbed hold of

At a Committee Meeting on 8th August 2000, having obtained the agreement of the Association of Chief Police Officers, it was
resolved that there should be a new Royal Humane Society medal, in silver gilt, given annually ‘for the case of greatest gallantry by a
Police Officer of the United Kingdom during the year’. This year marks the presentation of the 23rd Police Medal.
12

the woman. She started to struggle and
screamed that she wanted to be on the
track to die. The officer noticed she had
cut her wrists. Less than 15 seconds
later, the train rushed by at high speed
within 2 metres of Liam and the woman,
who continued to struggle against him,
trying to force her way back onto the
line. After the train had passed, Liam’s
colleague arrived and helped him
restrain her, and to calm her down. She
was led away from the tracks and taken
back into the care of the staff from the
unit.
For his actions that day PC Liam
O’Connor was awarded a Bronze Medal.

Names
PC Wayne Martin
PC Paul Brown
PC Robert McNeill
PC David Dudley
PC David Edwards
PC Austin Clarkson
PC Anthony May
PC Michael Pinder
PC Trevor Anderson
PC Stewart McIlroy
PC Arron Worbey
PC Colin Swan
PC Rob Condy-Young
PC Matthew Hammill
PC Jo Cosser
PC Joel Forrester
PCSO Jonathan Bintcliffe
PC Sean Cannon
Insp Darren Sear
PC Thomas Green
PC Timothy Middleton
PC James Slender
PC Allen James Parker
PS Darren Laurie
PC Keith Malda
PC Liam O’Connor

Force
Bedfordshire Police
Metropolitan Police Service
Cambridgeshire Constabulary
Cambridgeshire Constabulary
Hampshire Constabulary
British Transport Police
Metropolitan Police Service
Metropolitan Police Service
PSNI
Suffolk Constabulary
Hertfordshire Constabulary
Metropolitan Police Service
Devon and Cornwall Constabulary
Suffolk Constabulary
Avon & Somerset Constabulary
Hertfordshire Constabulary
Avon & Somerset Constabulary
West Yorkshire Police
Nottinghamshire Police
Avon and Somerset Constabulary
Avon and Somerset Constabulary
Metropolitan Police Service
Metropolitan Police Service
Metropolitan Police Service
Metropolitan Police Service
Suffolk Constabulary

For year
2000
2001
2002
2002
2003
2004
2005
2005
2006
2007
2008
2009
2010
2011
2012
2013
2014
2015
2016
2017
2017
2018
2019
2020
2020
2021
13
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Melissa (L) and Georgia Laurie (R)

2021 Award recipients – a selection
Silver Medal
Joaquin Garcia
Silver Medal In Memoriam (Posthumous)
Folajimi Olubunmi-Adewole
Certificate of Commendation
Bernard Kosia

Folajimi Olubunmi-Adewole (L)
and Bernard Kosia (R)

On the evening of 3 April 2021 Folajimi
Olubunmi-Adewole and his close friend
Bernard Kosia had finished work at
a restaurant and were walking home
together. As they crossed London Bridge,
14

they were approached by two panicked
men who told them a woman had gone
into the Thames and was struggling to
stay afloat. Folajimi (Jimi) immediately
called 999 to get help. They could
both hear the woman shouting from the
water, but as it was dark, they could not
immediately locate her. They ran across
the bridge to the southern end where they
thought the shouts were coming from and
descended the steps towards the water.
Looking down onto the river, they could
see the woman struggling to stay afloat
and shouting that she could not swim.
Jimi and Bernard were joined at the
river’s edge by Joaquin Garcia, who was
in the local area and had also heard
the commotion. Without hesitation, and
with no thought to their own safety, both
Jimi and Joaquin jumped into the river
to save the woman’s life. As Bernard
could not swim, he remained on the
shoreline and continued to update the
emergency services using Jimi’s phone.
Soon after entering the water, Bernard
heard Jimi shouting for help but, despite
frantically looking, he could not see

him. The emergency services arrived
shortly afterwards, and Bernard guided
them towards where he thought Jimi
and the woman were. A visual search,
including using boats, was launched to
try and locate all three people. Unaware
of Jimi’s difficulties, Joaquin swam out
to the distressed woman, who was still
struggling, and begun to calm her down.
He then attempted to pull her towards the
shore but found that he did not have the
strength left to do so. He did manage to
strip-off her heavy winter coat, which was
retaining water, and he kept her afloat.
The cold water and the strong current
quickly became too difficult for Joaquin
and he struggled to keep his own head
above water. He then had the presence of
mind to encourage the woman to remain
in a horizontal floating position and they
waited for the arrival of emergency service
rescue boats. Very shortly afterwards the
nearest emergency service boat reached
them, and crew members rescued both
the woman and Joaquin. The search for
Jimi Olubunmi-Adewole continued for
over an hour. Tragically his body was
found later that morning on the Thames
foreshore.

Silver Medal
Georgia Laurie – Mexico
On 6 June 2021 twin sisters were on
a boat tour in Mexico and their guide
had taken them down a river just off a
lagoon. They were told the river was safe
and so they decided to have a swim. As
they were swimming, a crocodile came
silently towards them and attacked
Melissa Laurie, not far from the reed
beds. She screamed and was then
dragged under the water. When Georgia
Laurie called for her sister, there was
no response, so she went back into the
water to find her. Georgia could see her
sister’s body floating in the water and
she feared the worst. She grabbed her
sister and pulled her towards her, resting
her on her chest. Noticing that her lips
were blue, Georgia tried to resuscitate

her. She regained consciousness and
started thrashing around as if she was
going into a fit or believed the crocodile
still had hold of her. Georgia tried to
calm her sister down, but the crocodile
came back for another attack. Georgia
fought it off with her fists and it swam
away. She then proceeded to move her
sister (who was drifting in and out of
consciousness), to an area that seemed
safer to hide from the crocodile, and
where she could attend to her injuries.
Unfortunately, the crocodile returned
and again grabbed the injured woman
by the leg, and it tried to death roll her,
dragging her away. Once more Georgia
punched the crocodile on its nose to
fight it off, but it grabbed her arm,
injuring her in the process. She was
forced to fight the crocodile off with her
other fist, whilst trying to keep her sister
afloat, alive and out of harm’s way. The
crocodile finally left and a friend of the
twins, who had gone to get help, arrived
with a boat and pulled them onboard.
They headed back towards civilisation,
but Melissa was clearly in a very bad
way. Georgia held her sister to her
chest, putting pressure on her injuries,
which included a large gash across her

stomach, while singing to her to keep
her awake. Melissa was fighting to stay
alive, throwing up blood and bile from
her internal injuries, and biting into her
sister’s shoulder to stay connected. After
more than 30 minutes they finally made
landfall where a waiting ambulance
took the twins to hospital. Both women
survived the harrowing attack.
Silver Medal
Lukasz Koczocik – Fishmongers’ Hall

On 29 November 2019 an armed terrorist
launched an attack on guests and staff at
Fishmongers’ Hall. Lukasz Koczocik, the
head porter, was working on a lower floor
when he heard a colleague screaming
that someone had been stabbed. He
immediately alerted his manager and
urged people to remain calm. He then
15
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ran upstairs towards the point of danger,
imagining only that his first aid skills
would be required. Lukasz emerged into
a scene of utter chaos. It was clear that
something terrible had happened and
there was screaming and overturned
furniture as panic ensued. He advanced
further into the Entrance Hall to identify
the cause and saw an attacker holding
two long knives, upturned, the blades
already bloodied. There was a body on the
floor and another on the staircase. It was
clear to Lukasz that the incident was still
ongoing and that the risk was extremely
high. Although he had the option to
escape he did not flinch. He saw two other
people throwing chairs at the attacker in
desperation, but this action had little
effect on the knifeman. He realised that
he needed to act decisively and quickly,
to prevent the man from harming others,
even though he was now alone face to
face with the terrorist. He seized the
initiative and grabbed a ceremonial
boarding pike from the wall and began
to thrust and parry with his assailant,
who had already mortally wounded two
others with fatal stabs. This fight was
now gladiatorial in nature. Lukasz landed
16

Royal Humane Society 2021

one strike on his opponent’s shoulder,
but the tip of his blade hit resistance
and it appeared that the terrorist may
have had some form of body armour (it
subsequently revealed that this was an
imitation suicide vest). To counter these
thrusts, the terrorist moved in closer and
began slashing at Lukasz defending arm,
inflicting hand and shoulder wounds and
forcing him to drop his pike. Refusing to
give ground, he remained in grave danger,
but he had already bought enough time
to allow others with equal courage and
resolve to come back armed with fire
extinguishers and narwhal tusks. These
reinforcements arrived just in time and
probably saved Lukasz’s life. The vicious
fight continued for a further two minutes
and as a team they overwhelmed the
perpetrator, eventually harrying him out
of the building. It should be noted that
after Lukasz KoczociK entered the fray,
no other people in the Hall were injured
except himself. He took some weeks to
recover from his wounds before returning
to work. The terrorist was forced from the
building by others and was quickly shot
dead by armed police on London Bridge.

Bronze Medal
Dr Jonathan Herron – Antrim, Northern
Ireland

Dr Jonathan Herron was driving home 2
July 2018 when he saw a man lying on
the side of the road. He got out and went
to check if he was alright. He appeared
drunk and said that he intended to kill
himself. He became very violent and
punched Jonathan in the chest and then
ran out into to the road. Jonathan dialled
999 and gave his phone to a bystander
before he ran out on to the road after the
man. There was a lorry approaching at
speed and so he grabbed the man by the
arm and pulled him off the road. The man
then punched and kicked Jonathan and
ran out into the road again, this time to
the far side. He ran in front of a taxicab
who tried speeding up to avoid hitting

him. Jonathan deliberately placed his
body between the taxicab and the man,
almost getting hit by the car as he fended
off the man who was attacking him again.
He was trying to kick, punch and bite the
doctor and then he tried to push him
in front of the taxicab. Jonathan pulled
the man out of the way, disregarding
his own safety. He then restrained him
from harming himself or others, whilst
trying to calm him down until the police
arrived. The man told Jonathan that there
were terrorists trying to kill him, and a
suspicious car did drive by multiple times
as they fought. The man eventually fell
and hit his head and arm on a wall and
as an off-duty doctor, Jonathan Herron
treated him for minor injuries.
Bronze Medal
SC Joseph Burridge
On 22 May 2017 a terrorist drove over
Westminster Bridge running down
pedestrians - four were killed and
many injured. The car crashed outside
the Palace of Westminster and the
terrorist, armed with a knife, ran towards
Parliament where he killed a police officer
before being shot dead.

Special Constable Joseph Burridge (Joe)
ran onto the bridge and was one of those
who arrived before any medical teams got
there, trying to assess victims on a priority
basis. One woman was obviously already
dead and so for her dignity he covered
her with his coat. He told someone else
to sit with an injured man to comfort
them, and then directed the police and
medical teams who had just arrived to
go to another badly wounded man. Joe
spotted a man who had cracked his skull
on the pavement next to the dead woman,
and so he sat with him and held his head
with the man’s shirt to stop the bleeding.
There was a pool of blood around him,
and the man passed out, so Joe flagged
down some medics and they took him
away to hospital. He then sat with a

casualty and tried to assess his injuries.
He thought he had a broken pelvis and so
got the man into a safe but comfortable
position. Joe stayed with him providing
reassurance and calming his distressed
wife. Joe Burridge was worried about a
secondary attack and wondered how he
could protect the man and his wife if
there should be one. The man survived
the ordeal and they have since become
friends.
Bronze Medal
Craig Paul Collins

On 26 February 2021 a fully loaded HGV
lost control and left the road, tipping
over onto its side and coming to rest in
a boggy field. The lorry hit a high voltage
17
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Harry Hodges (L) and Andy (R)

electricity pylon which fell in the field,
draping three cables across the lorry’s
cab. Liquids began to leak from the
engine on to the electricity cables which
caused an explosion. The lorry caught
fire and the cab was engulfed in flames.
Craig Collins was travelling behind the
HGV and saw it tip over. He immediately
stopped his car and got out. He saw that
the HGV was on fire and without a second
thought he ran straight through a hedge
and across the extremely wet and muddy
field. He ran diagonally to the next pylon
to avoid touching the live cables, and
then tracked back to the HGV which was
now well ablaze. He could see that the
driver was still trapped in the cab with
his head and one arm sticking out of a
small hole in the windscreen. Despite
the danger Craig approached the cab and
pulled the smashed windscreen open
wider. This allowed the man, who was
badly burnt and injured, to exit the cab.
He was still conscious and was calling
out for his dog who was also in the cab.
He was distraught and was desperately
trying to get back into the cab save her.
Craig physically prevented the driver
from going back into the blazing cab and
18

sadly the dog perished. Craig got the man
away from the burning HGV and cared for
him, comforting him until the emergency
services arrived. The man was admitted to
hospital with 30% full thickness burns to
his head, face and hands.
Bronze Medal
Adam Thomson

On the night of 29 September 2018
Adam Thomson had been woken by
the sound of screaming and snarling
dogs. He looked out to see an American
bulldog attacking his elderly neighbour.
Adam armed himself with a saucepan
and left the safety of his house to rescue
the old man. He hit the dog with enough
force to make it let go, and the old man

managed to get back into his house. The
dog turned its attention to Adam and
it was joined by another similar breed
of dog. They moved towards him and
so he returned to his house where he
could hear the dogs barking and running
around outside. Adam, full of adrenaline,
prepared to go outside again to check
on his injured neighbour. He called an
ambulance and went outside where he
heard another neighbour shout that the
dogs were back, and so he retreated once
more to his home to work out a safer
plan. He left his wife keeping watch from
an upstairs window and to shout when
the street was free of dogs. When safe,
Adam again left his house armed with his
saucepan and went to check on the old
man’s injuries, which were horrific. He
was unable to treat him but reassured
him that the ambulance was on its way. A
minute later Adam heard groans coming
from the street and he looked out to see
the same two dogs attacking the second
neighbour. Once again he ventured out
to prevent the dogs mauling this man,
using the saucepan to frighten them off.
This tactic did not work and so he picked
up a large plant pot and threw it at the

animals. This stopped them mauling the
man and Adam Thomson was able to drag
him into the older neighbour’s house and
slam the door. The ambulance arrived and
treated the injured men. The older one
had a large part of his right arm chewed
away and now has a permanent scar where
the muscle and tendons are missing. The
other man’s injuries have healed but he
still carries the mental scars of that night.
Bronze Medal
Daan De Vries – Holland

Daan De Vries was on the balcony of his
fifth floor flat on the night of 14 February
2020, overlooking the Thames, when
he noticed a man on the scaffolding of
a walkway over the river. He could see

he was tying something round his neck.
Daan ran down to the walkway and found
the man hanging over the river. He had
tied a belt around his neck and attached
it to some scaffolding. He tried to lift the
man and managed to loosen the belt and
free his body from the noose. However
due to the weight of the man’s lifeless
body, it dropped into the water below.
Daan called the emergency services and
jumped into the water to try to keep the
man afloat. The water was nearly freezing,
and it was a pitch black February night.
However, he managed to cling onto the
scaffolding, hold the body above water,
and speak to the emergency operator
to get help. Daan was still in the water
holding the man afloat when police and
a marine unit arrived 5 minutes later. He
then helped police get the man out of
the water so that they could begin CPR.
The man was taken to hospital where he
died later. Daan De Vries was treated for
hypothermia by paramedics.
Bronze Medal
Harry Hodges, Andrew Hodges
On 4 May 2021 a gas explosion and
subsequent fire completely destroyed

a mid-terraced house. The force of the
blast tore into neighbouring houses, badly
damaging them, and was heard across
the town. It also destroyed 3 cars and
left debris strewn across the street. Two
elderly and vulnerable occupants were
trapped inside. Andy Hodges, and his son
Harry were on their way to work when the
explosion happened. They immediately
went to the devastated scene and
climbed into the blast zone to rescue the
occupants. They went as far as they could
towards the seat of the explosion and
fire. The risk of subsequent explosions,
or falling debris was high, but from the
rubble and smoke they managed to locate
the elderly couple and get them out to
safety. In doing so they placed themselves
19
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at significant risk from the heat, fumes,
smoke and unstable structures all around
them. The emergency services considered
it highly likely, given the age of the couple,
that had the pair not rescued them they
would have sustained more serious if not
fatal injuries. They were handed over to
the medical teams for treatment for their
severe injuries.
Bronze Medal
Injesh Khadka, Jay Verceles

Injesh Khadka

Jay Verceles

A man was walking along Oxford Circus on
29 July 2021, which he did once a month
on his respite day (he was a fulltime carer
for his elderly mother). As he approached
20

the tube station, he was savagely
attacked by a knife wielding assailant
who stabbed him four times. It was an
unprovoked attack with no apparent
motive. Injesh Khadka and Jay Verceles
were going skateboarding when they saw
the man running towards them with his
arms up trying to deflect the attacker’s
frenzied blows. Without speaking to one
another and with no thought for their
own personal safety, Injesh and Jay ran
towards the man as they instinctively
knew they had to intervene to save his
life. They thought it was a terrorist attack
and that the knifeman would attack other
innocent pedestrians. Injesh and Jay
used their skateboards to hit the assailant
on the head. He was still in possession of
the knife and was stabbing and slashing
at the man, who by this stage was lying
on the pavement. The force of their blows
temporarily stunned the attacker and
made him drop the knife. This enabled
Injesh to jump on his back and bring
him to the ground where he restrained
him on the floor. Jay removed the knife
to a safe distance before he went to
check on the injured man. Still thinking
he was a terrorist Injesh searched the

knifeman’s body for further weapons.
Their brave actions galvanised some of
the onlookers who then came forward
and began offering first aid to the injured
man. Police arrived very quickly and took
over holding the knifeman from Injesh.
Being in shock, both young men then
left the scene before police could take
their details. They only came forward to
identify themselves following a lengthy
media appeal. The man subsequently
died from his injuries and Injesh and Jay
were left traumatised by the incident.
They said later that they felt enormous
guilt for not having been able to save the
man’s life. A police statement said the
pair placed themselves in extreme danger
by trying to stop the relentless attack,
and that they probably saved the lives of
innocent bystanders.
Bronze Medal
Brandon Eugene Visser
On 19 June 2021 Brandon Visser was
on his Saturday run and crossing London
Bridge when he noticed a group of people
staring down the river and he looked
over and saw a woman struggling in the
water. People on the bridge were trying to

and waited for a rescue lifeboat to arrive.
Both were assessed by the rescue team
at the shore and immediately taken to
hospital, where NHS staff examined them
for their injuries.
Bronze Medal
Special Constable Graeme Champion
help the woman by using a lifebelt with
attached rope, but it was not long enough
to reach her, and she couldn’t swim
towards the lifebelt to grasp it herself.
Brandon ran to the end of the bridge and
jumped into the river but unfortunately,
he landed on submerged rocks which were
not visible from above. He immediately
realized that he had badly injured his leg,
but despite the intense pain he swam
out towards the woman’s last position
and finding her submerged he pulled her
to the surface. She quickly realized the
danger she was in and began to struggle.
His badly damaged leg and the resultant
pain made it difficult to keep afloat, but
he managed to calm the woman down
and with great determination brought her
to the bank. There, he held the woman

On 7 July 2021 SC Graeme Champion
was driving to work when he saw a man
fall off the motorway bridge and land
on the slipway below with fast moving
traffic coming towards him. The officer
immediately stopped his vehicle on the
hard shoulder on the main M11 motorway
which was busy at the time. Graeme then

climbed over the barriers and grass verge
to the slip road where he could see traffic
coming off the A120 to join the motorway.
He then saw the man crawl from the hard
shoulder onto the motorway as his legs
had been badly injured in the fall. Once
in the middle of the motorway lane he sat
up facing the oncoming traffic, waiting
to be struck. Graeme climbed over the
barrier and without hesitation ran across
two lanes in front of oncoming vehicles,
which were accelerating down the slip
road and grabbed hold of the injured
man. Both were in imminent danger of
being struck by vehicles, but the officer
was able to drag him to safety on the hard
shoulder and hold him there, despite the
man continually struggling to break free
and return to the motorway so that he
could end his life. Paramedics arrived to
treat the man’s broken legs and Graeme
was then able to direct and control the
traffic. The motorway was closed, and an
air ambulance landed which eventually
took the man to hospital. After treating a
driver, who had narrowly missed the man,
for shock, SC Graeme Champion then
continued to work where he finished his
shift.
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Bronze Medal
David Andrew Cutts
Testimonial on Vellum
Katherine Webb
David Cutts and his wife Katherine Webb
were kayakers providing safety in a “run
and swim” event, which took place on 11
September 2021. The swim was in the
sea and the run was along the clifftop.
David overheard on the safety radio that
a spectator had fallen over the cliff and
had landed on a rocky platform 20m
below. Katherine marked the spot while
David paddled over. The woman could
be seen lying on the rocks surrounded
by cliffs and the only access was from
the sea through a narrow gulley between
22
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rocks, which had a heavy sea swell. They
decided that David would try to reach the
injured woman by canoeing through the
gully. In this initial and subsequent runs
through the gulley David and Katherine
had to use fine judgement and all their
skill to time the runs between successive
waves, to avoid being smashed against
the rocks. These runs were described as
“perilous” by the RLNI who stated they
exhibited “outstanding seamanship”.
David reached the woman and found
that she had very serious and extensive
injuries but was still breathing. He
decided not to move her because of
possible back injuries. Her breathing
became rattled and there was blood
coming from her ears and nose. He
removed stones and sand from her mouth
to clear her airway and then radioed the
main safety boat asking for immediate
evacuation by helicopter. David was
joined by a runner who had scrambled
down the cliffs and the lifeboat arrived
and liaised offshore with Katherine. They
realised they could not use their lifeboat
to access the casualty, as the gully was
too narrow, and so they decided to swim
through it with all their gear. As they had

large rucksacks and a stretcher this was
very tiring. As they neared the woman
David used his throw rope to tow four
crew members ashore, each individually.
They immediately administered oxygen
and David helped them roll the woman
onto the stretcher. The local coastguard
helicopter was already deployed, and the
nearest available aircraft was dispatched
from Ireland. This delay meant that they
needed more oxygen as the RNLI supplies
were running short. Extra cylinders were
brought out in another lifeboat, which
was also too big to access the rocks.
David went back out in his kayak to meet
the boat at the entrance to the gulley
and shuttle in the replacement oxygen
cylinders. Katherine also came to help
him with these runs through the swells
in the gulley. A doctor was eventually
lowered down the cliffs by the coastguard
who constructed belays for lowering and
hauling equipment and people. David
was asked to remain at the scene in
case a helicopter or cliff face rescue was
not feasible. Eventually the woman was
airlifted from the rocks to hospital for
emergency treatment to her head, chest,
arm, leg, spleen, and kidney injuries. She

was placed in an induced coma and is
making a slow recovery.

was happening. He entered the water to
help Lucy get her father into shallower
water. After helping her father Lucy was
caught almost immediately by the current
and pulled downstream. She knew she
could not attempt to swim against the
current as she would have quickly become
exhausted. She swam in the direction
of the current and made an attempt to
retrieve her paddle board. She then used
the paddle board to help her reach the
riverbank safely.

President’s Award
- presented to people under 18 for the
most meritorious case of the year
Army Cadet Lucy Montgomery
Cadet Lucy Montgomery (14 at the time)
was on holiday with her family in France.
On 21 July 2021 she was on a paddle
board in the river with her father and a
French family friend when the boy started
to float towards a section of the river that
was deeper and used by pleasure cruisers.
As he was starting to become alarmed,
both Lucy and her father followed him,
walking in the river to remain close to
him to give him reassurance. His paddle
board then started to move faster due to
the current and was being swept away.
Lucy told her father, who could not swim,
not to go any further. She then made the
decision to swim towards the boy to stop
him drifting further downstream. She
managed to grab him and successfully
tow him to safety at the opposite side of
the riverbank. While this was happening,
her father decided to return to the

riverbank and alert the boy’s father, but
when he turned around to go back up the
river, he was suddenly swept off his feet
by the strong current and he was soon
in deep water. He was in great difficulty
and unable to swim. Lucy was helping
the boy to safety and reassuring him
when she realised that her father was
now in trouble. She quickly re-entered
the water and swam towards him. She
issued instructions to him, telling him to
lie on his back to help him float and to
stay calm. She held onto his hand and
towed him towards the riverbank, while
simultaneously shouting for help. The
boy’s father heard her and realised what

Note – Lucy Montgomery was originally
awarded a Testimonial on Vellum for her
bravery
Testimonial on Vellum
Khristine Carino
On 1 Aug 2019 at Howtown Bay,
Ullswater, Khristine Carino was part of a
large group of young people paddling in
the lake. Two of them started to swim out
towards a pontoon some 60 metres from
the shore. Both teenage boys reached
the pontoon, although they were weak
swimmers. A man, Janek Kowal, who
was an experienced lifeguard had been
watching and became more concerned
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was awarded a Testimonial on Vellum.

when two more young men tried to
swim out to the pontoon. Both began to
struggle and Janek decided to swim out
to help them. He managed to reach one
youth, but the other sank and drowned.
Khristine, an experienced swimmer,
entered the water and swam out to assist
Yanek, but soon got into trouble herself
when the struggling youth pulled her
under. Eventually Yanek managed to save
the boy and also dragged Khristine to
the safety of the raft. Yanek Kowal was
awarded a Bronze Medal for his bravery.
Khristine was also recognised by the
Awards Committee for attempting to save
the young men and by swimming out to
them placed herself in real danger. She
24

Secretary’s note - Before she could be
presented with her award, Khristine
unfortunately died whilst running to
school one morning. Her parents, Rudolfo
and Sally Carino, visited the Society’s
office to meet us and to receive their
daughter’s award. It was a most moving
experience, and we are most grateful
to them both for finding the courage to
come in and to be prepared to talk about
Khristine.

2021 AWARD YEAR
IN FIGURES

Trustees of the Royal Humane Society during 2021

In 2021, 857 awards were made to people

CHAIRMAN & HONORARY
TREASURER
Mr John Grandy

whose actions saved a total of 369 lives.

3
1
10
62
132
256

Silver Medals
In Memoriam Silver Medal
Bronze Medals
Testimonials on Vellum
Testimonials on Parchment
Certificates of Commendation

390 Resuscitation Certificates
The awards were made as follows:
306 to members of the public
552 to police officers

COMMITTEE MEMBERS
Mr Michael Bernard
Mrs Anna Blaxland

POLICE ADVISER
Ian Dyson QPM, Commissioner, City of
London Police

Mr Luke Chauveau
DEPUTY CHAIRMAN
Mr Charles Spicer

Mr Peter Dawson
Mr Mark Dickson
Mrs Diane Duke LVO DL
Mr George Hawkins
Ms Katherine Holt
Dr Michael McCaldin FRCGP
Mr Rupert Novis

SECRETARY
Lt Col Andrew Chapman
ASSISTANT SECRETARY
Mr John Wilson
AWARDS ADMINISTRATOR
Mrs Deborah Woollon-Kemp

Mrs Rowena Osborne
Mrs Lynda Rose MBE
Sir Nigel Southward KCVO

LIAISON OFFICER
Dr Robert Gurney

Mr Sheridan Swallow
We also gave three annual awards:

The Secretary presenting Sally and Rudolfo
Carino with their daughter’s award in the
Society’s office.

The Stanhope Gold Medal
(one recipient)
The Police Medal (one recipient)
The President’s Award (one recipient)

Mr Rupert Uloth

HONORARY ADVISER
Dr Roger Willoughby
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Committee Biographies 2021
Michael Bernard (2018) was previously a
European marketing director for an international
IT corporation. In 2019 he joined the board of
Southern Health Foundation NHS Trust as a
Non-Executive Director. He is a member of the
International Advisory Board for Exeter Business
School and is Deputy Chair of Governors at
Downside. He published a book on creating
strategy in 2021. Michael is married with three
sons and lives in Wiltshire. His interests are golf
and playing the guitar.
Anna Blaxland (2015) runs her own Lifestyle
workshop and events business based in
Hampshire. Previous employment included eight
years working in the City and three years with
interior designer Nina Campbell. She has been
a trustee with the Royal Humane Society for 5
years and is actively involved in organising the
fundraising Birdwood lectures at the RGS. She
lives in Hampshire with her husband and their
three university aged children. Her passions
include skiing, walking in Cornwall and travelling.
Luke Chauveau (2016) is a Partner at an
international PR firm advising clients mainly
in Africa and the Middle East on reputational
issues. He served in the Blues & Royals for eight
years. He is a Director of the Household Cavalry
Museum. He is still a keen rugby player, cricketer
and skier. He lives in London with his wife and
their two children.
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Peter Dawson (2018) is lawyer with over 40 years
of experience in and around UK commercial
property, providing counsel on a wide range of
issues. Partner and head of Real Estate at top
100 law firm, Russell-Cooke, from 1982 to 2018
and now a consultant. He is married with one
daughter. His interests are cricket, sailing and
skiing.
Mark Dickson (2016) spent a brief period in the
shipping department of a major trading company
in Hong Kong before deciding to go into teaching.
He spent 28 years at Shrewsbury School before
leaving in 2006 to become Chief Executive of the
Independent Schools Football Association. He
enjoys golf and food and lives in Beaconsfield.
Diane Duke LVO DL (2015) is Private Secretary
and Comptroller to HRH Princess Alexandra.
She has previously worked for the World Health
Organisation and the University of Lancaster. She
has volunteered for a number of charities and
served as a school governor. She has two adult
daughters and her interests include walking,
swimming and choral singing.
She was appointed Deputy Lieutenant of
Lancashire in 2012 and Lieutenant of the Royal
Victorian Order in 2013.
John Grandy (1987) has a background in army
and civil helicopters and the aerospace industry.
He was Chairman of Cowes Week from 2006-

2011 and had a half share in a yacht racing
consultancy from 2008-2017. He is married and
lives in Dorset. His interests include sailing and
golf. He became Deputy Chairman in May 2009
and was elected Chairman in 2014.
George Hawkins (2015) served for eight years
in the Light Dragoons and has since leaving the
forces worked in government and infrastructure.
He now works for the Real Estate firm CBRE
where he advises clients delivering large internal
construction and procurement programmes.
George is married with three children, lives
in Wiltshire and enjoys cricket, shooting and
learning more about gardening
Kate Holt (2018) is a photojournalist, trainer and
project manager. She has worked for numerous
UK media outlets including the Financial Times
and Mail on Sunday in Afghanistan, and the BBC
and Guardian throughout Africa. She focuses is
on human rights to bring the stories of civilians
to a global audience. In 2012 she established
a communications agency, Arete, that facilitates
communications for the NGO sector. She was
born in Zimbabwe, spent her youth in Canada
and now lives in Wiltshire.
Dr Michael McCaldin (2015) is a General
Practitioner in Bristol. Chairman of the Bristol
Orthopaedic Trust and a Trustee of the St Monica
Trust. He is a member of the Commanderie de
Bordeaux à Bristol, a printmaker and has an

interest in the history of art and enjoys walking
and skiing. He is married with two daughters.
Rupert Novis (2008) received the Stanhope Gold
Medal in 1988. He served in the Coldstream
Guards, worked in the commodity derivative
trading business for 14 years and now runs a
single Family Office which focuses on venture
capital investments. He has three children and
lives in Hampshire. He is a keen sportsman,
enjoys travel and international culture.
Rowena Osborne (2015) is Head of Recruitment at
Sidekicks, providing exceptional support people
to founders, entrepreneurs, private households
and businesses of all sizes, across all sectors, all
over the world. She also runs Macaroon Cooks,
providing cooks for all occasions to private
clients in the UK and abroad.
Lynda Rose MBE (2008) was Commandant of the
FANY (Princess Royal’s Volunteer Corps) until the
end of the Centenary Year 2007 and is now a
Vice President. She is a keen supporter of the
Bournemouth Symphony Orchestra, Patron and
fundraiser of The Dorset Festival Opera and
is this year a small part of the team targeting
£1million for the Splash appeal’s adult therapy
pool. Her other interests include her family,
walking the Dorset countryside and sailing.
Sir Nigel Southward KCVO (2006) was formerly
Apothecary to the Queen and other members

of the Royal Household. He retired in 2003 to
spend more time sailing. He is married with three
children.
Charles Spicer (2012) is the great nephew
of R T Hawes (a past chairman) who was a
direct descendent of Dr William Hawes, one
of the founders of the Society. He chairs three
public companies, the Department of Health’s
Invention for Innovation Funding Panel, and
the Philanthropy and Grants committee of the
Fishmongers’ Company. He served as High
Sheriff of Greater London in 2018/19. He
became Deputy Chairman in February 2017
Sheridan Swallow (2018) is a Chartered
Accountant who has worked mainly in commerce
and industry. He is married and has two grown up
children and lives in Hampshire. A Past Master
of the Haberdashers Livery Company, he is now
a Governor of one of their Academy Federations,
a Governor of ACS International Schools and
serves on the Audit and Risk Committee of
Holyport College. He is also a member of his
local PCC. When it comes to weekends, his view
is that all daylight hours spent indoors or in town
are probably time wasted.
Rupert Uloth (2010) served as an officer in The
Life Guards for six years. He worked for Country
Life magazine for 22 years, becoming Deputy
Editor and Travel Editor. He is now a freelance
journalist and has written for the Daily Telegraph,

Sunday Telegraph and Literary Review. He is
currently Master of the Worshipful Company
of Grocers, one of the Great Twelve livery
companies. He is chairman elect of the Royal
Bath and West of England Show and lives in West
Sussex with his wife and their two children.
Commissioner Ian Dyson QPM is the Commissioner
of the City of London Police. He joined the force
as Commander in 2010 leading initially on
organisational change, and later as the lead on
Economic Crime, expanding the force’s national
fraud responsibilities. Two years later he was
promoted to Assistant Commissioner leading
cultural change, leadership and development
within the Force. He is the National Policing Lead
on Information Assurance. He was promoted to
Commissioner in January 2016.
Dr Robert Gurney acts as police adviser to the
Society, on behalf of Commissioner Ian Dyson
QPM. He served with Hertfordshire Constabulary
for 33 years and held several high-profile
appointments including national President of the
Disabled Police Association and national Chair
of the NPCC’s Number Plate Advisory Group.
With an expertise in Number Plate Recognition
technology, he remains actively involved in
international research and development. He is
actively involved in fundraising for a number of
charities.
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Annual General Court 2021

Donors 2021

The 247th Annual General Court was held on Thursday 25th May 2021. Due to government
restrictions imposed during the Coronavirus pandemic the meeting was conducted remotely.
There were no medal presentations and no guest speaker at this extraordinary Annual General
Court. Mr John Grandy, Chairman and Honorary Treasurer, was in the Chair.

We are most grateful to the following individuals, companies, charitable trusts
and police forces for their generous donations and support:

Mr John Grandy and Mr Charles Spicer were re-elected as Chairman and Deputy Chairman
respectively, and Mr Michael Bernard, Mr Peter Dawson, Mr George Hawkins, Ms Katherine
Holt, Dr Michael McCaldin FRCGP, Mrs Rowena Osborne, and Mr Sheridan Swallow were
re-elected as Trustees of the Society.
Messrs Ridley, Marreco and Co were re-appointed as the Society’s Independent Examiner.
There being no further business the Chairman closed the Court.
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ORGANISATIONS, COMPANIES & TRUSTS
The Worshipful Society of Apothecaries
Meri and Keith Benham Charitable Trust
The Late Mrs Ellen Blenkinsop Legacy
Carr-Ellison Trust
Church House Investment Management
Colchester Medical Society
Crichtons Company Restorations
The Haberdashers’ Company
Longmeadow Trust
Orders & Medals Research Society
Patrons’ Fund – Privy Purse Charitable Trust
Police Professional (Sponsorship of Police Medal)
Research International
JA Swire Charities
Colonel WH Whitbread Charitable Trust
White Oak Charitable Trust

SIGNIFICANT INDIVIDUAL DONORS
Mark Allen
Stephen Bunce
Mark Dickson
George Parker
Charles & Jenny Peel
Clare Russell JP
Alan Titchmarsh MBE DL
POLICE FORCES AND PCCs
British Transport Police
City of London Police
Leicestershire Police
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Governors of the Society

How to become a Governor or Friend

We should like to thank the following for their generous donations and continued support:
LIFE GOVERNORS
Mark Allen
Lord Ashcroft KCMG PC
Mr & Mrs Michael Bernard
Dr Robert Bethel
Mrs Gordon Birdwood
Mr Terence Bramall
Mr T Bunting
Mr & Mrs Richard Burbidge OBE DL
Mr Bryan Callum
Mr & Mrs Michael Campbell
Mr Neil Connolly
Mr Richard Corfield
Professor Robert Cumming
Mr Richard Dick
Mr Richard Dutton
Miss Edwina Fetherston-Dilke
Mr Tom Floyd DL
Mr & Mrs David Franks
Mr Jose Gonsalves
Mr Adam Gosling
The Hon Gilbert Greenall CBE
Dr Robert Gurney
Mrs Suzana Harvey
Sir Algernon & the Hon Lady Heber-Percy
Mr Robert Hiscox
Mr Nigel Hurst-Brown
Mr Christopher Kennedy
Dame Julie Kenny CBE DL
Mr and Mrs David Laing
Mr & Mrs I M Laing
Mr Simon Langton
PS Darren Laurie
Mr & Mrs Gareth Lewis
Viscount and Viscountess Lifford DL
PC Keith Malda
Baroness Eliza Manningham-Buller LG DCB
Mr Peregrine Massey

30

Dr Michael McCaldin
Rear Admiral J A L Myres CB
Mr & Mrs Rupert Novis
Mr Richard Oldfield
Mr George Parker
Mrs Denise Patterson
Mr & Mrs Charles Peel
Mrs Lynda Rose MBE
Mr Daniel Rosenbaum
Mr C H Sharwood-Smith MBE DL
Mr & Mrs Alan Sinclair
Mr & Mrs Andrew Steggles
Sir Hugh and Lady Sykes
Mr Alan Titchmarsh MBE DL
Mr & Mrs Richard Titley
Mr Richard Tomkinson
Maj Dominic Troulan GC QGM
Mr Rupert Uloth
Mrs Sara Walduck
Mr N P Wentworth-Stanley
Sir Samuel Whitbread KCVO JP
Col Dick Wilkinson TD
Mr J B Woodd-Walker
Mr Tony Worth CVO
GOVERNORS
Sir Jeremy Bagge Bt DL
Dr Craig Barclay
Mr Grahame Barker
Mr & Mrs David Barnett
Mr Julian Beauchamp
Mr P W Bedford
Mr Michael Beesley
Mr & Mrs Benham
Mr Andrew Bignold
Mr Richard Ian Black
Mrs Anna Blaxland

Mr & Mrs M J Brooke
Sir Andrew Buchanan Bt
Mr Stephen Bunce
Mr John Burke DL
Mr and Mrs J M Carr-Ellison
Mr Henry Cator OBE DL
Captain W W F Chatterton-Dickson RN
Mr Luke Chauveau
Dr Nigel Clark
Mr S W Clarke
Mrs Marilyn Clegg
Mr and Mrs Robert Colvill
Mrs Lavinia Corbally Stourton
Mr Cottam
Lord Crathorne KCVO
Colonel J R G Crisp
Mr Robin Crozier
His Honour H M Daniel CVO KStJ
Mr Peter Dawson
Mr Clive Delamain
Mr M D Dickson
Mr M D Drury CBE
Mrs Diane Duke LVO DL
Mr & Mrs Mark Dumas
Mr Peter Forbes
Mr Norman Gareth Gooding CStJ
Mrs Didy Grahame OBE MVO
Mr John Grandy
Mr Eric D Grounds
Mr George Hawkins
Mr & Mrs Peter Helmore
Ms Katherine Holt
Mr E P Horne BEM
Mr David Jenkins
Mrs Penny Jones
Mr CE Lillis
Mr Murray MacFarlane

Maj Gen & Mrs Patrick MacLellan CB CVO MBE
Mr Robert Geoffry Moore BEM
Prof Tham NImal-Raj
Mr Jonathan Paul Noble
Mr Andrew Norman-Butler
Duke of Northumberland DL
Mrs Rowena Osborne
Maj Gen D Pennefather CB OBE
Lord Petre KCVO
Mr Bruce Powell
Mr Michael Purslow
Mrs Clare Russell DL JP
Mr R S Sandhu MBE DL
Mr Tahir Shah
Lt Col Alan Sharkey MBE CSJt TD
Mr James Shaw
Mr Jamie Sheldon
Mr William Shelford
Mr James Shepherd-Cross
Sir Nigel Southward KCVO
Mr Charles Spicer
Mr & Mrs Martin Stanley
Mr G Staple CB QC
Mr D M Steen
Mr Neil Stevens
Mr Peter Stone
Dr Hamed Bin Mohamed Khalifa al Suwaidi
Mr Sheridan Swallow
Commodore & Mrs P J Thicknesse
Mr Peter Townsend
Dame Janet Trotter DBE
Ms Kathie Webber
Mr Richard Wilkin LVO MBE DL
Dr Roger Willoughby
Mr B A Wiseman
Mr Gavin Wishart
Mr David Wooff JP

Becoming a Governor or Friend of the
Society provides an opportunity for
those who are supporters of the Society
to become a little more involved.
The Royal Humane Society is run by
a Committee, who are the Trustees of
the charity. Governors are invited to
the Annual General Court, where they
will meet Committee Members and
fellow Governors, as well as some of
the Society’s award recipients whose
awards are being presented. Governors’
names are printed in the Annual Report,
of which they will be sent a copy in
recognition of their interest. Governors
also receive priority invitations to
our fundraising events, such as the
Birdwood Lecture.
Friends are invited to fund raising
events (Birdwood Lecture) and receive
a copy of the Society’s Annual Report
and news by email. Their names are also
listed on the website.

Our Royal Charter, granted in 1959,
stipulated a subscription of one
guinea a year to become a Governor
or ten guineas for a Life Governor.
Unfortunately we now have to charge a
little more, as follows:
Life Governor

£1,000

Joint Life Governors
(for a couple)

£1,500

Governor
(per annum)

£100

Joint Governor
(per annum)

£150

Friend
(per annum)

£25

Joint Friends
(per annum per couple)

£40

If you’d like to become a Governor
or a Friend please visit our website
www.royalhumanesociety.org.uk
Click on the ‘Support the Society’ tab
at the top of the page, then click on
the appropriate button and complete
the details as requested. You will be
invited to fill in a Gift Aid Declaration
and a Standing Order form if that is your
preferred method of payment. If you are
considering becoming a Life Governor
you may wish to pay by cheque or BACS.
Completing a Gift Aid Declaration will
enable us to claim a further 25 pence in
tax for each pound you donate.
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Financial overview
Incoming resources for the year
amounted to £53,760. Last year
incoming resources amounted to
£270,635.
Resources
expended
were £138,563 (2020 £123,448).
The market value of our investments
increased by £112,223 during the year.
The general fund, which is unrestricted,
decreased by £2580 over the year.
This would have been greater but for
an unrealised gain of £68,963 on
revaluation of investment assets at the
year end.

SUMMARY OF INCOME

This Year 2021

Last Year 2020

£

%

£

%

Investment income

22,480

42

19,672

7

Donations

25,629

48

40,438

15

5,651

10

210,255

78

Legacies received
Total

53,760

100

270,365

100

SUMMARY OF EXPENDITURE

This Year 2021

Last Year 2020

£

%

£

%

3,407

2

16,298

13

Rent & rates

15,293

11

17,051

14

Salaries

98,203

71

74,340

60

Management & administration

18,440

14

14,822

12

3,220

2

937

1

138,563

100

123,448

100

Awards & presentation costs

Investment management
Total

Net (outgoing) Incoming Resources

(84,803)

146,917

82,223

8,729

(£2580)

155,646

Realised and unrealised
gains on investments
(Decrease) Increase in funds
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From the Archives

TAILPIECE

A DISTINGUISHED MEMBER
OF THE HUMANE SOCIETY
We recently received an enquiry from the
Kennel Club who had on loan from the Tate
Gallery, ‘A Distinguished Member of the
Humane Society’ painted by Sir Edward
Landseer c1833. Their enquiry was that they
understood that the dog was called ‘Bob’ and
was awarded a gold medal by the Humane
Society after he rescued 22 people from
drowning over his lifetime.
In a search of our archives, we found a file
labelled ‘Landseer’ and this turned out to be
a treasure trove of information. It appears that
many enquiries have been received by the
Society, relating to ‘Bob the dog’ and these
and copies of our replies had been kept - a
decision of great foresight by Diana Coke, our
former Archivist.

Tate Gallery
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The file was read with great interest and
amongst the many documents was a paper
entitled ‘Tailpiece’ written by Diana. This is
reproduced as follows, telling the tale (forgive
the pun) of the Society’s Newfoundland dog.

It is a fact that the word ‘Humane’ in the
Society’s title frequently causes confusion
as to the present-day purpose and function
of the Royal Humane Society. Telephone
calls, often from overseas, drawing
attention to the hardship suffered by
one kind of animal life or other (even the
occasional cat-stuck-up-atree appeal for
help) must be informed, regretfully, that
this is not the Society’s business.
Possibly
contributing
to
this
misapprehension is the well-known large
oil painting by Edwin Landseer of ‘a grand
Newfoundland dog lolling on the seaward
end of a pier posed for a recovery operation
... ‘ The picture is entitled ‘A Distinguished
Member of the Humane Society’, and
there was once such a dog kept at the
Receiving House. Indeed, there was a pair
of such dogs, but the female died shortly
after being given to the Society.
The dog in the painting was called Paul
Pry, and Landseer was very taken when first
he saw it carrying a basket of flowers about
in its mouth. The owner, a Mr Newman
Smith of Croydon, readily gave Landseer
permission to paint the dog and paid him

£80 for the finished work. It attracted a
great deal of attention when first exhibited
at the Royal Academy in 1838.

to ask if you have one in your Folio
which you would send to be hung in
the Board Room.’

Despite the title Landseer gave the
painting, this particular dog had nothing
to do with the Royal Humane Society.
However, there are two engravings
featuring Newfoundlands on the walls of
the Society’s London office. These were
made by Thomas Landseer, published
by F G Moon (1840), and each carries
the pencilled note ‘With E Landseer’s
respects - for the Board Room of the Royal
Humane Society’. In fact, Lambton Young
(the Society’s Secretary from 1859-1879)
wrote to Sir Edwin Landseer on 6th April,
1863, as follows:

Not only did Landseer comply with this
request, but he also gave his consent that
copies of the engraving might be sold for
fund-raising purposes by the Society.

‘As I am anxious to secure and add
to our collection anything which has
given celebrity to the Society, I trust
you will excuse the liberty I take in
stating that an engraving of your
celebrated Picture of ‘a Distinguished
Member of the Humane Society’,
which I believe was painted from
a dog at that time in the Society’s
possession, has never been presented
to us as yet, and therefore I venture

Despite Lambton Young having been
mistaken in thinking Landseer painted
the Society’s own Newfoundland, the dog
would have been a familiar public figure
at the Receiving House. There is nothing
to confirm that it was ever involved in life
saving. It probably spent its days simply
‘lolling’ around.
The dog in the painting (a Distinguished
Member of the Humane Society) was in
fact a dog named Paul Pry and never
present on the Society’s premises. A
Newfoundland dog, (possibly named
‘Bob’), was resident at the Society’s
Receiving House, and sadly his image
appears never to have been painted. And
finally - the Society has never awarded
a medal to an animal - our awards are
strictly for humans.
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Ways of donating to the Society
The Society relies on donations from
our friends and supporters if we are to
continue our work. Your support is vital
and we ask that you encourage others
to help by making a donation to the
Society.

sum of your donation. In order to donate
with Gift Aid please complete a Gift Aid
Declaration form which can be found on
the Society’s website under the ‘Donate’
tab. This should be completed and
returned to the Society.

ON LINE
Donate online with PayPal or another
card. Please go to the Society’s website
- www.royalhumanesociety.org.uk - and
click on the ‘Donate’ button.

BECOME A GOVERNOR
As a governor of the Society you will
be invited to the Annual General Court,
which is attended by the charity’s
trustees, fellow governors as well as
some of the Society’s medal recipients.
You will also be invited to the Birdwood
Lecture and each governor’s name
is printed in the annual report in
recognition of their generosity and
interest in the Society. There are life
and annual governor memberships with
associated fees. See the ‘Support the
Society’ tab on the Society’s website.

BANK STANDING ORDER
If you would like to commit to regular
payments, a Standing Order form can
be downloaded from the Society’s
website - www.royalhumanesociety.org.
uk - and click on the ‘Donate’ tab on the
top of the opening page. This should be
completed and returned to the Society.
GIFT AID
If you are a UK taxpayer the Gift Aid
scheme is a tax efficient way to make
a donation. We are able to claim back
the tax you have already paid on the
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BECOME A FRIEND
As a Friend of the Society you will
receive a copy of the Annual Report
and receive news and updates by email.
You will be invited to the Birdwood

Lecture and your name will be listed on
the website (unless you ask us not to).
Membership details and fees can be
found on the Society’s website under
‘Support the Society’ tab.
CHARITY AID FOUNDATION
As a registered charity we can accept
CAF vouchers providing they are a
donation and not a payment for goods or
services.
LEGACIES
All gifts and bequests to the Society
by will are exempt from inheritance tax
and gifts of assets (shares or chattels)
are not liable to capital gains tax. If you
would like to discuss leaving a legacy
please contact the Secretary.
DONATIONS IN MEMORY OF
A LOVED ONE
Supporters of the Society frequently
ask family and friends for donations to
charity in place of flowers at a funeral.
Any donations received may be collected
by the funeral director or family member
and passed to the Secretary.
CHEQUE
Cheques should be made payable to
“Royal Humane Society” and sent to the
Secretary.

Certificates to Gary Needham
(l) and Graeme Ross (r). Clive
Morris (saved) in centre)

Andy and Harry Hodges
(Bronze Medals) rescued an
elderly couple from a house
destroyed by a gas explosion.
Kane Triggs, Jordan
Hewlett, Alex Hill Coast Guard - Aug 21

Sgt Instr David Peters &
Lord Stevens (Hon Col) –
Northumbria ACF

PS Darren Laurie (nearest camera)
participates in the Metropolitan Police
Welfare Memorial run on 3rd June 2021
(Photo by Jason Bye)
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