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STANHOPE GOLD MEDAL
Mr Nicola Gilio 
Nominated by the Royal Humane Society of 
New South Wales, Australia 

POLICE MEDAL
PS Darren Laurie, Metropolitan Police Service
PC Keith Malda, Metropolitan Police Service

SILVER MEDAL
Lloyd Bishop

BRONZE MEDAL 
PC Harry Andrews 
PS Alex Baldwin 
PC Dave Bicker
Keith Burdon
PC Dean Cook 
Michael Donaldson
Daan De Vries
SC Karim Gouhar 

PC Simon Helm 
Insp Kevin Horn 
PC Jess Langford 
Cdt Sgt Alex Jeanguillaume (aged 15)
Yanek Kowal
PS Darren Laurie & Second Award clasp 
PC James Lawrence 
PC Keith Malda & Second Award clasp 
PC Paul Mitchell 
Claire Neaves
PC Maria Rasooli 
Ian Soakell
James Soakell
Supt Roy Smith 
PS James Southgate 
PC Brian Stew 
Peter Anthony Wood

PRESIDENT’S AWARD
Cdt Sgt Alex Jeanguillaume (aged 15)

2020 Royal Humane Society
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Foreword by HRH Princess Alexandra

Royal Humane Society 2020

We have all had a most extraordinary year and 2020 will be remembered not only for 
the grief and anxiety that the Coronavirus pandemic brought many of us, but also for 
the remarkable community spirit that lockdown engendered. The acts of self-sacrifice 
shown by individuals from all corners of society have been so uplifting; from local 
communities looking after those who were shielding to the heroic efforts of medical staff 
and the emergency services across the nation. There have been many fine examples of 
altruism, and I know that the Society has continued to receive nominations for bravery 
and resuscitation, regardless of the added risks to the salvor from Covid infection. This 
is the very essence of what the Society recognises, and I am delighted that 842 awards 
have been made this year. This figure is down slightly on last year’s, but not as much as 
expected at the outset of the pandemic. It is heartening to see that people still want to 
help, regardless of the situation.

I commend the actions of all our awardees, each for their bravery and selflessness. In 
every case they have made a conscious decision to take some risk to save a life, even that 
of a complete stranger. Our awardees are an example to each one of us, and their humility 
and compassion are to be admired.

I send to you all my thanks for your continued support for the Royal Humane Society in 
these difficult times, and I wish the Society every success in the coming year.
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Recognising the saving of 
human life since 1774

Message from the Chairman

2020 Royal Humane Society

2020 started as any other with bright 
prospects and a firm plan. Awards the 
previous year reached a record high 
and the secretariat had made an early 
start on planning how to present so 
many 2019 well-earned medals for 
maximum advantage to recipients and, 
where allowed, beneficial publicity for 
the Society. A glance at our Awards Plan 
showed that the tally of medals from the 
1066 awards given in 2019 was 31, 
and presenting such an unprecedented 
number of medals would require a well 
constructed plan for the coming year. 
We conducted our January Awards 
Committee meeting as any other in 
the very fine Apothecaries’ Hall, but 
in March the Coronavirus pandemic 

struck and the subsequent government 
imposed lockdown restrictions 
effectively precluded any further medal 
ceremonies 

The office team was advised to evacuate 
and work from home. None of us could 
foresee what would happen next and 
how the Society could conduct business 
under lockdown. A number of remote 
planning meetings were held and 
decisions taken, including the need to 
set up and manage the April Awards 
Committee meeting remotely. The team 
quickly developed a workable and robust 
cases review and awards scoring system 
as a result of which the Society was able 
to conduct business almost as normal, 
as it became clear that restrictions 

would last for some considerable time. 

The next casualty was the Annual 
General Court, usually a major medal 
presentation opportunity.  With the 
gracious permission of our President 
this was executed remotely with only the 
legal minimum number of governors (all 
trustees) attending. 

Working out how to present the large 
number of outstanding medals that 
would normally have been presented 
throughout the year, not only at the AGC 
but at bespoke presentation ceremonies 
remained a major challenge, This 
became known as the medal backlog. We 
are most grateful to Her Royal Highness, 
who, disappointed that she could not 
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physically meet awardees and present 
their medals, kindly wrote a personal 
letter to each one. I am pleased to report 
that by the end of the year all but five 
medals had been presented locally, or 
issued by post. This in itself was a major 
achievement for which all credit is due 

to the secretariat.  The remaining five 
awardees opted to take their chances 
and deferred, hoping that in 2021 the 
AGC would go ahead as hoped.

As the year unfolded further we got into 
the swing of evaluating each previously 

programmed event as the deadline 
approached; sadly turning out in each 
case to take the decision to carry them 
out remotely. All subsequent 2020 
Awards Meetings were successfully 
conducted online. I am most grateful to 
trustees for their time and contribution 
in enabling us to operate so successfully 
in these extraordinary circumstances.

As for all our public events the private 
Stanhope Gold Medal meeting with 
Commonwealth High Commissioners, 
scheduled to be hosted in the Sri Lanka 
High Commission, was cancelled. 
Instead, members of the Awards 
Committee, High Commissioners or their 
senior representatives from Australia, 
Canada, New Zealand and Sri Lanka, and 
the Chairman of the Liverpool Shipwreck 
& Humane Society voted online to select 
the recipient of the 2020 Stanhope 
Gold Medal. Although the quality of 
the cases was extremely high this year, 
the final vote unanimously selected Mr 
Nicola Gilio of New South Wales for his 

The Chairman and Secretary plan the next move
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bravery in overwhelming a knifeman who 
had attacked and assaulted a young girl. 
Mr Gilio was badly wounded during the 
fight. The selection was duly approved 
by Her Royal Highness. The full story 
can be found later in this report under 
Stanhope Gold Medal 2020.

In summary, the Society awarded 1 
Gold Stanhope Medal, 1 Silver Medal, 
25 Bronze Medals and two Bronze 2nd 
Award Clasps. Surprisingly, the number 
of nominations received only fell by 
about 20% and the Society was able 
to make 842 awards, all adjudicated 
remotely resulting in the saving of 349 
lives.  

Many of the Bronze Medals were 
awarded to Metropolitan Police Service 
officers who were involved in the London 
Bridge and Westminster Bridge terror 
attacks.  Two of those officers, PS 
Darren Laurie and PC Keith Malda were 
heavily involved in both incidents and 
for their actions each officer received 
the very rare Second Award clasp to 

their Bronze Medal. These awards can 
be viewed under the Police Medal 2019 
section, starting at page 16.

2020 was a ‘holding’ year in terms 
of our investment portfolio, managed 
by Church House. It was of course a 
year of extraordinary turbulence in 
investment markets across the world 
but Church House looked after us well 
so that we ended the year with a gain on 
investments – a modest gain only, but 
still positive. Further gains have accrued 
as markets have recovered into 2021. 
Our close working relationship with 
James Johnsen and the Charities Team 
at Church House continues and we are 
most grateful to them for their continued 
support and professional advice.  

The Trustees took the decision not 
to hold a Birdwood lecture in 2020, 
which, as it turned out, was a very 
wise call. However, as for all charities, 
donations to the Society last year fell by 
an average of 58% over the 10 months 
of the pandemic, and this created a 

significant challenge for us financially.  
We were most fortunate in that the 
reduction in donations was more than 
made up for by a one-off very generous 
legacy. We cannot, however, count on 
such occurrences on a regular basis.  In 
spite of continuing restrictions which 
look like inhibiting a return to normality 
for at least the next few months we are 
determined to continue our mission of 
awarding those who put their lives on 
the line to save others. Needless to 
say, alternative fundraising plans are 
under consideration, and we shall keep 
governors and supporters updated via 
the website.  

On behalf of us all I should like to 
thank Colonel Giles Crisp who retired 
as a trustee in July. Giles joined us 
in 2001 and was to date the longest 
serving trustee. During that time my 
predecessors and I always valued his 
sound judgement and the experience 
he brought to adjudicating awards. 
In addition, Giles deftly headed up 
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the Society’s Finance Committee and 
oversaw the very smooth and successful 
transition of our assets to Church House 
Investments.  I would like to personally 
thank Giles, not only for his enormous 
contribution to the Society, but also for 
his companionship and good humour. I 
know that you will join me in wishing 
him the very best in his latest adventure 
as Chairman of the International 
Dendrology Society.  

In June we welcomed to the office team 
Mrs Deborah Woollon-Kemp, who took 
up her post as our Awards Administrator. 
Debbie joins us from the Metropolitan 
Police Service where she worked for 
many years with the Met’s busy awards 
team. She knows exactly how it all works 
and has already proved to be a huge 
asset to the team. 

As always, I should like to record my 
thanks to the Master, Professor M J 
G Farthing MD DSc(Med), and the 
Wardens of the Worshipful Society 
of Apothecaries who kindly allow us 

the use of their hall for our quarterly 
award committee meetings, although 
this year we were only able to use their 
magnificent hall for our January meeting. 
At this point I would also traditionally 
thank the Master and Wardens of the 
Worshipful Company of Haberdashers 
for the use of their hall for our Annual 
General Court. I remain hopeful that 
we shall return soon, and we are very 
grateful to the Haberdashers for their 
continued support and flexibility over 
bookings and dates. 

I am grateful to all who help us with 
professional expertise, or financially, 
or by assistance in kind. In particular 
I wish to thank both Commissioner Ian 
Dyson, City of London Police, and David 
Lloyd, Police and Crime Commissioner 
for Hertfordshire, for their continued 
efforts to generate Police and PCC 
donations to the Society. It can not be 
an easy task persuading hard pushed 
operational commanders to part with 
their scarce resources.  

Finally, all trustees and governors I know 
will join me in thanking our permanent 
staff for their hard work behind the 
scenes which enable us to award so 
many brave people each year. They have 
faced up magnificently to the challenges 
imposed by the pandemic. 

I very much look forward to the day 
when restrictions are lifted fully and I 
may welcome governors, representatives 
of police forces, other donors, and of 
course brave awardees in person to 
one of our events. As you know we had 
to cancel this year’s Annual General 
Court, but we have firm plans to hold 
a smaller medal presentation ceremony 
at Haberdashers’ Hall on 27th October.      

John Grandy April 2021
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The Royal Humane Society makes 
awards for the saving of human life and 
for the restoration of life by resuscitation.

Nominees must have done one or more 
of the following: 

l   put their own life at risk in saving or 
attempting to save another person

l   made a significant contribution to the 
saving of a life, even without any risk 
to themselves

l   carried out a successful resuscitation

Our aim is to recognise brave and 
selfless people who put others before 
themselves. By bringing their deeds to 
public notice, we believe that a single 
act of humanity becomes both an 
example and an inspiration.

All awards, other than Resuscitation 
Certificates, are made according to the 
level of risk taken. The Trustees, who 
make up our Awards Committee, have 
backgrounds from many walks of life 
including medical and legal expertise, 
assess nominations four times a year: 
in January, April, July and October. The 
Awards Committee may also call on 
expert advice from our police as advisor 
and other specialists.

THE AWARDS

Stanhope Gold Medal (annual award)

Police Medal (annual award)

President’s Award 

(under 18s, annual award)

Silver Medal

Bronze Medal

In Memoriam Testimonial

Testimonial on Vellum

Testimonial on Parchment

Certificate of Commendation

Resuscitation Certificate

Aims of the Society
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Anyone can make a nomination to us 
and we would like to hear from you, 
whether you work for the emergency 
services or are a member of the public.

After we have received your nomination, 
the Awards Committee will decide, at 
its next quarterly meeting, which level 
of award should be made.

Nomination forms can be downloaded 
from our website:  
www.royalhumanesociety.org.uk:

Click the ‘Nominate’ button on  the 
home page of the website.

Download the nomination form.  
Having carefully completed it with as 
much detail as possible, email it to: 
secretary@royalhumanesociety.org.uk

Please make sure that you read our 
guidelines, available on the website, 
before submitting your nomination. 

You can also contact us by email, letter 
or phone to request a nomination form 
and guidelines.

Email: info@royalhumanesociety.org.uk

Phone: 020 7936 2942

Address:
Royal Humane Society
50/51 Temple Chambers
3-7 Temple Avenue
London EC4Y 0HP

Do you know someone 
who has put his or her life 
at risk to save, or attempt 
to save, another person, 
or someone who has 
carried out a successful 
resuscitation? Do you 
know someone who has 
saved a life by timely first 
aid, such as stopping 
arterial bleeding?

How to make a nomination
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The Stanhope Medal was introduced 
in 1873 in memory of Chandos 
Scudamore Scudamore Stanhope 
(1823-71). The first recipient was 
Captain Matthew Webb, for his 
attempted rescue of a man who had 
fallen into the Atlantic Ocean from the 
rigging of a ship. In 1875, Captain 
Webb achieved fame as the first 
person to swim the English Channel.

In 1962, it was decided that the 
award should be open to all kindred 
Commonwealth Humane Societies, 
so nominations from the UK, New 
Zealand, Australia, Canada, and from 
2012, Sri Lanka are now eligible.

STANHOPE GOLD MEDAL 2020
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thought the man was acting suspiciously, 
grabbed his head and pushed him into a 
wall. The offender produced a knife and 
lunged at Nicola, slashing him across the 
stomach causing long and deep wounds 
to his abdomen. The offender then 
threatened all three with the knife to stop 
them leaving. 

As the mother tried to carry the little girl 
from the cubicle the offender slashed 
her hand with the knife. Nicola put one 
arm around the offender’s head and tried 
to grab his knife wrist. In the struggle 
they fell to the floor and Nicola suffered 
further severe cuts to his wrist and a deep 
gash to the back of his head. 

Nicola was screaming with pain but 
stayed still as he feared the knife might 
inflict a fatal wound. Whilst still on his 
knees and despite his injuries Nicola 
kept the offender in a headlock. 

The man then bit Nicola in an attempt 
to extricate himself. A man who worked 

Mr NICOLA GILIO  

On 15 November 2018, at Kogarah, in 
New South Wales, Australia, a young 
girl of 7 had just finished a jazz ballet 
class and was waiting in the carpark with 
her mother until her sister’s class had 
finished. 

She returned to the building to use the 
shared public toilets. As she entered the 
facilities she was confronted by a man 
with a history of sexual offences who had 
earlier taken drugs. He violently attacked 
and assaulted her. The girl’s mother, her 
sister, and Nicola Gilio, whose daughter 
also attended the dance school, began 
searching for her. 

After about 40 minutes they encountered 
the predator and asked him if he had 
seen the girl. He said no and followed 
them into the toilets where they found 
the bound girl. 

The man tried to get away, but Nicola, who 
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Nicola Gilio being presented his 
Stanhope Gold Medal, and his 

Gold Medal & Gallagher Award 
of the Royal Humane Society 

of NSW, by Her Excellency the 
Honourable Margaret Beasley, 
Governor of New South Wales.
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on the same floor heard the screaming 
and rushed to the scene. He punched the 
offender twice in the face and the man 
went limp. The offender was arrested, 
and Nicola was immediately taken to 
hospital for urgent treatment. 

For his exceptional bravery that day 
Nicola Gilio was awarded the Gold Medal 
and the Gallaghan Award of the Royal 
Humane Society of New South Wales. 
In November 2020 he was unanimously 
awarded the Stanhope Gold Medal.
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Police Medal 2020

Police Medal 2020 – PS Darren Laurie 
and PC Keith Malda – Metropolitan 
Police Service

The Awards Committee unanimously 
voted to award PS Darren Laurie and PC 
Keith Malda the Police Medal following 
their extraordinary bravery and lifesaving 
acts at two separate terrorist incidents, 
for which they were awarded both the 
Bronze Medal and Second Award clasp. 
This is an exceptionally rare award and 
pictures of the medal with clasp can be 
seen below.  

On the afternoon of 22 March 2017 
a terrorist drove his vehicle along 
Westminster Bridge, deliberately 

running down pedestrians. The terrorist 
went on to attack Westminster Palace. 
The attack resulted in 4 killed and 49 
casualties, many with critical injuries. 
It was a confusing and very dangerous 
situation and the nominees were unsure 
about the whereabouts of the attacker, 
or if further attacks would follow as 
gunshots had been fired. PS Darren 
Laurie PC Keith Malda and colleagues 
were the very first police officers to 
respond to this incident, arriving before 
the emergency services. In addition 
to implementing emergency policing 
activities, all were directly involved in 
providing lifesaving care to the victims 
in an uncertain environment. 

PS Darren Laurie, a trained medic, 
ensured major incident first aid kits 
were deployed and immediately took 
charge of the officers who were dealing 
with casualties. He was told a woman 
had been knocked into the river by the 
suspect vehicle and her location was 
currently unknown. Darren ensured all 
marine vessels and rescue boats were 
aware. He conducted a triage of the 
bridge so he could assess the scale 
of the incident. He then went from 
casualty to casualty checking their 
injuries and then providing advice and 
guidance to the officers who were giving 
first aid, ensuring each casualty was 
being correctly treated. He organised 

At a Committee Meeting on 8th August 2000, having obtained the agreement of the Association of Chief Police Officers, it was 
resolved that there should be a new Royal Humane Society medal, in silver gilt, given annually ‘for the case of greatest gallantry  
by a Police Officer of the United Kingdom during the year’. This year marks the presentation of the 22nd Police Medal. 
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the evacuation of the walking wounded 
to the hotel that had been requisitioned 
as a first aid post and ensured the dead 
were properly recorded. He continued 
until everyone had been evacuated from 
the scene. As the final casualties were 
removed from the area Darren took 6 
officers and conducted a body search 
of the surrounding areas in case any 
casualties had collapsed unconscious 
and were hidden from view. He was the 
last officer to leave the bridge 8 hours 
later.  

PC Keith Malda immediately conducted 
a visual triage of two casualties on the 
south side of the bridge. He assisted one 
of these people, Melissa Cochran, wife 
of Kurt Cochran who died in the attack. 
She had sustained extremely serious 
injuries. Keith then helped paramedics 
and a doctor with first aid, going from 
one casualty to the next. He searched 
the scene and found the woman’s dead 
husband and then accompanied her to 
hospital as the continuity officer. 

Seven other officers who were involved 
in the Westminster Bridge attack 
have previously been recognised by 
the Society and were awarded Bronze 
Medals.   

Only months later both officers were 
again involved when on the evening 
of 3 June 2017 terrorists drove a van 
indiscriminately at pedestrians on 
London Bridge, killing and maiming 
people. The terrorists continued to 
Borough Market, where they attacked 
people in pubs and restaurants.  The 
assailants, who were armed with 
knives and wearing fake suicide vests, 
were shot dead by armed police. In 
total 8 innocent people died and 48 
were injured. PS Darren Laurie, PC 
Keith Malda and their colleagues were 
actively trying to save lives and remove 
casualties from immediate danger. The 
situation was confusing, taxing, and 
very dangerous. 

PS Darren Laurie sought permission to 
deploy to the scene of the attacks, and 
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he dealt with numerous casualties at 
various locations. Initially he deployed 
with a colleague to three seriously 
injured casualties who were all receiving 
CPR. Darren assessed each casualty, 
provided advice and encouragement to 
officers giving care, and he called for 
HEMS, defibrillators and advanced first 
aid kits. He provided vital leadership at 
the initial stages of the attack. An officer 
took over CPR on one of the casualties 
who had terrible wounds, which Darren 
then treated (including two penetrating 
wounds to the chest, a severed 
brachial artery, and an evisceration 
of the stomach). Once he had treated 
this person Darren went on to provide 
lifesaving first aid to other casualties, 
all of whom had stab wounds, and a 
man who had received a gunshot wound 
to the head. The officer then responded 
to a call that 60 people were barricaded 
in a pub, including a man who had been 
stabbed. Darren immediately deployed 

to the pub and treated an injured man 
for a penetrating chest wound and then 
evacuated him to a triage centre. Darren 
then returned to the pub and helped 
colleagues evacuate people to a safe 
area out of the ‘hot zone’.

PC Keith Malda arrived as gunshots were 
fired close by but nevertheless went to 
assist a seriously injured police officer 
who was unconscious. He had been 
stabbed in the head and had a severe 
leg wound.  Keith decided to use his 
van as a makeshift ambulance, as he 
knew no ambulances would be allowed 
to come into the danger zone. There 
were reports of IEDs, gunshots and 
multiple terrorists killing or seriously 
injuring people. Keith and his colleague 
lifted the unconscious officer into the 
van and drove off to hospital, leaving 
their first aid kits behind for others to 
use. They then declared themselves 
‘Bronze Hospital’ and took on the duty 
of being responsible for all casualties 

14
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PAST POLICE MEDAL RECIPIENTS

The Police Medal has been awarded as follows: 
Note: double awards were made in 2002, 2005, 2017 and 2020

that subsequently arrived. They worked 
as a team throughout the rest of the 
night. 

Seven other Metropolitan Police Service 
officers who were involved in the London 
Bridge attack have previously been 
recognised by the Society and were 
awarded Bronze Medals. In total 18 
Bronze Medal awards were made to MPS 
officers for their actions during those 
two terrorist attacks. They included PS 
Laurie and PC Malda whose second 
Bronze Medal is represented by the 
very rare Second Award clasp, pictured 
below.

Names Force For year
PC Wayne Martin Bedfordshire Police 2000
PC Paul Brown Metropolitan Police Service 2001
PC Robert McNeill  Cambridgeshire Constabulary 2002
PC David Dudley Cambridgeshire Constabulary 2002
PC David Edwards Hampshire Constabulary 2003
PC Austin Clarkson British Transport Police 2004
PC Anthony May Metropolitan Police Service 2005
PC Michael Pinder Metropolitan Police Service 2005
PC Trevor Anderson PSNI 2006
PC Stewart McIlroy Suffolk Constabulary 2007
PC Arron Worbey Hertfordshire Constabulary 2008
PC Colin Swan Metropolitan Police Service 2009
PC  Rob Condy-Young Devon and Cornwall Constabulary 2010
PC Matthew Hammill Suffolk Constabulary 2011
PC Jo Cosser Avon and Somerset Constabulary 2012
PC Joel Forrester Hertfordshire Constabulary 2013
PCSO Jonathan Bintcliffe Avon and Somerset Constabulary 2014
PC Sean Cannon West Yorkshire Police 2015
Insp Darren Sear Nottinghamshire Police 2016
PC Thomas Green  Avon and Somerset Constabulary 2017
PC Timothy Middleton) Avon and Somerset Constabulary 2017
PC James Slender Metropolitan Police Service 2018
PC Allen James Parker Metropolitan Police Service 2019
PS Darren Laurie Metropolitan Police Service 2020
PC Keith Malda Metropolitan Police Service 2020

15
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2020 Award recipients – a selection

LLOYD BISHOP (Silver Medal) 

On the evening of 22 Dec 2019 Lloyd 
Bishop was waiting on the platform at 
his railway station when he noticed a 
drunk man in a state of distress, so he 
went over to see if he could help. The 
man told Lloyd he was feeling suicidal 
and climbed down onto the live tracks. 
Lloyd leant over the platform edge and 
stretched out his hand in the hope that 
the man would grab it and pull himself 
back up onto the platform, however, he 
made no attempt to save himself. Lloyd 

was horrified to see that there was a 
high speed through train coming down 
the tracks to their platform and that the 
man’s life was in immediate and extreme 
danger. Without any regard for his own 
safety, Lloyd jumped down onto the live 
tracks with the train fast approaching, 
grabbed hold of the man and pulled him 
towards the platform. He then lifted him 
up onto the platform where another man 
began to pull him away from the edge. 
Meanwhile Lloyd scrambled up onto the 
platform only one second away from 
being struck by the train. The whole 
incident was captured on the station 
CCTV. 

DAAN DE VRIES (Bronze Medal)

On the evening of 14 Feb 2020 Daan de 
Vries was on the balcony of his fifth floor 
flat overlooking the Thames when he 
noticed a man on the scaffolding of a 
walkway over the river. He could see he 
was tying something round his neck. 

Daan ran down to the walkway and 
found the man hanging over the river. 
He had tied a belt around his neck and 
attached it to some scaffolding. Daan 
tried to lift the man and managed to 
loosen the belt and free his neck from 
the noose. However, due to the weight of 
the man’s lifeless body, he dropped into 
the water below. Daan called the 
emergency services and then jumped 
into the water to try to keep the man 
afloat. The water was nearly freezing, 
and it was very dark. Daan managed to 
cling onto the scaffolding, hold the man 
above water, and speak to the emergency 
operator to get help. Daan was still in 
the water holding the man afloat when 
police and a Marine Unit arrived 5 
minutes later. He then helped police get 
the man out of the water so that they 
could begin CPR. The man was taken to 
hospital where unfortunately he died 
later. Daan himself was treated for 
hypothermia by paramedics at the 
scene.
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MICHAEL DONALDSON  
(Bronze Medal)

CLAIRE NEAVES  
(Bronze Medal)

LUKE LELEU  
(Testimonial on Vellum)

STEVEN PEARCE  
(Testimonial on Vellum)

JAMIE NEAVES  
(Certificate of Commendation)

On 31 Jul 2019 a car travelling at high 
speed (estimated by police to be 
between 80-100 mph) hit two other 
vehicles in a residential street. The 
speeding car and another vehicle flew 
through a hedge and caught fire, 
trapping their occupants inside. Michael 
Donaldson and Luke Leleu saw the 
crash and ran to help those trapped in 
their cars. Claire Neaves also heard the 
collision from inside her house and ran 
outside with her son Jamie, aged 16,  to 

help. Michael successfully released the 
driver of the first burning car and carried 
him away from the flames. He then went 
back with Luke and despite the flames 
they attempted to remove the front seat 
passenger. They were unsuccessful and 
had to retreat due to the heat and 
flames. Claire gave immediate first aid 
to an injured woman and moved her 
away from the first burning vehicle with 
help from Jamie, who then ran and 
knocked on doors to get fire 
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provided first aid to the four injured 
people they had rescued until the 
ambulances arrived. Unfortunately, the 
driver of the first burning vehicle who 
was rescued by Michael died of his 
injuries later that evening. The 
remainder all recovered. 

CONSTABLE GARETH MAGUIRE  
(Bronze Medal)

CONSTABLE CONOR MCMEEKIN  
(Bronze Medal)

On 7 Feb 2019, just after midnight, 
Gareth Maguire and Conor McMeekin 
responded to reports of a car that had 
caught fire. They found the car was well 
alight and they feared that it was about 
to be completely engulfed in flames. A 
bystander told the officers that there 
was someone still in the vehicle. Fearing 
the vehicle would explode at any 
moment, Gareth and Conor approached 
the burning vehicle to confirm if anyone 

was still inside.  The officers were now 
very close and in danger of being 
engulfed in the flames or inhaling the 
billowing smoke. They could see an 
unconscious woman in the front 
passenger seat. They realised the danger 
she was in and without further thought 
they got into the vehicle to extract the 
woman. They pulled her clear before she 
could be consumed by the ferocious 
flames. She was admitted to hospital 
with serious injuries from smoke 
inhalation but survived her ordeal.

extinguishers. Whilst he was doing this, 
Jamie noticed there was another man 
trapped in the second vehicle, which 
was emitting smoke, and so told his 
mother. Meanwhile Claire tried to put 
out the flames of the first burning car 
with a hosepipe so that they could 
rescue the trapped man. She had to be 
restrained by Michael as the danger 
from fire was now too great. Michael and 
Claire then went to the second vehicle 
that Jamie had alerted them to and they 
hauled the trapped man from the 
vehicle, despite the smoke and obvious 
risk of fire. Steven Pearce was a 
firefighter on the first fire engine that 
arrived. He saw there was still a man 
trapped in the first burning car and tried 
to get him out. He was unable to do so 
and so lay down on top of the trapped 
man to protect him from the flames 
whilst his colleagues extinguished the 
fire. Steven’s selfless action prevented 
further burns and the man he saved has 
since made a good recovery. Claire then 
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CDT SGT ALEX JEANGUILLAUME - 
Yorkshire (N&W) Army Cadet Force 
(Bronze Medal)

On the evening of 30 Aug 2019 Alex 
Jeanguillaume, aged 15, was with her 
friend in the park when they were 
threatened by a man with a knife. He 

ordered the teenagers to hand over their 
mobile phones. They refused to do so, 
and so the armed man deliberately 
moved towards the boy and threatened 
to attack him with the knife. Alex, who 
was trained in ju-jitsu, realised her 
friend was in sudden danger. She 
quickly counter attacked, grabbing the 
man by his arm and shoulder and 
throwing him to the ground. She then 
grappled with him on the floor, even 
though he still held the knife in his 
hand. The man was shouting to her that 
if she let him go, he would run off and 
leave them, but Alex held on. Eventually 
the attacker broke free and managed to 
escape, running off with the knife. The 
attempt on Alex and her friend was the 
third robbery in the park that day and 
the previous adults who had been 
threatened had all complied with the 
robber’s demands. Cadet Sergeant Alex 
Jeanguillaume was formally recognised 
for her bravery by Otley Town Council.

IAN SOAKELL (Bronze Medal)

JAMES SOAKEL (Bronze Medal)

PETER ANTHONY WOOD (Bronze Medal)

On 4 May 2019 in the early hours of the 
morning two young men in a speeding 
car hit a tree and the vehicle caught fire. 
The flames were about 12 feet high and 
there was a risk that the car would 
explode. First to reach the car was Peter 
Wood and his wife, Mandy. Peter tried to 
enter through the passenger door, but it 
was jammed. He then got in through a 
back door and managed to pull the 
passenger over the top of his seat into 
the back and then out of the burning 
car. He and his wife then carried the 
man over to a neighbour’s lawn as they 
feared the car may explode. The man’s 
trousers were on fire and Peter beat out 
the flames with his bare hands. 
Afterwards, he was treated in hospital 
for his burns. Shortly after the rescue of 
the passenger, Ian and James Soakell 
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both pulled the driver out and carried 
him to safety. The man’s head and feet 
were on fire and most of his clothes had 
burned off him. All this time the car was 
burning fiercely, and the risk of explosion 
was high. They placed him in the 
recovery position and James made sure 
his airway was open, whilst Ian covered 
the man’s burns with wet towels. They 

kept talking to the men and reassuring 
them until the emergency services 
arrived. The driver was badly burnt and 
had a serious leg injury but survived. 
The passenger also survived although he 
continues to suffer from his injuries.

reached the burning car and found the 
young driver was still in the car and 
unconscious. Ian went into the 
passenger side while James tried to pull 
open the driver’s door. Ian could not 
release the driver from the passenger 
side, but James managed to pull the 
driver’s door open using a metal crowbar 
he had found inside the car. They then 
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STUART KING (Testimonial on Vellum)

On 7 Feb 2020 Stuart King and a group 
of friends were ice climbing up 
Raeburn’s Gully, on Creag Meaghaidh, in 
the Cairngorm National Park. Conditions 
were cold and clear with a good covering 
of snow on the mountain. As they 
prepared their equipment, they met 
another group who were climbing ahead 
of them. Later Stuart’s group passed 

them on the way up the gully. A while 
later they heard a cry of alarm from the 
lower group and looked down to see one 
of the climbers tumbling down the gully 
at great speed, unable to use his ice axe 
to arrest his fall. He ricocheted off the 
gully walls as he fell, and being without 
a helmet, he suffered severe head and 
facial injuries. It was a serious incident 
and one of Stuart's colleagues climbed 
out of the gully and immediately called 
the emergency services. Stuart carefully 
considered the options with his 
remaining colleagues, knowing they had 
no rescue equipment with them, and 
that the helicopter was being dispatched 
but would be some time. His colleagues 
decided to climb up the gully and 
descend along a longer but easier route 
to reach the man. Stuart realised that 
for the man to survive time was critical 
and so he took the decision to climb 
back down the icy gully on his own, 
descending some 300m on steep ice 
without the aid of a rope as quickly as 

possible. Given the steepness of the 
gully and the nature of the ice, this was 
a very serious prospect and not without 
considerable risk. If he fell, he too would 
become a casualty and compound the 
problem. About 40 minutes after 
witnessing the accident Stuart reached 
the man and immediately gave first aid. 
The man had suffered major trauma to 
his head (fluid on the brain and damage 
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ALAN REED (Testimonial on Vellum)

On the afternoon of 15 Aug 2019 Alan 
Reed was working in his garage and 
talking to an elderly woman when a 
drunk man approached them. He was 
acting strangely and talking about dying 
and death. Alan knew the man who was 
a well-known troublemaker and who only 
the previous week had attempted to stab 
Alan with a 12 inch knife. He was aware 
of the dangerous situation and placed 
himself between the man and the elderly 
woman until she could get away. As Alan 
was trying to edge away the man grabbed 
him but he pulled away and rang the 
police. The man returned noisily to his 
flat and shortly afterwards they could 
smell smoke and the detectors were 
going off. Alan went to check and found 
black smoke coming from the man’s flat 
and rapidly filling the communal hall. 
The previous week the police had 
smashed in the man’s door. It had not 
yet been fixed and there was a gap 

through which the smoke was seeping. 
Alan then rang the fire brigade, and 
against their instructions to leave the 
building he organised an evacuation, 
moving residents to a safe place. He 
then returned to the building where he 
used a sledgehammer and an axe to try 

to his frontal lobe) and torso, breaking 
his wrist, fracturing his ribs, and 
damaging his ankle. Stuart opened and 
maintained his airway and then attended 
to his wounds. He removed the man’s 
rucksack which was restricting his 
breathing and placed him in a survival 
bag. Given the extent of the trauma, 
without a maintained airway and 
insulation the man may well have died. 
Shortly after Stuart arrived one of his 
colleagues reached the scene and 
together, they got the man into a survival 
shelter. It took the helicopter well over 
an hour to reach them. Stuart and his 
colleague helped the winchman load the 
man into the helicopter and he was 
flown to hospital where he was placed in 
a coma for 12 days whilst he received 
critical surgery. He was discharged 9 
weeks later and has since fully 
recovered. Stuart is a member of 
Northumberland National Park Mountain 
Rescue Team but was not taking part in 
MR activities on the day of the incident.
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to break down the man’s front door, but 
it was locked and barricaded from the 
inside. There was black smoke 
everywhere. Alan got an electric 
chainsaw and with no protective kit he 
attacked the door. The fire engine 
arrived but at the wrong end of the street 
and so Alan ran down to guide them in, 
injuring his ankle on the way. He 
returned with one firefighter to try to 
open the door. Eventually they were 
ordered back by the chief firefighter and 
specialist equipment was used to 
extinguish the fire. As Alan left the 
building, he became aware of shouting 
from the rear of the flats. They ran 
around and found two women who had 
enticed the man to come to his window. 
Fires could be seen inside his flat. Alan 
and the firefighter grabbed the man and 
struggled against him as he tried to pull 
them into his flat. Firefighters were now 
in the flat and forced the man into his 
bedroom, but he fought all the way as 
they tried to get him out through the 

bedroom window. Due to the man’s large 
size and his inebriated state he would 
not go through the window. Alan got 
some tools from a fire engine and 
together they cut out the window frame. 
Alan came face to face with the man 
and they dragged him out and slid him 
down a ladder to safety. After the man 
was taken away to hospital Alan 
organised a clean-up and arranged for 
residents to stay elsewhere and to be 
fed. He busied himself looking after 
concerned residents and consoling the 
children and the elderly. The man was 
later arrested.  

NICK WOOLLEY 
(Certificate of Commendation)

On 8 Nov 2019 in Zambia a group of 
about 20 people were gathered around a 
poolside barbecue. When his parents 
were momentarily distracted a small 
child fell into the pool. The child was in 
the deep end and could not swim. Nick 

Woolley immediately dived into the pool, 
grabbed the boy and swam him safely to 
the pool side. No first aid was necessary 
because Nick had reacted so quickly. 
The boy was shocked but unharmed. 
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DOMINIC JOEL BARTH 
(Resuscitation Certificate)

On 29 Sept 2019 Dominic Barth, aged 
15, was staying with his grandmother 
when she had a heart attack. He heard a 
loud thud and found her face down on 
the floor in a confined space next to her 
bed. He kept calm and checked to see if 
she was breathing and had a pulse. His 
grandmother was unresponsive and had 
turned blue. Dominic immediately 

called the emergency services and then 
phoned his mother. Under instruction 
from the operator Dominic performed 
CPR for around four minutes. He had 
never done this before and had no 
medical training. The first responders 
arrived very quickly and together with 
Dominic they continued with 
compressions and delivered four shocks 
until her heart restarted. 

A month later she again collapsed and 
fell to the floor. Dominic heard her 
groaning as she could not breathe. He 
checked for a heartbeat, which was very 
slow and then stopped. He again called 
the emergency services and then placed 
his grandmother on her back and once 
again performed CPR for about two 
minutes until his grandmother’s heart 
was beating again. The paramedics 
arrived and took over, commenting that 
for the second time his calm quick 
actions had saved his grandmother’s 
life.

24

 1 Silver Medal
 25 Bronze Medals and 2 Bronze
  Second Award Clasps
 45 Testimonials on Vellum
 136 Testimonials on Parchment
 255 Certificates of Commendation
 374 Resuscitation Certificates

The awards were made as follows:
 317 to members of the public
 525 to police officers

Annual awards were made as follows:
The Stanhope Gold Medal  
(one recipient)
The Police Medal (two recipients)
The President’s Award (one recipient)

The Chairman and Trustees also presented a 
Certificate of Appreciation, which is not an 
award, to Mr Leslie Richards who received 
a bravery award from the Society in June 
1942. At the time Leslie Richards was 15 
years old and is the longest living holder of 
any of our Society’s bravery awards.

2020 AWARD YEAR  
IN FIGURES
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Michael Bernard (2018) was a European 
marketing director for an international IT 
corporation. While working there he was 
a Trustee with his firm’s disability charity 
AbilityNet between 2011 and 2017 and is now 
an independent trustee. In 2019 he joined the 
board of Southern Health Foundation NHS Trust 
as a Non-Executive Director. He is a member 
of the International Advisory Board for Exeter 
Business School and is a Governor at Downside 
School. He is married with three sons and lives 
in Wiltshire. His interests are golf and playing 
the guitar.

Anna Blaxland (2015) runs her own Lifestyle 
workshop and events business based in 
Hampshire. Previous employment included eight 
years working in the City and three years with 
interior designer Nina Campbell. She has been 
a trustee with the Royal Humane Society for 5 
years and is actively involved in organising the 
fundraising Birdwood lectures at the RGS. She 
lives in Hampshire with her husband and their 
three university aged children. Her passions 
include skiing, walking in Cornwall and travelling.

Luke Chauveau (2016) is a Partner at an 
international PR firm advising clients mainly 
in Africa and the Middle East on reputational 
issues. He served in the Blues & Royals for 
eight years and is a Director of the Household 
Cavalry Museum. He is still a keen rugby player, 

cricketer and skier. He lives in London with his 
wife and their two children.  

Peter Dawson (2018) is lawyer with over 40 years 
of experience in and around UK commercial 
property, providing counsel on a wide range of 
issues. He was a Partner and head of Real Estate 
at top 100 law firm, Russell-Cooke, from 1982 
to 2018 and is now a consultant. He is married 
with one daughter. His interests are cricket, 
sailing and skiing.

Mark Dickson (2016) spent a brief period in 
the shipping department of a major trading 
company in Hong Kong before deciding to go 
into teaching. He spent 28 years at Shrewsbury 
School before leaving in 2006 to become Chief 
Executive of the Independent Schools Football 
Association. He enjoys golf and food and lives in 
Beaconsfield.

Diane Duke LVO DL (2015) is Private Secretary 
and Comptroller to HRH Princess Alexandra. 
She previously worked for the World Health 
Organisation and the University of Lancaster. 
She has volunteered for a number of charities 
and served as a school governor. She has two 
adult daughters, and her interests include 
walking, swimming and choral singing. She 
was appointed Deputy Lieutenant of Lancashire 
in 2012 and Lieutenant of the Royal Victorian 
Order in 2013.

John Grandy (1987) has a background in army 
and civil helicopters, and the aerospace industry. 
He was Chairman of Cowes Week from 2006-
2011 and had a half share in a yacht racing 
consultancy from 2008-2017. He is married and 
lives in Dorset. His interests include sailing and 
golf. He became Deputy Chairman in May 2009 
and was elected Chairman in 2014.

George Hawkins (2015) served for eight years in 
the Light Dragoons and since leaving the forces 
has worked in government and infrastructure. 
He now works for the Real Estate firm CBRE 
where he advises clients delivering large internal 
construction and procurement programmes. 
George is married with three children, lives 
in Wiltshire and enjoys cricket, shooting and 
learning more about gardening.

Kate Holt (2018) is a photojournalist, trainer and 
project manager. She has worked for numerous 
UK media outlets including the Financial Times 
and Mail on Sunday in Afghanistan, and the BBC 
and Guardian throughout Africa. Her focus is on 
human rights to bring the stories of civilians to 
a global audience. In 2012 she established a 
communications agency, Arete, that facilitates 
communications for the NGO sector. She was 
born in Zimbabwe, spent her youth in Canada, 
and now lives in Washington DC. 

Dr Michael McCaldin (2015) is a General 
Practitioner in Bristol and is Chairman of the 

Committee Biographies 2020
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Bristol Orthopaedic Trust. He is a member of the 
Commanderie de Bordeaux à Bristol. He is also a 
printmaker and has an interest in the history of 
art and enjoys walking and skiing. He is married 
with two daughters.

Rupert Novis (2008) received the Stanhope Gold 
Medal in 1988. He served in the Coldstream 
Guards, worked in the commodity derivative 
trading business for 14 years and now runs a 
Single Family Office which focuses on venture 
capital investments. He has three children and 
lives in London. He is a keen sportsman, enjoys 
travel and international culture.

Rowena Osborne (2015) is Head of Recruitment 
at Sidekicks, providing exceptional support 
people to founders, entrepreneurs, private 
households and businesses of all sizes, across 
all sectors, all over the world. She also runs 
Macaroon Cooks, providing cooks for all occasions 
to private clients in the UK and abroad. 

Lynda Rose MBE (2008) was Commandant of 
the FANY (Princess Royal’s Volunteer Corps) 
until the end of the Centenary Year 2007 and is 
now a Vice President. She is a keen supporter of 
the Bournemouth Symphony Orchestra, Patron 
and fundraiser of The Dorset Festival Opera and 
is this year a part of the team targeting £1million 
for the Splash Appeal’s adult therapy pool. Her 
other interests include her family and sailing her 
Cornish Shrimper.

Sir Nigel Southward KCVO (2006) was formerly 
Apothecary to the Queen and other members 
of the Royal Household. He retired in 2003 to 
spend more time sailing. He is married with 
three children.

Charles Spicer (2012) is the great nephew 
of R T Hawes (a past chairman) who was a 
direct descendent of Dr William Hawes, one 
of the founders of the Society. He chairs three 
public companies, the Department of Health’s 
Invention for Innovation Funding Panel, and 
the Philanthropy and Grants committee of the 
Fishmongers’ Company. He served as High 
Sheriff of Greater London in 2018/19. He 
became Deputy Chairman in February 2017.

Sheridan Swallow (2018) is a Chartered 
Accountant who has worked mainly in commerce 
and industry. He is married with two grown up 
children and lives in Hampshire. A former Master 
of the Haberdashers Livery Company, he is now 
a Governor of one of their Academy Federations 
and is also a Governor of ACS International 
Schools. When it comes to weekends, his view 
is that all daylight hours spent indoors or in town 
are probably time wasted.

Rupert Uloth (2010) served as an officer in 
The Life Guards for six years. He worked for 
Country Life magazine for 22 years, becoming 
Deputy Editor and Travel Editor. He is now a 
freelance journalist and has written for the 

Daily Telegraph, Sunday Telegraph and Literary 
Review. He is currently Master of the Worshipful 
Company of Grocers, one of the Great Twelve 
livery companies. He is chairman elect of the 
Royal Bath and West of England Show and 
lives in West Sussex with his wife and their two 
children. 

Commissioner Ian Dyson QPM is the 
Commissioner of the City of London Police. He 
joined the force as Commander in 2010, leading 
initially on organisational change and later as the 
lead on Economic Crime, expanding the force’s 
national fraud responsibilities. Two years later he 
was promoted to Assistant Commissioner leading 
cultural change, leadership and development 
within the Force. He is the National Policing Lead 
on Information Assurance. He was promoted to 
Commissioner in January 2016. 

Inspector Rob Gurney acts as police adviser 
to the Society, on behalf of Commissioner Ian 
Dyson QPM. Inspector Gurney served with 
Hertfordshire Constabulary for some years and 
held many appointments including Staff Officer 
to the Chief and Deputy Chief Constables. He 
was national President of the Disabled Police 
Association and he was also the national lead 
on Number Plate Recognition research. He is 
involved in fundraising for a number of charities.
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Annual General Court 2020

The 246th Annual General Court was held on Thursday 28th May 2020. Due to government 
restrictions imposed during the Coronavirus pandemic the meeting was conducted remotely. 
There were no medal presentations and no guest speaker at this extraordinary Court. Mr John 
Grandy, Chairman and Honorary Treasurer, was in the Chair. 

Mr John Grandy and Mr Charles Spicer were re-elected as Chairman and Deputy Chairman 
respectively, and Mr Mark Dickson, Mrs Diane Duke LVO DL, and Sir Nigel Southward KCVO 
were re-elected as Trustees of the Society.

Messrs Ridley, Marreco and Co were re-appointed as the Society’s Independent Examiner.

There being no further business the Chairman closed the Court. 
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ORGANISATIONS, COMPANIES & TRUSTS
The Worshipful Society of Apothecaries
Meri and Keith Benham Charitable Trust
The Late Mrs Ellen Blenkinsop Legacy
Carr-Ellison Trust
Church House Investment Management 
City of London Corporation
Colchester Medical Society 
Crichtons Company Restorations
The Worshipful Company of Grocers
The Haberdashers’ Company
The late Mrs Irene Howard Legacy
Just Giving Foundation
Longmeadow Trust
Orders & Medals Research Society
Patrons’ Fund – Privy Purse Charitable Trust
Police Professional (Sponsorship of Police Medal)
Research International

The Late Mrs Edith Schofield Legacy
JA Swire Charities
Colonel WH Whitbread Charitable Trust
White Oak Charitable Trust

MAJOR INDIVIDUAL DONORS
Mark Allen
Stephen Bunce
Mark Dickson
Mr & Mrs David Laing
George Parker
Clare Russell JP
Alan Titchmarsh MBE DL

POLICE FORCES AND PCCS
North Yorkshire PCC
West Mercia PCC
West Midlands Police

Donors 2020
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LIFE GOVERNORS
Mr Mark Allen
Lord Ashcroft KCMG PC
Mr & Mrs Michael Bernard
Dr Robert Bethel
Mrs Gordon Birdwood 
Mr Terence Bramall
Mr T Bunting
Mr & Mrs Richard Burbidge OBE DL 
Mr & Mrs Michael Campbell
Mr Neil Connolly
Mr Richard Corfield
Professor Robert Cumming
Mr Richard Dick
Mr Richard Dutton
Miss Edwina Fetherston-Dilke
Mr Tom Floyd DL
Mr & Mrs David Franks
Mr Jose Gonsalves
Mr Adam Gosling
The Hon Gilbert Greenall CBE
Inspector Robert Gurney PhD
Mrs Suzana Harvey
Sir Algernon & the Hon Lady Heber-Percy
Mr Robert Hiscox
Mr Nigel Hurst-Brown
Dame Julie Kenny CBE DL
Mr and Mrs David Laing
Mr & Mrs I M Laing
Mr Simon Langton
Mr & Mrs Gareth Lewis
Viscount and Viscountess Lifford DL
Baroness Eliza Manningham-Buller LG DCB
Mr Peregrine Massey
Dr Michael McCaldin FRCGP
Rear Admiral J A L Myres CB

Mr & Mrs Rupert Novis
Mr Richard Oldfield
Mr George Parker 
Mrs Denise Patterson
Mr & Mrs Charles Peel
Mrs Lynda Rose MBE 
Mr Daniel Rosenbaum
Mr C H Sharwood-Smith MBE DL
Mr & Mrs Alan Sinclair
Mr & Mrs Andrew Steggles
Sir Hugh and Lady Sykes
Mr Alan Titchmarsh MBE DL
Mr & Mrs Richard Titley
Mr Richard Tomkinson
Maj Dominic Troulan GC QGM
Mr Rupert Uloth
Mrs Sara Walduck
Mr N P Wentworth-Stanley
Sir Samuel Whitbread KCVO JP
Col Dick Wilkinson TD 
Mr J B Woodd-Walker
Mr Tony Worth CVO

GOVERNORS 
Sir Jeremy Bagge Bt DL
Dr Craig Barclay 
Mr Grahame Barker 
Mr & Mrs David Barnett
Mr Julian Beauchamp
Mr P W Bedford
Mr Michael Beesley
Mr & Mrs Benham
Mr Andrew Bignold
Mr Richard Ian Black
Mrs Anna Blaxland
Mr & Mrs M J Brooke

Sir Andrew Buchanan Bt
Mr Stephen Bunce         
Mr John Burke DL
Mr and Mrs J M Carr-Ellison
Mr Henry Cator OBE DL
Captain W W F Chatterton-Dickson RN
Mr Luke Chauveau
Dr Nigel Clark
Mr S W Clarke
Mrs Marilyn Clegg
Mr and Mrs Robert Colvill
Mrs Lavinia Corbally Stourton 
Mr Cottam
Lord Crathorne KCVO
Colonel J R G Crisp
Mr Robin Crozier
His Honour H M Daniel CVO KStJ
Mr Peter Dawson
Mr Clive Delamain
Mr M D Dickson
Mr M D Drury CBE
Mrs Diane Duke LVO DL
Mr & Mrs Mark Dumas
Mr Peter Forbes 
Mr Norman Gareth Gooding CStJ  
Mrs Didy Grahame OBE MVO
Mr John Grandy
Mr Eric D Grounds
Mr George Hawkins
Mr & Mrs Peter Helmore
Ms Katherine Holt
Mr E P Horne BEM
Mr David Jenkins
Mrs Penny Jones
Mr CE Lillis
Mr Murray MacFarlane

Maj Gen & Mrs Patrick MacLellan CB CVO MBE
Mr Andrew Norman-Butler
Duke of Northumberland DL
Mrs Rowena Osborne
Maj Gen D Pennefather CB OBE
Lord Petre KCVO
Mr Bruce Powell
Mr Michael Purslow
Mrs Clare Russell DL JP
Mr R S Sandhu MBE DL
Mr Tahir Shah
Lt Col Alan Sharkey MBE CStJ TD
Mr James Shaw
Mr Jamie Sheldon
Mr William Shelford
Mr James Shepherd-Cross
Sir Nigel Southward KCVO
Mr Charles Spicer
Mr & Mrs Martin Stanley 
Mr G Staple CB QC
Mr D M Steen
Mr Neil Stevens
Mr Peter Stone 
Dr Hamed Bin Mohamed Khalifa al Suwaidi
Mr Sheridan Swallow
Commodore & Mrs P J Thicknesse 
Mrs Susan Thornely DL
Mr Peter Townsend
Dame Janet Trotter DBE
Ms Kathie Webber
Mr Richard Wilkin LVO MBE DL
Dr Roger Willoughby 
Mr B A Wiseman
Mr Gavin Wishart

Governors of the Society
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Becoming a Governor or Friend of the 
Society provides an opportunity for 
those who are supporters of the Society 
to become a little more involved. 

The Royal Humane Society is run by the 
Secretariat, who report to the Chairman 
and Trustees of the charity. Governors 
are invited to the Annual General 
Court, where they will meet Committee 
Members and fellow Governors, as 
well as some of the Society’s award 
recipients whose awards are being 
presented. Governors’ names are printed 
in the Annual Report, of which they will 
be sent a copy in recognition of their 
interest. Governors also receive priority 
invitations to our fundraising events, 
such as the Birdwood Lecture.

Friends are invited to fundraising events 
(Birdwood Lecture) and receive a copy 
of the Society’s Annual Report and news 
by email. Their names are also listed on 
the website.

How to become a Governor or Friend

Life Governor £1,000

Joint Life Governors £1,500 
(for a couple)

Governor £100 
(per annum)

Joint Governor £150 
(per annum)

Friend £25 
(per annum)

Joint Friends £40 
(per annum)

If you would like to become a Governor 
or a Friend please visit our website  
www.royalhumanesociety.org.uk.

Click on the ‘Support the Society’ tab 
at the top of the page, then click on 
the appropriate button and complete 
the details as requested. You will be 
invited to fill in a Gift Aid Declaration 
and a Standing Order form if that is your 
preferred method of payment. If you are 
considering becoming a Life Governor 
you may wish to pay by cheque or BACS. 
Completing a Gift Aid Declaration will 
enable us to claim a further 25 pence in 
tax for each pound you donate.

Our Royal Charter, granted in 1959, 
stipulated a subscription of one 
guinea a year to become a Governor 
or ten guineas for a Life Governor. 
Unfortunately, we now have to charge a 
little more, as follows:
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SUMMARY OF INCOME This Year 2020 Last Year 2019

£ % £ %

Investment income 19,672  7 24,347  20

Donations 40,438  15 61,856  52

Legacies received 210,255 78 12,000 10

Income from events -  0 21,327  18

Total 270,365 100 119,530 100

Incoming resources for the year 
amounted to £270,365. Last year 
incoming resources amounted to
£119,530. Resources expended 
were £123,448 (2019 £126,028). 
The market value of our investments 
increased by £34,008 during the year. 
The general fund, which is unrestricted,
increased by £155,646 over the year. 
Included in this figure is an unrealised 
gain of £891 on revaluation of 
investment assets at the year end.

Financial overview
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Net (outgoing) resources 146,917 (6,498)

Realised and unrealised 8,729 90,821

gains/(losses) on investments 

Increase/(Decrease) in funds 155,646 84,323

Royal Humane Society 2020

Independent Examiners
Ridley, Marreco & Co,
Grenville House, 
Main Road, 
Farthinghoe, 
Northants NN13 5PA

Bankers
Drummonds at  
Royal Bank of Scotland plc  
49 Charing Cross  
London SW1 2DX

Solicitors
Russell Cooke,  
7 Bedford Row,  
London WC1R 4B

Investment Managers
Church House Investment Management, 
York House, 6 Coldharbour, Sherborne, 
Dorset DT9 4JW

SUMMARY OF EXPENDITURE This Year 2020 Last Year 2019

£ % £ %

Awards and presentation costs 16,298 13 8,094 6

Cost of staging events - 0 8,279 7

Rent and rates 17,051 14 12,878 10

Salaries 74,340 60 71,882 57

Management and administration 14,822 12 20,799 17

Investment management 937 1 919 1

Legal charges for new lease - 0 3,177 2

Total 123,448 100 126,028 100 
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Ways of donating to the Society

The Society relies heavily on donations 
from our friends and supporters. Your 
support is vital and we ask that you 
encourage others to help by making a 
donation to the Society.

ONLINE
Donate online with PayPal or by card. 
Please go to the home page of the 
Society’s website -  
www.royalhumanesociety.org.uk - 
and click on ‘Support the Society’ and 
then on the ‘Donate button’. 

BANK STANDING ORDER
If you would like to commit to regular 
payments, a Standing Order form can be 
downloaded from the Society’s website -  
www.royalhumanesociety.org.uk - and 
click on the ‘Donate’ tab on the top 
of the opening page. This should be 
completed and returned to the Society.

GIFT AID
If you are a UK taxpayer the Gift Aid 
scheme is a tax efficient way to make 
a donation. We are able to claim back 
the tax you have already paid on the 
sum of your donation. In order to donate 
with Gift Aid please complete a Gift Aid 
Declaration form which can be found on 
the Society’s website under the ‘Donate’ 
tab. This should be completed and 
returned to the Society.

BECOME A GOVERNOR
See ‘How to become a Governor’  
on page 31. 

BECOME A FRIEND
See ‘How to become a Friend’  
on page 31. 

CHARITY AID FOUNDATION
As a registered charity we can accept 
CAF vouchers providing they are a 
donation and not a payment for goods 
or services.

LEGACIES 
All gifts and bequests to the Society 
by will are exempt from inheritance tax 
and gifts of assets (shares or chattels) 
are not liable to capital gains tax. If you 
would like to discuss leaving a legacy 
please contact the Secretary.

DONATIONS IN MEMORY  
OF A LOVED ONE
Supporters of the Society frequently 
ask family and friends for donations to 
charity in place of flowers at a funeral. 
Any donations received may be collected 
by the funeral director or family member 
and passed to the Secretary.

CHEQUE
Cheques should be made payable to 
“Royal Humane Society” and sent to 
the Secretary.
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From the Archives

Festival on 15 April 1806.  Those present 
resolved unanimously to recommend that 
the gold medal of the Society should be 
voted to the Tsar, and that he should be 
‘humbly requested graciously to accept 
the same, being the highest tribute in its 
power to give’.

The Marquis of Douglas and Clydesdale, 
the British ambassador in St Petersburg, 
in due course presented the Tsar with the 
medal, ‘accompanied by a letter and other 
documents, communicating to His 
Imperial Majesty the ardent wish of the 
Society that he graciously condescended 
to be enrolled among its Members.’  In his 
letter of thanks to the Society, the emperor 
wrote that “while I cannot consider so 
simple an action as entitling me to what 
you have conferred, I accept the distinction 
with pleasure and gratitude.” 

Struck in gold, the Tsar’s medal bore on 
the obverse the Society’s iconic image of a 
young child blowing life into the embers of 
a dying torch. On the reverse, within a 
wreath, the medal was inscribed: 
Alexandro Imperatori Societas Regia 
Humana LONDINENSIS/ Humillime Donat 
1806 (The humble gift of the Royal 
Humane Society to the Emperor Alexander, 
1806).  A discrete secondary inscription 
appears in tiny letters below the lower part 
of the wreath: Homo Sum, et nihil humani 
a me alienum puto.  The latter is a 
quotation from the Roman dramatist 
Terence, and may be translated as, ‘I am a 
man, and consider nothing as alien to my 
purpose which relates to the character and 
condition of humanity’.  The Tsar clearly 
valued his medal, and today it survives in 
the collection of the State Hermitage 
Museum in St Petersburg, where it sits 

In March 1806 Dr William Hawes, the 
Treasurer of the Royal Humane Society, 
received a letter from James Grange, a 
Governor of the Society, describing the 
role of Alexander I, the Tsar of Russia, in 
reviving one of his Polish subjects.  The 
letter recounted how, “by his own humane 
perseverance and personal exertion”, the 
emperor “restored to life a peasant… who 
had been drowned a considerable time.”  
Whilst this perhaps rather overstates the 
emperor’s direct role in the resuscitation 
(the principal work was undertaken by his 
personal surgeon, a Scot named James 
Wylie), there can be little doubt that 
Alexander was emotionally invested in the 
process, reportedly crying out ‘Good God, 
this is the brightest day of my life!’ when 
the patient was at length revived.

Grange had visited Russia early in 1806 
and, whilst there, had there met James 
Wylie, who narrated the story to him.  His 
letter to the Society was read before an 
audience of in excess of three hundred 
Governors and other men of influence at 
the Royal Humane Society’s Annual 
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the formal address made to mark the 
occasion.

Every effort was made to ensure that the 
organisation’s profile was maintained at 
the highest possible level throughout the 
Imperial visit.  Much of London had been 
illuminated in celebration, but the Royal 
Humane Society took its illuminations to 
the next level, using innovative gas lighting 
and a transparency to create a striking 
scene at their office.  As John Lettsom 
recorded with obvious satisfaction, “The 
illuminations were brilliant, and very 
general.  At the house of the R. Humane 

Society the transparency representing a 
peasant restored by the Emperor of Russia, 
excited much attention.”

The story of the rescue of the Polish youth 
proved to be inspirational for many outside 
the membership of the Royal Humane 
Society, and an impressive reminder of the 
Tsar’s deed is to be found at the premises 
of the Royal Society of Medicine in London 
where a large equestrian portrait 
commemorating the resuscitation is hung.  
Painted in 1820 James Northcote RA, the 
painting was inspired by Royal Humane 
Society’s Annual Report and shows the 
Tsar directing the rescue of an unconscious 
youth from the river. 

Dr Craig Barclay 

alongside other treasures of Imperial 
Russia.

The promotional opportunities afforded by 
recruiting such a high-profile member to 
its ranks was enthusiastically seized upon 
by the Society.  A full account of the 
incident appeared in the Society’s Annual 
Report for 1807, as did representations of 
both the Tsar’s gold medal and the rescue 
scene as portrayed on a snuffbox presented 
by the Tsar to Dr Wylie.  

In 1814 the opportunity arose for the 
Society to further strengthen its links with 
its most prestigious member when, in June 
of that year, the allied sovereigns met in 
London in the wake of the defeat of 
Napoleon.  The Society resolved that the 
visiting Tsar should be granted a diploma 
formally recording his admission as an 
Honorary Member, and a substantial 
deputation of 30 prominent members 
visited the Tsar at his residence in 
Pultney’s Hotel on Sunday 19 June to 
make the presentation.  The meeting 
received extensive press coverage, with 
the widely-read Gentleman’s Magazine, for 
example, listing many of the key members 
of the delegation and reproducing in full 

An engraving of the rescue

Alexander I, the 
Tsar of Russia



RHS Secretary and Chief Superintendent (Retd) Craig 
Haslem at the Metropolitan Police Awards

The Secretary, Deputy Chairman and Chairman at work shortly 
before lockdown

Mark Scotland, a Bristow’s Air-Sea 
Rescue winch paramedic, with his 

Testimonial on Parchment for bravery
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PC Keith Malda (centre in cap) 
during the Westminster Bridge 
terrorist attack on 22 March 2017


