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Royal Humane Society 2009

In 2009, 312 medals
and certificates were

awarded to people
whose brave
deeds saved more

than 200 lives.
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Medal recipients 2009

STANHOPE GOLD MEDAL
Michael Sharpe (Canada)

POLICE MEDAL
Police Constable Colin Swan
Metropolitan Police Service

SILVER MEDAL
None awarded

BRONZE MEDAL
Lee Andrews
Glen Channer
Stewart Ferguson 
Mandy Gavin
Garth Greyling
Colin Swan
Charles Whitaker
Arron Worbey

IN MEMORIAM TESTIMONIAL
None awarded

2009 Royal Humane Society
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Mike Sharpe (centre) is presented with
his Royal Canadian Humane Association
Silver Medal by Norman L Kwong,
Lieutenant Governor of Alberta
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In 2009, I was able to meet not only many who had saved lives at great risk to their 
own but also some of the people whose lives had been saved. It is a great pleasure
for me to present the awards and to know that, following many of these life
threatening events, rescuer and rescued become friends.

It is encouraging to know that so many people are prepared to stop and help, whether 
it be a burning bus or a person in danger of drowning. Over three hundred people have 
received recognition from the Society and over two hundred lives have been saved. 

At the Annual General Court I was also able to meet many supporters without whose 
help the Society would not have been able to carry out its work for so many years.

I should like to take this opportunity to wish the Society continued success in 2010.
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It is a great privilege to take over the
Chairmanship of the Society after
twenty years as a member of its
Committee. I am most grateful to
Julian Spicer for all he has done as
Chairman and am pleased he has
decided to remain on the Committee. 
I should also like to congratulate him
on his marriage with The Lady Louisa
Cosgrave, another member of the
Committee, and wish them a long and
happy future together.

In 2009, at the four meetings held for
that purpose, the Committee granted
312 awards of which 126 were
Resuscitation Certificates. It is good to
see we are still honouring the original
aim of the Society at the forefront of
our activity.

Our President, HRH Princess Alexandra,
has again given us wonderful support.
During our Annual General Court she

presented awards from 2008 including
the Stanhope Gold Medal to Adrian
Heili and an In Memoriam Testimonial
for William Pemberton, which was
presented to his sister Laura. In
October, there was a further
presentation at Buckingham Palace
when some of the awards made in
2009 were presented, and these are
described elsewhere in these pages.

We were also honoured by Her Royal
Highness’s attendance in December, at
a lunch at which submissions were

received for the Stanhope Gold Medal.
The event was generously hosted by 
the High Commissioner of New
Zealand, His Excellency Derek Leask.
This year, the medal was awarded to
Michael Sharpe of Canada, whose
actions are recorded in this report on
pages 8 and 9.

In March, the Society held its third
lecture at the Royal Geographical
Society. Paul Rose, holder of the
Sovereign’s Polar Medal and an expert
in polar exploration, diving and
mountaineering, gave a talk entitled
‘Ordinary People – Extraordinary Lives’
which was very well received by an
audience of over 400 people, many of
whom also attended the reception
afterwards. Paul had recently led an
expedition exploring the oceans of the
world which was filmed and televised
as the BBC2 series, ‘Oceans’. The
Director of the Royal Geographical

In the current climate, we
are extremely grateful 
to all who contribute
financially towards our
running costs.



Avenue in the City of London. The new
office is a little smaller to reflect the
reduction in staff and the fact that the
archive is now held at the London
Metropolitan Archive. This is the first
office move for 30 years so it was
something of a challenge for the office
staff. We have been able to take
advantage of the financial climate and
negotiate a ten year lease with a
considerably lower rental than we were
paying hitherto.

In the current financial climate, we are
extremely grateful to all who contribute
financially towards our running costs.
Many are recognised in these pages
and I hope to meet Governors and
representatives of Police Forces and
other donors, at our Annual General
Court. I am pleased to say that our
investments have continued to rise in
value throughout the year, in line with
the recovery of the stock market,
although they have not yet fully
recovered. The Royal Humane Society
relies heavily on the generosity of

donors and I encourage all of our
supporters to help by supporting our
biennial lecture which will take place
at the Royal Geographical Society on
the 9th March 2011. Details will be
forthcoming in early 2011.

Richard Titley
Chairman
March 2010
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Society, Dr Rita Gardner CBE, kindly
introduced the speaker. I am extremely
grateful to Paul Rose and the Royal
Geographical Society for their support
and to Didy Grahame and her
committee for organising the event. 

The Secretary and I attended the
dinner for the Police Public Bravery
Awards held during the Association of
Chief Police Officers’ Conference, at
which awards are given to members of
the public who have taken great risks
helping the police uphold the law. This
is the third time the Society has been
invited to attend and I had the
opportunity to meet a number of Chief
Constables and members of Police
Authorities. I was also honoured to
present the Royal Humane Society’s
Police Medal for 2008 to PC Arron
Worbey of Hertfordshire Constabulary,
for saving the life of a badly injured
man following a shooting incident. 

In September, the office was moved
from the City of Westminster to Temple
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The Royal Humane Society makes
awards for acts of bravery in the saving
of human life and for the restoration of
life by resuscitation.

Nominees must have done one or more
of the following: 

� put their own life at risk in saving or 
attempting to save another person

� made a significant contribution to 
the saving of a life, even without any 
risk to themselves

� carried out a successful 
resuscitation

Our aim is to recognise brave and
selfless people who put others before
themselves, despite the risk. By
bringing their deeds of bravery to
public notice, we believe that a single
act of humanity becomes both an
example and an inspiration.

Bravery awards are made according to
the level of risk taken. A committee of
16 people assesses nominations four
times a year: in January, April, July 
and October.

THE AWARDS

Stanhope Gold Medal (annual award)

Police Medal (annual award)

Silver Medal

Bronze Medal

Testimonial on Vellum

Testimonial on Parchment

Certificate of Commendation

Resuscitation Certificate

In Memoriam Testimonial

Aims of the Society



Anyone can make a nomination to us
and we would like to hear from you,
whether you work for the emergency
services or are a member of the public. 

After we have received your nomination,
the Committee will decide, at its next,
quarterly meeting, which level of award
should be made. 

Nomination forms can be downloaded
from our website:
www.royalhumanesociety.org.uk 

Click the ‘Making a Nomination’ button
on the home page of the website.  
Download the nomination form.
Having completed it, email it to:
secretary@royalhumanesociety.org.uk

Please make sure that you read our
guidelines, available on the website,
before submitting your nomination.

Or, contact us by email, letter or phone
to request a nomination form and
guidelines.

Email: info@royalhumanesociety.org.uk
Telephone: 020 7936 2942

Royal Humane Society
50/51 Temple Chambers
3-7 Temple Avenue
London EC4Y 0HP

Do you know someone
who has put his or her life
at risk to save, or attempt
to save, another person? 

Or someone who has
carried out a successful
resuscitation?

How to make a nomination

Royal Humane Society 2009 
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Michael Sharpe has been awarded the
Stanhope Medal 2009 for his
outstanding bravery in saving the life of
Marc Bissonnett following a road traffic
accident when Marc’s fully laden double
trailer fuel tanker overturned on 29th
September 2009 in Alberta, Canada

A fuel tanker with twin trailers swerved
out of the way of a recklessly driven
oncoming vehicle. One trailer contained
23,000 litres and the other 12,000
litres of jet fuel. The whole unit
overturned into a ditch, skidded 200

metres and burst into flames. The
driver was trapped in the cab due to
crash damage. Fuel was pouring out
and 10 to 15 foot flames were reaching
the cab. Michael Sharpe and his
colleague stopped their vehicle 100ft
away and ran to the crashed tanker.
There they found the driver standing in
his cab and shouting for help. The two
of them tried to kick the windows in

2009 Royal Humane Society
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but failed. Whilst his colleague,
Chelsea McPhee, went for a fire
extinguisher, Sharpe climbed onto the
overturned cab and tried to open the
door. He received third degree burns in
the process. He pulled the crumpled
mirror assembly away from the door but
was still unable to open it. He next
bent back the exhaust stack, burning
his hands in the process. He was,
eventually, able to open the door
enough to permit the driver to get out.
The cab was now fully engulfed in
flames and they ran clear to avoid the
imminent explosion. Sharpe then
returned to the site of the inferno and
used a fire extinguisher to control the
brush fire in order to prevent it
spreading to the second trailer.

Michael Sharpe was awarded the Royal
Canadian Humane Association’s Silver
Medal. Chelsea McPhee was awarded
their Bronze Medal.

Stanhope Gold Medal 2009 – Michael Sharpe (Canada)



THE STANHOPE MEDAL

The Stanhope Medal was
introduced in 1873 in memory of
Chandos Scudamore Scudamore
Stanhope (1823-71). The first
recipient was Captain Matthew
Webb for his attempted rescue of 
a man who had fallen into the 
Atlantic Ocean from the rigging 
of a ship.

In 1962, it was decided that the
award should be open to all
Commonwealth Humane Societies,
and nominations from the UK, New
Zealand, Australia and Canada are
now eligible. 

Since 1962, 11 awards have 
been made to Canada.

9
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the bus and told the passengers to
evacuate. He then went up and down
the stairs to lift two or three children
down at a time. This not only sped the
process but enabled passengers
trapped upstairs to get off. 

The fire caught the nearside of the
coach and the door itself was in flames
before the process could be completed.
The rear of the bus was by this time,
completely engulfed. The tyre where
the fire had started exploded and PC
Swan continued to work even though
the fuel tank was adjacent to the door
through which he passed on a number
of occasions. As the last passengers
left, he put himself between them and
the bus whilst he ushered them away.
This nomination was supported by
heartfelt statements from those he
saved. They are unstinting in their
praise and certain that PC Swan saved
their lives.

Royal Humane Society 2009
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Police Medal 2009

At a Committee Meeting on 8 August
2000, having obtained the agreement
of the Association of Chief Police
Officers, it was resolved that there
should be a new Royal Humane 
Society medal, in silver gilt, given
annually ‘for the case of greatest
gallantry by a Police Officer of the
United Kingdom during the year.’ 
This year marks the presentation of 
the 10th Police Medal award. 

Colin Swan (right) was awarded the
Society’s Bronze Medal by the
Committee in October 2009 for his
outstanding bravery in saving the lives
of 66 people in a fire engulfing a double
decker bus on the M3 near Basingstoke
on 31st July 2009. The Committee
later assessed his actions as the most
courageous by any police officer
nominated during the year and awarded
him the Police Medal for 2009. 

PC Swan was travelling on the M3 near
Basingstoke with his family when he
saw smoke coming from a double
decker bus and saw that the near rear
wheel was on fire. He pulled in front of
the coach to stop it. Leaving his wife
and children in their car, he went to
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2009 Award recipients

Corporal Lee Andrews, Royal Engineers
(below right) was walking in
Gainsbrough town centre on 12th July
2008 when he came across an horrific
scene. A couple had been walking with
their child when a man attacked them
with an ice pick, striking them both
repeatedly about the head and body
and causing serious injuries. 

Though this was a busy afternoon, Lee
Andrews was the only person to act in
defence of the couple, who were not
known to him. He tackled and
managed to disarm the man, who was
later arrested. 

The Police said that had Lee not
intervened when he did, the couple
would have continued to be subjected
to the vicious and sustained attack
which would probably have resulted 
in their deaths. The attacker received 
a life sentence following a conviction 

for wounding with intent. Lee Andrews
received the Society’s Bronze Medal
from HRH Princess Alexandra in
October 2009 at Buckingham Palace.

Mandy Gavin (right, opposite) was a
passenger in a friend’s vehicle near
Hadleigh in Suffolk on 31st October
2008, when she saw a Land Rover
Discovery turn into the path of a Fiat
Punto which was approaching in the
opposite direction. As a result of this
collision, the Punto then hit the
Vauxhall Corsa in which Mandy was
travelling. The woman driver of the
Punto, Clare Scarfe, was badly injured
and was trapped in her car which was
rapidly being engulfed by the flames.
Mandy immediately went to attempt to
rescue the trapped woman who was
screaming for help.

Despite being of a slight build, and
having a long-term back problem,
Mandy attempted to open the Fiat
driver’s door to pull Clare out but it was
jammed. She then tried from the
passenger side but realized Clare was
trapped by her legs in the footwell and
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needed to be lifted. Mandy then went
to the rear of the car where she found a
child’s golf club which she used to
smash the driver’s door window. The
fire was now so intense that the
dashboard was melting onto Clare’s legs
and the fumes from the burning plastic
were choking. In spite of this, Mandy

leaned into the vehicle and lifted the
woman as far as she could. She then
returned to the passenger side, leaned
into the car again and began pulling
Clare and shouting for help. 

At this point, she was joined by
Inspector Geoffrey Nunn, and between

them they pulled Clare from the car.
Clare had very severe injuries. The 
vehicle was totally destroyed by the fire. 

Mandy Gavin received the Society’s
Bronze Medal and Inspector Geoffrey
Nunn received a Testimonial on
Parchment from HRH Princess
Alexandra in October 2009 at
Buckingham Palace. Clare Scarfe was
able to attend the ceremony.

From left to right: Inspector Geoffrey Nunn, Clare Scarfe and Mandy Gavin
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2009 Award recipients
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trapped in a similar way. Channer
smashed the rear offside window with
his baton, to gain access to try to pull
the driver’s seat back. The flames were
getting worse and the driver was on
fire. The flames at this time seemed to
be concentrated on the driver’s side of
the passenger compartment. Channer
could not get enough leverage to pull
the seat back, and was aware the
flames were spreading into the
passenger side of the car. He then
decided that he could not get the driver
out and had a limited amount of time
to get the passenger out. He then made
extensive efforts to free the trapped
passenger and fight the fire. 

Police Constable Glenn Cook (left,
opposite) arrived on scene responding
to urgent calls regarding the collision
and saw Channer attempting to assist
the passenger. He ran to the car and

The driver of the van had got out of the
driver’s side and had cuts to his face.
Channer saw flames through the glass
where the steering wheel would have
been and tried to pull the driver’s door
open using the door handle. It was
jammed due to the collision damage.
He drew his baton and smashed the
driver’s side window. The black smoke
covered him as the window smashed
and there was heat coming from the
vehicle. The steering wheel was
wedged under the driver’s chin, the
seat was pushed forward at about a 30
degree angle and the rest of the driver’s
lower body, from his chest downwards,
appeared to be under the dashboard
area of the car. The driver was
unresponsive and his lower half was
engulfed in flames. Channer tried to
undo the seat belt, but was unable to
reach it. He then realised there was a
passenger in the vehicle who was

Detective Inspector Glen Channer
(right, opposite) was travelling north on
the A1(M) towards Hatfield on 13th
October 2008 and had exited at
Junction 3. He was in a marked police
vehicle behind a DHL lorry. He heard
the sound of an impact and saw a large
cloud of black smoke about 100 yards
ahead. He saw two vehicles had
crashed into each other, a van and a
small vehicle. There was a large
amount of black smoke coming from
the front of the small vehicle, which
was billowing towards the passenger
compartment. 

He ran towards the cars and saw
flames coming from the engine
compartment. He shouted to the DHL
lorry driver, asking for a fire
extinguisher. As he approached the
small car, he saw it was full of smoke.
The windows were at this time intact.
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found the passenger’s seat belt was on
and the seat was twisted. The
passenger’s legs were in the footwell,
and he was now leaning out of the car
to get away from the flames. Cook
produced a multi-tool knife and cut the
seat belt across the chest area of the
passenger. Channer and Cook pulled
the passenger from the car and then
removed him from the danger area. The
passenger’s feet and legs were on fire,
so the officers beat at the flames with
their hands to extinguish the flames.

Channer assisted the ambulance crew
whilst they were treating the passenger
and was later treated for the burns he
suffered in rescuing the passenger.
Glen Channer received the Society’s
Bronze Medal and Glenn Cook the
Testimonial on Vellum from HRH
Princess Alexandra in October 2009 at
Buckingham Palace.

P
H

O
TO

: R
O

G
E

R
 P

E
A

R
S

O
N

, U
K

 LAW
 N

E
W

S



2009 Royal Humane Society

16

2009 Award recipients

On 30th June 2007, Police Constable
Stewart Ferguson was off duty and
travelling via Glasgow airport when a
man deliberately drove a vehicle with a
passenger and five gas containers into
the terminal building in an attempt to
cause serious damage and loss of life.

When Ferguson arrived at the scene,
the vehicle was on fire and the driver,
who was also on fire, was attempting 
to access the rear of the vehicle.
Ferguson cleared the public from the
area and ran to get a fire extinguisher.
Despite several explosions taking place
inside the vehicle, he discharged the
extinguisher at the man and
successfully doused the flames. His
actions saved the man (now identified
as a terrorist). Ferguson then assisted

in containing the two terrorists,
preventing them from having access to
the primed gas cylinders. It is possible
members of the public could have 
been killed or injured had he not taken
this action. 

Stewart Ferguson received the Society’s
Bronze Medal from HRH Princess
Alexandra in October 2009 at
Buckingham Palace.

Police Constable Arron Worbey of 
the Hertfordshire Constabulary was
awarded a Bronze Medal, which was
presented at the Annual General 
Court in 2009. He saved the life of a
man following a shooting incident. 
Full details are in the Annual Report
for 2008.
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Garth Greyling was piloting a light
aircraft at the Army Parachute
Championships on 17th July 2008.
After the team had exited, the
jumpmaster, Major Jeremy Denning,
also exited. Denning then became
entangled in the 15ft static line and
was left trapped and trailing under the
aircraft by his left foot. 

Greyling was alerted to the problem on
his final landing approach. He then

climbed to 7,500ft knowing that the
only solution was for him to cut
Denning free. He tried one dummy run
over the dropping zone, leaving his seat
and adjusting the trim to compensate
for the change in weight distribution. 

On the second run, Greyling was able
to achieve his objective and Denning
was able to open his parachute and
land safely. It was possible that any
turbulence or the act of cutting Denning

free would have put the aircraft in a
dive, trapping Greyling in the tail. 

Garth Greyling has been awarded the
Society’s Bronze Medal, which will be
presented to him in 2010 at the
Annual General Court.

Aircraft similar to that piloted by Garth Greyling, courtesy of Army Parachute Association
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On 21st August 2008, Peter and
Patricia Summers were driving along
the road at about 35 mph when the

driver of an approaching vehicle that
was speeding lost control and crossed
the road hitting them head on. Almost

immediately there were flames and
smoke in the car. 

Charles Whitaker, who was travelling
behind with his 11 year old son,
stopped and instructed his son to call
for help. He then pulled Mr Summers
from the burning car and removed
him to safety. He then went back to
Mrs Summers, who was very badly
injured, and dragged her to safety.
Moments later the car exploded in
flames. Both victims had suffered
serious multiple injuries. 

Charles Whitaker received the Society’s
Bronze Medal from HRH Princess
Alexandra in October 2009 at
Buckingham Palace. Mr and Mrs
Summers, who nominated Charles for
his award, were also able to attend.

From left to right: Pat & Peter Summers and Charles & Angela Whitaker
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HRH Princess Alexandra presented
awards to the following:
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The guest speaker was Brigadier Ed
Butler CBE DSO, a former
Commanding Officer of 22 SAS and
Commander of 16 Air Assault Brigade
in Afghanistan. He was Commander
British Forces during the break-in
battle into Southern Afghanistan in
2006. He has now retired from the
Army and is Managing Director of a
company specialising in advice on risk
management. In his speech he
compared civilian bravery with military
gallantry, drawing on his own extensive
experience of military operations.

Mr John Grandy, Mr Julian Spicer and
Mr Richard Titley were re-elected as
Trustees of the Society.

Messrs Ridley, Marreco and Co were 
re-appointed as the Society’s Auditors.

Annual General Court 2009

The 235th Annual General Court was
held at Haberdashers’ Hall, London
EC1, on Wednesday, 20th May 2009.
Mr Julian Spicer OBE, Chairman and
Hon Treasurer, was in the Chair for 
the last occasion before his retirement
as Chairman. 

STANHOPE GOLD MEDAL 2008
Adrian Heili

SILVER MEDAL
Adrian Heili

BRONZE MEDALS
Lee Hunt
John McClurey
Daniel Ryan
PC Arron Worbey

IN MEMORIAM TESTIMONIAL
William Pemberton
Received by Laura Pemberton 
and Frank Mullane

Julian Spicer with Brigadier Ed Butler
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1774 Dr William Hawes (1736-1808) and Dr Thomas
Cogan (1736-1818) found the ‘Humane Society for
the recovery of persons apparently drowned’.

1783 King George III becomes Patron and in 1787 permits
the Humane Society to style itself ‘Royal’.

1794 Old farmhouse in Hyde Park is used as a Receiving
House for the ‘apparently dead’.

1806 Alexander I, Tsar of all the Russias, is awarded a Gold
Medal for saving the life of a peasant. 

1828 Isambard Kingdom Brunel is awarded a Silver Medal
for his part in rescuing five men during the building
of the Thames Tunnel.

1835 A new Receiving House is built in Hyde Park. The
first Duke of Wellington lays the foundation stone.

1837 The Bronze Medal is introduced.

1838 Grace Darling and her father, William, receive

Historical notes
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specially minted Gold Medals for rescuing the
survivors of a shipwreck off the Farne Islands.

1873 The Stanhope Gold Medal is introduced. The first
recipient (1874) was Captain Matthew Webb for the
attempted rescue of a sailor from the Atlantic Ocean. 

1954 Receiving House is demolished following war damage.

1959 The Society is incorporated by Royal Charter. 

1974 200th anniversary of the founding of the Society is
marked by a Thanksgiving Service at St Paul’s
Cathedral. HRH Princess Alexandra becomes
President. Reception held at Haberdashers’ Hall
attended by HM The Queen.

2000 The first Police Medal is awarded to PC Wayne Martin
(Bedfordshire). 

2008 The Society’s archives are sent to the London
Metropolitan Archive for safekeeping and proper
cataloguing.



Royal Humane Society 2009 

21

1869 – MEDAL SIZES

Prior to 1869, the Society’s 
medals had been 2” in 
diameter and not intended 
for wear. However, many 
were privately mounted 
and worn. Field Marshal 
HRH The Duke of 
Cambridge had his 
attention drawn to the fact 
that several soldiers had received the 
Society’s medals but were not able to 
wear them on their uniform.

Accordingly, he asked Queen Victoria if
the Society could be approached with
the “recommendation that as it would
be a mark of distinction as highly
respected amongst Soldiers as prized
by the wearer, some alteration might be
made in the size of the Medal in
question so as to admit of its being

Out of the archives

worn”. He added that “the proposed
medal should not exceed in diameter
that which is now granted for
Meritorious Service”. The Committee,
of course, agreed and the medal was
reduced to 1.5” diameter and fitted
with a dark blue ribbon and a
suspension similar to military campaign
medals. Queen Victoria gave her
permission for the medals to be worn
on the right breast opposite those
presented by the Sovereign.

1959 – ROYAL CHARTER

The Society was originally known as
‘The Institution for affording immediate
relief to persons apparently dead from
drowning’ soon to become ‘The Society
for the recovery of persons apparently
drowned’ and then ‘The Humane
Society’. It finally became 

the ‘Royal Humane Society’ in 1776.
Following a petition to the Privy
Council in December 1958 that the
Society be granted a Royal Charter, Her
Majesty agreed and ordered a Warrant
to be prepared for her signature. The
Society was incorporated by Royal
Charter in 1959.
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Trustees of the Royal Humane Society
during 2009

CHAIRMAN & TREASURER
Mr Julian Spicer (to 20th May)
Mr Richard Titley (from 20th May)

DEPUTY CHAIRMAN
Mr Richard Titley (to 20th May)
Mr John Grandy (from 20th May)

COMMITTEE MEMBERS
Mrs Meri Benham

Lieutenant-Colonel Gordon Birdwood

Mr Richard Corfield

Colonel Giles Crisp

Mrs Didy Grahame OBE MVO

Major General Patrick MacLellan 
CB CVO MBE

Mr Rupert Novis

Mrs Jennie Peel

Mrs Lynda Rose MBE

Sir Nigel Southward KCVO

Mr Julian Spicer OBE

The Lady Louisa Spicer

Mr George Staple CB QC

Mr Tom Walduck

POLICE ADVISER
Chief Constable Simon Ash, 
Suffolk Constabulary 

Represented by 
Inspector Robert Gurney, 
Hertfordshire Constabulary

Committee and Officers

2009 Royal Humane Society
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SECRETARY
Mr Dick Wilkinson TD

AWARDS ADMINISTRATOR
Mrs Mary Nayler
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Meri Benham (1994) until recently, was
Executive Officer of the Royal Society
of Portrait Painters. She was a guide at
the Tate Gallery for many years. Founder
of the Rotherwick Gift Fair in 1984.
Married with three daughters, she lives
in London and the Isle of Wight, her
interests are sailing, golf, art and ballet.

Lt Col Gordon Birdwood (1999) served
in the Blues and Royals 1969-92 and
now works for a facilities management
company. He is married with two young
daughters and lives in Hampshire. He
is a Member of the Royal Household
and Gentleman Usher to Her Majesty
The Queen. He is a member of the
Order of St John. He enjoys all country
sports and is a very keen skier.

Richard Corfield (2008) retired as
Chairman of a large insurance brokers
in 2007 at the age of 52. He is
married with three children and lives in

Gloucestershire. His interests are art,
wine, skiing, shooting and fishing.

Colonel Giles Crisp (2001) served in
the Coldstream Guards and now runs a
small herd of Red Poll cattle in Suffolk.
He is married, has three children and
his interests are shooting, fishing and
dendrology.

Didy Grahame OBE MVO (1997) has
been Secretary to the Victoria Cross
and George Cross Association since
1970. She is also involved with the
Royal Green Jackets Museum,
Winchester, the World Pheasant
Association, the Royal Geographical
Society and the Commanderie de
Bordeaux. Interests include ornithology,
travel, music, family and friends.

John Grandy (1987) has a background
in Army and civil helicopters. He is
semi-retired and works part time for

Committee biographies

Westland. He has a consultancy
business which advises clients on 
yacht racing and is Chairman of Cowes
Week. He is married and lives in
Somerset. Other interests are golf and
shooting. He became Deputy Chairman
in May 2009.

Major General Patrick MacLellan CB
CVO MBE (1990) formerly served in
the Coldstream Guards.  He has also
been Governor of The Tower of London
and was a member of the Court of
Common Council of the City of London.

Rupert Novis (2008) received the
Stanhope Gold Medal in 1988. He
served in the Coldstream Guards and
now has a career in commodities
trading focused on the Middle East. He
has three children and lives in London
and Hampshire. His interests include
ball games, water sports and winter
sports through to country sports.



Jennie Peel (1997) was a Governor of
Ashdown House School for seven years,
assisted with the Riding for Disabled
Group in Buckingham Palace Mews, and
subsequently Knightsbridge Barracks, for
l5 years, was on the Committee for the
HomeStart Carol service at the Guards
Chapel for six years and has been on
various other charity committees for one-
off events. At present she is a Trustee for
PAPAA which is a charity she founded to
research a cure for and help psoriasis
sufferers. She has eight grandchildren.

Lynda Rose MBE (2008) was
Commandant of the FANY (Princess
Royal’s Volunteer Corps) from 1998
until the end of the Centenary Year,
2007. She is a Governor of a local
school in Dorset and involved in various
charities. As well as a husband and two
married daughters her interests include
riding, sailing and opera.

Sir Nigel Southward KCVO (2006) was
formerly Apothecary to the Queen and
other members of the Royal Household.

He retired in 2003 to spend more time
sailing. His other interests are golf and
skiing. He is married with three children.

Julian Spicer OBE (1974) His uncle R
T Hawes (a past chairman) was a direct
descendent of Dr William Hawes, one
of the founders of the Society. He was
Chairman from 2002 to May 2009.

The Lady Louisa Spicer (2002) has
previously served as a visitor at
Winchester prison. She has also been a
Soldiers, Sailors, Airmen and Families
Association case worker and a
volunteer with the Cancer Care Trust. 

George Staple CB QC (2007) was a
partner in a leading City law firm and
Director of the Serious Fraud Office
1992-1997. He is a member of a
number of professional and regulatory
bodies. His interests are cricket,
walking and gardening.

Richard Titley (1989) is currently on
the Board of Glencairn (insurance)

companies. He is also a Non-Executive
Director of XL London Insurance
Companies. He has a keen interest in
shooting, fishing and golf. He is
married to Nancy, who is Canadian. He
became Deputy Chairman in 2002 and
Chairman from May 2009.

Tom Walduck (1995) is Executive
Director and Joint Managing Director of
Imperial London Hotels Limited and has
a number of other Directorships. He is
a Governor of Harrow School. He is
married with two sons and a daughter
and his other interests include skiing,
shooting, historic rallying and cruising.

Inspector Rob Gurney acts as police
adviser on behalf of CC Simon Ash,
who has been the Association of Chief
Police Officers’ representative on the
Committee since November 2006. Rob 
has been with Hertfordshire Constabulary 
for 20 years and has held many appoint-
ments including Staff Officer to the Chief 
and Deputy Chief Constables. He also
raises funds for the Prince’s Trust.
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We are most grateful to the following
individuals, companies, charitable
trusts and police forces for their
generous donations and support:

INDIVIDUALS, COMPANIES 
AND TRUSTS
Society of Apothecaries
Association of Anaesthetists
Mr Gavin Black JP
Mr Jeremy Clegg (In memoriam)
A V & S Cohen Charitable Trust
Colchester Medical Society
Coulthurst Trust
Four Graphics Ltd
The Haberdashers’ Company
Mr & Mrs C Heili
Miss Marion King (Legacy)
Miss Isabella Laird Holliday (Legacy)
Orders and Medals Research Society
P F Charitable Trust
Shropshire County Council
J A Swire Charities
Vestey Group Shipping Association
(Captain T H L Jones)
Wedlake Saint Solicitors
White Oak Charitable Trust

POLICE FORCES
British Transport Police
Cambridgeshire Constabulary
Central Scotland Police
City of London Police Authority
Cleveland Police
Devon & Cornwall Constabulary
Durham Constabulary
Hampshire Constabulary
Hertfordshire Constabulary
Lincolnshire Police
Metropolitan Police Service
Norfolk Constabulary
Northamptonshire Police
South Wales Police
Staffordshire Police
Strathclyde Police
Suffolk Constabulary
Surrey Police
Thames Valley Police
West Mercia Constabulary

Donors 2009
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We should like to thank the following
for their generous donations:

LIFE GOVERNORS
Lord Ashcroft KCMG 
Mr T Bunting
Mr & Mrs Michael Campbell
Mr & the Hon Mrs A E G Heber-Percy
Mr Richard Corfield

GOVERNORS
Sir Jeremy Bagge Bt DL
Mr Craig Barclay
Mr G R Barratt
Mr R Beaumont
Mr P W Bedford
Mr & Mrs K P Benham
Mr R Berghuys
Lieutenant Colonel Gordon Birdwood
Captain J Boddington KStJ
Mr & Mrs M J Brooke
Sir Andrew Buchanan Bt
Captain W W F Chatterton Dickson RN
Mrs Marilyn Clegg

Lord Crathorne
Colonel J R G Crisp
His Honour Judge H M Daniel
Mr R M Dehn
Mr M D Drury CBE
Mr & Mrs Mark Dumas
Mr G L Eccleshall
Mr G E Garland
Captain B N Gibbs DL
Mr Rupert Gosling
Mrs Didy Grahame OBE MVO
Mr John Grandy
The Hon Gilbert Greenall CBE
Mr P Helmore
Mr E P Horne BEM
Mr Richard Jewson
Mr & Mrs I M Laing
Mr Richard Oldfield
Mr & Mrs Charles Peel
Mr & Mrs Richard Titley
Mr & Mrs T Walduck
Mr S C Whitbread JP
Major General Patrick MacLellan 
CB CVO MBE
Mrs Jean Noble
Mr Rupert Novis 
Duke of Northumberland DL

Governors Lt Col M A O’Sullivan KStJ CD
Maj Gen D Pennefather CB OBE
Lord Petre
Sir John Riddell Bt KCVO
Mrs Lynda Rose MBE 
Mrs Clare Russell JP
Mr N Sealy
Mr T Shah
Mr William Shelford
Sir Nigel Southward KCVO
Mr J Spicer OBE
The Lady Louisa Spicer
Mr N J Squire
Mr G Staple CB QC
Mr D M Steen OBE
Mr J M A Tamplin, MBE TD
Mrs Susan Thornely DL
Mr Alan Titchmarsh MBE DL
Dr E O Walwyn-Jones
The Rev K H Wayne
Dr M A Weller OBE KStJ
Duke of Wellington KG LVO OBE MC DL
Mr Christian Wewer DL
Dr Roger Willoughby
Mr B A Wiseman
Dr R B Woodd-Walker
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The Royal Humane Society is run by a
Committee, who are the Trustees of the
charity. Becoming a Governor of the
Society provides an opportunity for
those who are supporters of the Society
to become a little more involved. 

Governors are invited to the Annual
General Court, where they will meet
Committee Members and fellow
Governors as well as some of the
Society’s award recipients whose
awards are being presented. 
Governors’ names are printed in the
Annual Report, of which they will 
be sent a copy, in recognition of 
their interest.

Our Royal Charter, granted in 1959,
stipulated a subscription of one guinea
a year to become a Governor or ten
guineas for a Life Governor.
Unfortunately, we now have to charge a
little more, as follows:

How to become a Governor

Life Governor £1,000

Joint Life Governors £1,500 
(for a couple)

Governor £80 
(per annum)

Joint Governor £120 
(per annum)

You may pay by cheque but please
consider paying by Standing Order.
There is a form for this on page 31.

If you’d like to become a Governor
please complete the Standing Order
and, if appropriate, the Gift Aid
Declaration on page 32.
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SUMMARY OF INCOME 2009 2009 2008 2008

£ % £ %

Investment income 35,762 27 39,948 45

Donations 35,191 27 41,485 46

Legacies received 26,045 20 5,500 6

Research fees – – 2,224 2 

Bank and other interest 704 1 – –

Income from events 33,189 25 – –

Other sundry income 85 0 272 0

Totals 130,976 100 89,429 100

Incoming resources for the year
amounted to £130,976, a considerable
increase over 2008 after adjustment
for event costs. Whilst donations and
investment income were down, the
event ‘Ordinary People-Extraordinary
Lives’ produced a net profit of over
£18,000. We also received a further
instalment from a legacy, which is still
being administered.

Resources expended were £114,404
(compared with £97,506 in 2008).
Adjusting for the event costs of
£14,601, there was a small increase of
£2,307 in resources expended for the
year under review. The saving in
rent/rates brought about by the office
move was offset by the costs of the
move and some equipment repair and
replacement.

Financial overview

The market value of the charity’s fixed
asset investments increased by
£117,162 over the year under review.
This was due to the partial recovery the
investment market has seen over the
past year. 

The general fund, which is
unrestricted, increased by £105,745
over the year. 



Net incoming (outgoing) resources 16,572 (8,077)

Realised and unrealised 89,173 (218,545)
(loss)/gain on investments 

Increase (decrease) in funds 105,745 (226,622)
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Auditors
Ridley Marreco & Co 
Dove House, Mill Lane
Barford St Michael 
OX15 ORH

Bankers
Drummonds at the 
Royal Bank of Scotland
London SW1A 2DX

Solicitors
Wedlake Saint
Crown House
47/49 High Street
Redbourne
Herts. AL3 7LW

Investment Managers
Ingenious Asset Management Ltd
15 Golden Square
London W1F 9JG

SUMMARY OF EXPENDITURE 2009 2009 2008 2008

£ % £ %

Awards and presentations 2,501 2 3,073 3

Cost of staging events 14,601 13 – –

Rent and rates 17,578 15 25,227 26

Salaries 53,145 46 50,974 52

Management and administration 22,110 19 13,328 14

Investment management 2,501 2 3,069 3

Public relations and media 1,968 2 1,835 2

Total 114,404 100 97,506 100
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Please support us, by making a
donation, in our work of honouring
brave people who put the lives of
others before their own. 

BANK STANDING ORDER
A form for this is on page 31. 

GIFT AID 
Under the Gift Aid Scheme, you can
give any sum for which we can claim
back tax at the standard rate. This
means that every pound you donate,
before 5th April 2011, is actually worth
£1.28 to us. Just complete the Gift Aid
form and return it to us. 

LEGACIES
All gifts and bequests to the Society by
Will are exempt from Inheritance Tax
and gifts of assets (shares, works of art
etc) are not liable to Capital Gains Tax.

DONATION IN MEMORY OF A 
LOVED ONE
Supporters frequently ask family and
friends for donations to charity in place
of flowers or other gifts at a funeral. If
you wish, your funeral director will be
happy to collect the donations on your
behalf and forward them to us.

BECOME A GOVERNOR
As a Governor, you will be invited to the
Annual General Court where you will
meet Committee Members and fellow
Governors as well as some of the award
recipients. You will also receive a copy
of the annual report in which your
name will be printed in recognition of
your gift. See more about becoming a
Governor on page 27.

Help us to honour brave people2009 in figures

In 2009, 312 awards were made 
to people whose brave deeds saved 
a total of more than 200 lives.

Silver Medals 0

Bronze Medals 8

Testimonials on Vellum 36

Testimonials on Parchment 67

Certificates of Commendation 75

Resuscitation Certificates 126

In Memoriam Testimonial 0

The awards were made as follows:

Members of the public 140

Police officers 172

We also gave two annual awards:

Stanhope Gold Medal 1

Police Medal 1
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To: The Manager

Bank 

Address 

Postcode 

Please pay the sum of £ 

each         month         quarter         year 

To the Royal Humane Society,
Drummonds at Royal Bank of Scotland, 
49 Charing Cross, London SW1A 2DX 

Sort Code 160038

Account 10321074

Standing Order

From my Account No.

Sort Code

Starting on /       /20

My Name 

My Address 

Postcode 

Signed Date
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I am a UK taxpayer and would like the Royal Humane Society
to treat all donations in the six years prior to today’s date,
and in future, as Gift Aid donations. If I cease to be a
taxpayer, or the amount of tax I pay falls below the amount
reclaimed by the Society, I will inform you accordingly.

Title

Forename(s)

Surname

Address 

Postcode

Signed Date

Gift Aid Declaration



The illustration is of a button worn on the
uniform of the Society’s staff. There 
were safety officers working in Hyde Park
from approximately 1825 until 1954. The
emblem of the Society 
shows a cherub blowing 
a torch in an attempt to 
re-kindle it. The Latin 
inscription reads ‘Lateat 
scintillula forsan’, 
meaning ‘Perhaps a tiny 
spark lies therein’.

PHOTO: JAN STARNES, COURTESY OF DIX NOONAN WEBB
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