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Foreword by HRH Princess Alexandra
Medal recipients 2008
STANHOPE GOLD MEDAL
Adrian Heili
POLICE MEDAL
Police Constable Arron Worbey,
Hertfordshire Constabulary

During 2008, nearly 400 people have been recognised by the Royal Humane
Society for their bravery in saving lives or for resuscitating someone.

SILVER MEDAL
Terry Goodman
Adrian Heili

It was a particular pleasure to present awards to young people who have saved
lives at considerable risk to themselves without regard to their own safety.
Sadly, there have been people who have lost their own lives in attempting to
save others, and it is some comfort to their loved ones to know that they have
been remebered with an In Memoriam Testimonial.

BRONZE MEDAL
Bernard Butler
Lee Hunt
John McClurey
Daniel Ryan
Joshua Stone

It has been a pleasure and a privelege for me, as President of the Society, to
meet some of them and present them with their richly deserved awards.
I wish the Royal Humane Society and its Committee every success in the
coming year.

IN MEMORIAM TESTIMONIAL
William Pemberton
Lee Pitt
2
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Message from the Chairman
2008 was a very busy and successful
year for the Royal Humane Society.
Voluntary donations were more than
twice the sum of those received in
2007. Together with the reduction in
expenditure, this has meant that we
have reduced our call on capital and I
am confident we will not need to draw
on our investments during 2009.
The Committee made a total of 386
awards. These included the Society’s
Silver Medal which was awarded to
Adrian Heili for his heroic effort in the
saving of life during the aftermath of
the Underground bombings of 7th July
2005. A Bronze Medal was also
awarded to Lee Hunt for his courage
during the same event.
Our President, HRH Princess
Alexandra, presented a number of
awards at Buckingham Palace. These
included an In Memoriam Testimonial
4

to Ann Daw for her husband, Michael,
who was killed whilst trying to save the
life of a man being attacked by a bull.
Her Royal Highness also presented a
Silver Medal to Steve Goodman, who
was employed

We are constantly
surprised to hear of
different examples of the
ways in which people put
their own lives at risk to
save others
as a civilian security officer in Baghdad,
for saving the life of a colleague under
heavy fire and in spite of sustaining
severe injuries himself. Joshua Stone,
aged 11, received a Bronze Medal for
saving the life of a friend who was being
savaged by a large dog. A Testimonial

on Vellum was presented to James
Bunting, aged just 15, for saving a man
from drowning in the River Derwent.
In June, the Deputy Chairman, Mr
Richard Titley, and Secretary attended
the Association of Chief Police Officers
Conference and had the opportunity to
meet a number of Chief Constables.
The Deputy Chairman presented the
2007 Police Medal to PC Stewart
McIlroy of Suffolk Constabulary for his
bravery in saving a number of people
from a burning vehicle.
In December, the Committee were
generously hosted by the High
Commissioner of Canada at a lunch
attended by Princess Alexandra, at
which submissions were received for
the Stanhope Gold Medal. This year it
was awarded to Adrian Heili, who will
receive both his Stanhope Gold Medal
and his Silver Medal at the 2009

Annual General Court. The Society is
very grateful to the High Commissioner,
His Excellency James Wright, who
kindly spoke in support of one of the
submissions.
Throughout the year, Committee
members attended presentations
around the country and met many
award recipients. One of these was
Bernard Butler, who featured in the
televised Pride of Britain awards
programme in which he was depicted
saving a fellow truck driver from his
burning vehicle, following an accident
on the M6. We are constantly surprised
to hear of different examples of the
ways in which people put their own
lives at risk to save others.
In 2008 we welcomed three new
members to the Committee, Lynda
Rose, who previously commanded
FANY (Princess Royal’s Volunteer
Corps), Richard Corfield, a former
Chairman of a large insurance brokers,
and Rupert Novis, who received the

Stanhope Gold Medal in 1988 and now
has a career in commodities trading.
There are short biographies of all our
Committee in this Report.
This year saw the departure of Diana
Coke after ten years as the Society’s
Archivist. Janet Smith has also left
after eight years as the Society’s Public
Relations Officer. During the year, the
archives were moved to the London
Metropolitan Archive. They have now
been catalogued and are being properly
looked after in a climate controlled
environment. They are still available to
the public and will eventually be
digitised for internet access.

Inevitably, the value of our investments
has fallen this year but I am glad to say
that they have performed much better
than the market average. The Royal
Humane Society has been recognising
those who put their own lives at risk to
save others for 235 years. We rely
heavily on the generosity of donors and
I very much hope that, in appreciating
the value of the Society’s work, they
will continue to support us in the years
to come.
Julian Spicer
March 2009

We very much welcome those new
Governors who joined us in 2008. All
the Society’s Governors are listed in this
report. We appreciate their continuing
support. We are also extremely grateful
for the many donations from charitable
trusts, companies, private individuals
and Police Authorities who continue to
help the Society.
5
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Aims of the Society
The Royal Humane Society makes
awards for acts of bravery in the saving
of human life and for the restoration of
life by resuscitation.

How to make a nomination
THE AWARDS
Stanhope Gold Medal (annual award)
Police Medal (annual award)

Nominees must have done one or more
of the following:

Silver Medal

 put their own life at risk in saving or
attempting to save another person

Testimonial on Vellum

 made a significant contribution to
the saving of a life, even without any
risk to themselves

Certificate of Commendation

 carried out a successful
resuscitation

6

Bronze Medal
Testimonial on Parchment
Resuscitation Certificate

Our aim is to recognise brave and
selfless people who put others before
themselves, despite the risk. By
bringing their deeds of bravery to
public notice, we believe that a single
act of humanity becomes both an
example and an inspiration.
Bravery awards are made according to
the level of risk taken. A committee of
16 people assesses nominations four
times a year: in January, April, July and
October.

Do you know someone
who has put his or her life
at risk to save, or attempt
to save, another person?
Or someone who has
carried out a successful
resuscitation?

Anyone can make a nomination to us
and we would like to hear from you,
whether you work for the emergency
services or are a member of the public.
After we have received your nomination,
the Committee will decide, at its next,
quarterly meeting, which level of award
should be made.
Nomination forms can be downloaded
from our website:
www.royalhumanesociety.org.uk

In Memoriam Testimonial
Click the ‘Making a Nomination’ button
on the home page of the website.
Download the nomination form.
Having completed it, email it to:
secretary@royalhumanesociety.org.uk

Please make sure that you read our
guidelines, available on the website,
before submitting your nomination.
Or, contact us by email, letter or phone
to request a nomination form and
guidelines.
Email: info@royalhumanesociety.org.uk
Royal Humane Society
Brettenham House
Lancaster Place
London WC2E 7EP
Tel: 020 7836 8155
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Stanhope Gold Medal 2008 – Adrian Heili

Mr Heili (right), who is a trained First
Aider, was travelling on a Westbound
Circle Line tube train. Shortly after the
train left Edgware Road station, there
was a loud bang from the front of the
train. The train slowed and stopped as
thick choking smoke filled the carriage.
Danny Biddle had been blown out of
the tube carriage by the bomb and was
lying between the carriage and the
wall. He was very severely injured and
calling for help. Mr Heili, who was in
the next carriage, forced the door and
jumped onto the adjacent track. He
then made his way to a position
opposite the area where the cries were
8

coming from. There he met a driver,
Lee Hunt, who had been taking a
refreshment break at the station, who
advised him that the tracks may be
live. Both men, ignoring the risks,
made their way to Danny Biddle;
Mr Heili by diving under the train and
Mr Hunt via the end of the train.

Mr Heili located the injured man and
lifted the carriage doors, which had been
blown off, from his legs. He then applied
tourniquets to both his legs and dressed

his other wounds. He was then joined
by Mr Hunt and the two of them kept
Mr Biddle alive for 35 minutes until
the emergency services arrived. Both
men then continued to assist in the
saving of a further sixteen passengers.
Danny Biddle lost both legs above the
knee and, also, one eye. He spent
twelve months in hospital and
rehabilitation, and a further eighteen
months in the care of his father before
becoming independent.
Adrian Heili was awarded the Silver
Medal of the Royal Humane Society in
October 2008 and the Queen’s
Commendation for Bravery in January
2009. In December 2008, the
Committee of the Royal Humane
Society also awarded him its prestigious
Stanhope Medal after considering six
other nominations from Australia, New
Zealand, Canada and Britain.

EVENING STANDARD

Adrian Heili has been awarded the
Stanhope Medal 2008 for outstanding
bravery in saving the life of Danny
Biddle, a seriously injured man, and
assisting to save sixteen others, after
the Tube bombing on 7th July 2005.

Presented annually to an
existing medal winner
The Stanhope Medal was introduced in
1873 in memory of Chandos Chandos
Scudamore Stanhope (1823-71). The first
recipient was Captain Matthew Webb for
his attempted rescue of a man who had
fallen into the Atlantic Ocean from the
rigging of a ship. In 1962, it was decided
that the award should be open to all
Commonwealth Humane Societies and
nominations from the UK, New Zealand,
Australia and Canada are now eligible.
Since 1962, 15 awards have been made
to UK citizens and one of these was to
Rupert Novis (left). We
are privileged that, this
year, Rupert joined the
Committee. He received
the Stanhope Medal in
1988 for saving a 13
year old boy from the
jaws of a crocodile in the Zambesi River
in Zimbabwe. Rupert was just 18 years
old at the time of the rescue.
9
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Police Medal 2008 – PC Arron Worbey
At a Committee Meeting on 8 August
2000, having obtained the agreement
of the Association of Chief Police
Officers, it was resolved that there
should be a new medal, in silver gilt,
given annually ‘for the case of greatest
gallantry by a Police Officer of the
United Kingdom during the year.’
PC Arron Worbey (below) of Hertfordshire
Constabulary has
been awarded the
Police Medal
2008 for his
outstanding bravery
in saving the life of
a man in spite of
threats from an
armed man.

10

PC Worbey, who was off duty, came
upon the incident as he walked through
Letchworth. There had been an
altercation, involving a group of men,
which was believed to involve drugs.
A man had discharged a handgun,
seriously injuring another man from the
group. The armed man was then beaten
by others of the group, leaving him
unconscious and bleeding heavily.
PC Worbey assumed the injured man
had been shot and acted immediately
to stem the flow of blood. He contacted
the police control room to brief them
and, whilst he did this, a volatile
associate of the injured man picked up
the still loaded handgun and started
pointing it indiscriminately at members
of the public.

2008 Award recipients
PC Worbey rushed the armed man and
took possession of the weapon. He then
continued first aid on the injured man
and was assisted by an unnamed
member of the public. During this
time, he continued to brief his control
room as to the identity of suspects.
The Committee later assessed his actions
as the most courageous by any police
officer nominated during the year and
awarded him the Police Medal 2008.

PC Worbey assumed the
injured man had been
shot and acted
immediately to stem the
flow of blood

Terry Goodman was an employee of a
private security company in Northern
Iraq in 2007. He saved a colleague,
Daryl Lowrey, following an attack on
the convoy. Three armoured land
cruisers were on a logistic mission from
Basra Air Station to Camp Graham,
Basra, and back again. Goodman’s was
the last vehicle in a convoy of three.
During the return journey, a roadside
Improvised Explosive Device (IED) was
detonated against the left-hand side of

the second vehicle, stopping it. Lowrey
was badly injured in the attack. His
Iraqi driver was killed. The group
immediately came under sustained and
heavy small arms fire and Goodman’s
own vehicle was struck by three Rocket
Propelled Grenades (RPG) from the

side of the road. Goodman moved his
vehicle up alongside Lowrey’s disabled
vehicle with the intention of recovering
the team members and taking them to
safety. As his vehicle moved alongside
the disabled vehicle, a second IED was
detonated which killed Goodman’s
driver and his Iraqi operator.

Goodman suffered a fractured skull and
shrapnel wounds to his left arm and
right shoulder in the explosion, but was
able to get out of the vehicle and made
his way, under heavy fire from both
sides, to Lowrey’s vehicle to try and
help extract him. Barely conscious and
with no thought for his own safety,
Goodman managed to pull Lowrey from
the stricken vehicle. He then applied
effective first aid to stem his loss of
blood. Under incoming fire from a
sniper and an RPG team, Goodman
continued to lay down covering fire and
provide close protection. He and the
team leader maintained their defensive
positions until the first help arrived
some 15 minutes later.
Terry Goodman (left) received the
Society’s Silver Medal from HRH
Princess Alexandra in October 2008
at Buckingham Palace.
11
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2008 Award recipients
later the bull escaped again. When he
saw a fellow worker was being trampled
by the bull, he went to help. He was
seen to distract the bull from other
man but was then attacked himself
sustaining serious injuries.
Mr Daw and the other man were
eventually rescued by two paramedics
but Mr Daw died of his injuries later in
the day. The other man survived due to
Mike Daw’s selfless intervention.
His widow, Ann Daw (left), supported
by her two sisters, went to Buckingham
Palace in October 2008 to receive an
In Memoriam testimonial from our
President, HRH Princess Alexandra.

Joshua Stone, (left in photo) at 11
years old, is one of the Society’s
youngest medal winners ever. He and
his friend, Keir Lowe (right in photo),
were snowballing with another friend in
a park at South Hunsley Youth Centre
in Melton, East Yorkshire, when an
unaccompanied large dog entered the
park. The dog ran straight to Keir and
jumped on his back. Standing on its
hind legs, it began to bite him on the
back and shoulders. Joshua seized a
plastic snow shovel and beat the dog,
which was almost as large as himself,
until it ceased its attack and ran off.

The animal had been tearing in the
area of Keir’s neck and Keir
subsequently had thirty stitches and,
later, plastic surgery. It is clear the
attack could have led to a fatality had
it not been for the prompt, fearless
actions of Joshua.
Both Joshua and Keir were able to
attend a presentation at Buckingham
Palace with their mothers. Joshua
received his Bronze Medal from HRH
Princess Alexandra.

12

James Bunting was another young
recipient of an award this year. In
November 2007, during particularly
cold weather, James was cycling along
a path beside the River Derwent at
Raynesway in Derby. The river is 12
metres wide, fast flowing and deep.
James noticed a man in the water. He
immediately jumped into the river and
swam to the man, who was in the
middle. He took hold of the man, who
was 83 years old, and swam back with
him and pulled him out of the water.
James then called an ambulance and,
when they arrived, cycled home. The
man was treated at the scene and
taken to Derbyshire Royal Infirmary to
receive treatment for hypothermia.
When James received his Testimonial
on Vellum from HRH Princess
Alexandra in October 2008 it was two
days after his 16th birthday.

DG HAGUE

Mike Daw was a 68 year old retired
builder and farm worker. At a farm in
Herefordshire, a bull had escaped and
had earlier injured a man, who had
then been taken to hospital. Mr Daw
had been called in because of his
expertise with cattle, when two hours

13
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2008 Award recipients

Without hesitating, Curtis jumped in,
located the youth and pulled him out.
None of the youth’s companions was
prepared to jump in and it was some
time before help arrived. Curtis, who
was 11 years old at the time of the
rescue, received the Society’s
Testimonial on Vellum for his actions.

14

Bernard Butler, a truck driver in his
60s, was driving down the M6 in
Staffordshire in February 2005. Philip
O’Dowd was driving an articulated
vehicle, travelling northbound in lane
one, when a car struck his trailer with
such force that it caused him to veer
towards the central reservation. His
vehicle overturned and crossed into the

William Pemberton was a young man of
17 who lost his life in attempting to
defend his mother. He was at home in
Hermitage, Berkshire in November
2003. On the night of the event, Alan
Pemberton, William’s father exchanged
texts and telephone calls with William
and made threats towards his
estranged wife, William’s mother, Julia.
William spoke to his father at length to
try and diffuse the situation.
Alan Pemberton arrived at the house,
armed with a shotgun, in the early
evening, and William went outside and
closed the solid front door. Julia had
seen him coming up the drive with the
gun and had called the police. Alan
then shot William twice at close range.
He then went round the side of the
house to attempt entry via another door.
Despite his injuries, William followed
him to try and stop him entering the

house. Witnesses heard William
pleading with his father not to go into
the house and kill his mother. Alan
then turned around and shot William at
least three more times before he fell.
He then entered the house and killed
Julia and then himself. William also
died of his wounds. The Society’s In
Memoriam Testimonial has been
awarded in recognition of William
Pemberton’s bravery.

DAILY MIRROR

Curtis Wareing was walking through his
home town of Kidderminster in October
2007. As he crossed a canal bridge he
heard cries for help. On running to
investigate, he discovered that an
intoxicated youth of 14, who had
consumed two litres of cider, had,
while running on the path next to the
canal, fallen, banged his head on the
path and fallen into the canal. His
friends could not see him and had
shouted for help.

southbound carriageway eventually
hitting a tanker head on. An explosion
occurred and both vehicles burst into
flames. Mr Butler was the first to stop
at this scene of devastation, stopping his
vehicle in such a way as to protect the
scene. Despite the two vehicles being
on fire with gasses escaping, Butler ran
to offer assistance. The articulated

vehicle driver had escaped but was lying
on the ground, on fire and amongst
burning fluids. Butler used his coat to
dowse the flames and then used it as a
makeshift stretcher to drag Mr O’Dowd,
who weighed about 17 stones, to a safe
distance. Butler called for help from the
bystanders who had now gathered but
none came, presumably too shocked by
the scene. Although burnt himself,
Butler then went to the tanker vehicle
to try and save the trapped driver but
was beaten back by the intense heat.
The Coroner commented on Mr Butler’s
unselfish bravery saying that, despite
facing burning mangled wreckage,
intense fire and the danger from other
vehicles, Mr Butler had saved the driver’s
life. Mr Butler was awarded the Bronze
Medal of the Society. His story featured
in the Pride of Britain awards television
programme on 1st October 2008.
15
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a mother and child were trapped inside.
There was a man outside vomiting and
suffering from the effects of smoke
inhalation. Thick smoke was emanating
from the house. Mr McClurey went to the
rear and entered the house, crawling
along a corridor towards the sound of
screams from somewhere upstairs. He

was beaten back by heat and smoke.
Then, from the side of the house, he
tried to mount a ladder brought by a
neighbour to get to the upstairs bedroom
window where he could see a woman
screaming for help but the flames were
too intense at the downstairs window to
put the ladder where it was needed.
NIGEL DOBSON, NCJ MEDIA

He threw a child’s bath filled with sand
and water at the flames but it was not
sufficient to damp them down. He made
one last attempt at the rear of the house
to enter it again, by the passageway
he’d initially crawled through, when the
Fire Service arrived and took over.
Mother and child were both rescued
and taken to hospital suffering from
burns and smoke inhalation. For his
efforts to save lives at considerable risk
to himself, John McClurey has been
awarded the Society’s Bronze Medal.

Lee Hunt was a tube train driver on a
refreshment break in a room above
Edgware Road Underground Station on
7th July 2005 when, at around 8.50am
there was a loud bang and the building

shook. He and his colleagues made
their way quickly to the platforms and
found two stationary trains about 100
yards inside the tunnel, and the lifeless
body of a woman lying across the tracks.
They could hear a man screaming and
he made his way to find him. At a point
on the other side of the train from the
injured man, he met Adrian Heili, a
passenger who is a first-aider. Mr Hunt
ran round the end of the train whilst Mr
Heili dived underneath to reach Danny
Biddle. The two of them assisted Mr
Biddle by applying tourniquets and
dressings to his wounds. After Mr
Biddle had been evacuated, Mr Hunt
returned to the bombed carriage to
assist in the saving of a further 16 lives.
Lee Hunt has been awarded the
Society’s Bronze Medal. Earlier this
year he was also awarded the Queen’s
Commendation for Bravery.

EVENING STANDARD

John McClurey is a shopkeeper from
Newcastle-upon-Tyne. On 24th May
2008 he was working in his shop when
a passer-by asked him to dial 999 and
report a house on fire. As Mr McClurey
did so, he walked towards the fire to
establish the house number for the
operator. He was told by bystanders that

17
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NATIONAL EXPRESS EAST ANGLIA

from him. He had taken considerable
risk including that of initially jumping
onto the track, where the line was still
live, and he could have been killed by
moving trains. Daniel Ryan has been
awarded the Society’s Bronze Medal.

The 234th Annual General Court was
held at Haberdashers’ Hall, London
EC1, on Wednesday, 14 May 2008.
Mr Julian Spicer, OBE, Chairman and
Hon Treasurer, was in the Chair.

BRONZE MEDALS
Timothy Coulson
Peter Zimonjic
(received by Mr Coulson)

STEVE BROCK

supporting her head. He then called the
ambulance and, following instructions
of the operator, stood between the lines
and kept the now conscious woman
talking. After ten or fifteen minutes, a
former fire officer came and took over

IN-PRESS

Daniel Ryan, aged 16, whilst waiting
on a station platform at Hoddesdon,
Hertfordshire, on 22nd December 2007,
saw a woman fall onto the track in front
of a train. He jumped down onto the
track to where the woman was under
the first carriage and attempted to
ascertain whether she was alive.
Soon after, another train pulled in, which
he did not notice until the last minute.
In throwing himself to one side, he
broke his arm. Not realising he had done
this, he crawled under the train and
put the woman in the recovery position,

Annual General Court 2008

The guest speaker was Kate Adie, OBE,
author and broadcaster, who spoke
from her extensive experience of
reporting from war zones. She also
kindly agreed to present the awards.

PC David Martin
PC Stewart McIlroy
Inspector Gareth Davies
Michael Brightman

Lt Col Gordon Birdwood and Mrs Didy
Grahame were re-elected as Trustees of
the Society and to the Committee.

Kevin Lloyd

Messrs Ridley, Marreco and Co were
re-appointed as the Society’s Auditors.

TESTIMONIAL ON VELLUM

Mark Hewitt

Terence Mizen
Kate Adie presented awards to the
following:

18

David Alberto
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Historical notes
Dr William Hawes (1736-1808) and Dr Thomas
Cogan (1736-1818) found the ‘Humane Society for
the recovery of persons apparently drowned’.

1783

King George III becomes Patron and in 1787 permits
the Humane Society to style itself ‘Royal’.

1794

Old farmhouse in Hyde Park is used as a Receiving
House.

1806

Alexander I, Tsar of all the Russias, is awarded a Gold
Medal for saving the life of a peasant.

1828

specially minted Gold Medals for rescuing the
survivors of a shipwreck.
1873

The Stanhope Gold Medal is introduced. The first
recipient (1874) is Captain Matthew Webb for the
attempted rescue of a sailor from the Atlantic Ocean.

1954

Receiving House is demolished following war damage.

1959

The Society is incorporated by Royal Charter.

1974

200th anniversary of the founding of the Society is
marked by a Thanksgiving Service at St Paul’s
Cathedral. HRH Princess Alexandra becomes
President. Reception held at Haberdashers’ Hall
attended by Her Majesty The Queen.

Isambard Kingdom Brunel is awarded a Silver Medal
for his part in rescuing five men during the building
of the Thames Tunnel.
A new Receiving House is built in Hyde Park. The
first Duke of Wellington lays the foundation stone.

2000

1837

The Bronze Medal is introduced.

2008

1838

Grace Darling and her father, William, receive

1835

20

The first Police Medal is awarded to PC Wayne Martin
(Bedfordshire).
The Society’s archives are sent to the London
Metropolitan Archive for safekeeping and proper
cataloguing.

One hundred and
fifty years ago an
award of the
Society’s Silver
Medal was made
to a man who had
already been
awarded the Victoria Cross. This
remarkable seaman, John Sullivan, had
also been awarded the Conspicuous
Gallantry Medal.
Unfortunately there is very little detail
about the deed itself. Sullivan was the
Boatswain of HMS Gorgon, which was
in the harbour at Halifax in what is now
known as Nova Scotia. It was midnight
on the 6th September when an
intoxicated seaman fell overboard into
the icy waters. Sullivan jumped into
the water and dived to retrieve the
man, supporting him on the surface
until a rope was thrown. Following a

recommendation by Captain J Dayman
RN he was awarded the Silver Medal at
the Committee meeting on 12th
January 1859.
NATIONAL MARITME MUSEUM

1774

Out of the archives – 1858
guns from HMS Terrible. His gun was
at Green Hill Battery and, as the
position of some Russian guns was
hidden by a knoll, he volunteered to
plant a flag on the mound to act as an
aiming point. He spent some time
securing the flag even though under
continuous fire from enemy
sharpshooters. His action enabled the
battery to open fire on concealed
enemy guns which had been doing
great damage. He was awarded the
Victoria Cross.

JOHN SULLIVAN
Three years before the above events,
during the Crimean War, he had been
Boatswain’s Mate on HMS Roxbury
and, when the Naval Brigade was
formed to fight on land with the army,
he was appointed captain of one of the

10th April 1830 – 28th June 1884
Born and died in County Cork
Boatswain of Portsmouth
Dockyard 1873

21
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Committee and Officers
Trustees of the Royal Humane Society
during 2008
CHAIRMAN & TREASURER
Mr Julian Spicer, OBE
DEPUTY CHAIRMAN
Mr Richard Titley
COMMITTEE MEMBERS
Mrs Meri Benham
Lieutenant-Colonel Gordon Birdwood
Mr Richard Corfield (from July)
The Lady Louisa Cosgrave
Colonel Giles Crisp
Mrs Didy Grahame, OBE, MVO
Mr John Grandy

Major General Patrick MacLellan, CB
CVO, MBE
Mr Rupert Novis (from October)
Mrs Jennie Peel
Mrs Lynda Rose, MBE (from July)
Sir Nigel Southward, KCVO
Mr George Staple, CB, QC

Committee biographies
SECRETARY
Mr Dick Wilkinson, TD
SUPPORT STAFF
Mrs Diana Coke (Archivist)
until 28th July 2008
Mrs Mary Nayler (Awards Administrator)
Miss Janet Smith (Public Relations)
until 14th May 2008

Meri Benham (1994) is the Executive
Officer of the Royal Society of Portrait
Painters and was a guide at the Tate
Gallery for 25 years. She founded the
Rotherwick Gift Fair in 1984 and raised
almost a quarter of a million pounds for
charity during her time as Chairman.
Married with three grown-up children,
she lives in London and the Isle of Wight.
She is a keen yachtswoman and golfer.

Mr Tom Walduck
POLICE ADVISER
Chief Constable Simon Ash,
Suffolk Constabulary
Represented by
Inspector Robert Gurney,
Hertfordshire Constabulary

Lt Col Gordon Birdwood (1999) served
in the Blues and Royals and now works
for a facilities management company.
He is married with two daughters and
lives in London and Hampshire. He has
competed on the St Moritz Cresta Run
for 20 years and is keen on skiing,
surfing, wind surfing and tennis. He is
a Member of the Royal Household and
Gentleman Usher to HM The Queen.
Richard Corfield (2008) retired as
Chairman of a large insurance brokers
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in 2007 at the age of 52. He is
married with three children and lives in
Gloucestershire. His interests are art,
wine, skiing, shooting and fishing.
The Lady Louisa Cosgrave (2002) has
previously served as a visitor at
Winchester prison. She has also been a
Soldiers, Sailors, Airmen and Families
Association case worker and a
volunteer with the Cancer Care Trust.
Colonel Giles Crisp (2001) served in
the Coldstream Guards and now runs a
small herd of Red Poll cattle in Suffolk.
Married with three children, his interests
are shooting, fishing and dendrology.
Didy Grahame, OBE, MVO (1997) has
been Secretary to the Victoria Cross
and George Cross Association since
1970. She is involved with the Royal
Green Jackets Museum, the World
Pheasant Association, the Royal

Geographical Society and the
Commanderie de Bordeaux. Interests
include ornithology, travel and music.
John Grandy (1987) has a background
in army and civil helicopters. He is semiretired and works part time for Westland.
He has a consultancy business which
advises clients on yacht racing and is
Chairman of Cowes Week. He is
married and lives in Somerset. Other
interests are golf and shooting. He will
be Deputy Chairman from May 2008.
Major General Patrick MacLellan, CB,
CVO, MBE (1990) formerly served in
the Coldstream Guards. He has also
been Governor of The Tower of London
and was a member of the Court of
Common Council of the City of London.
Rupert Novis (2008) received the
Stanhope Gold Medal in 1988. He
served in the Coldstream Guards and
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now has a career in commodities
trading. He has three children and lives
in London and Hampshire. His interests
include ball games, water sports and
winter sports through to country sports.
Jennie Peel (1997) was a Governor of
Ashdown House School for seven years,
assisted with Riding for Disabled Group
in Buckingham Palace Mews and
subsequently Knightsbridge Barracks
for l5 years, was on the Committee for
the HomeStart Carol service at Guards
Chapel for six years and has been on
various other charity committees for oneoff events. She is a Trustee for PAPAA,
a charity she founded to research a
cure for and help psoriasis sufferers.
Lynda Rose, MBE (2008) was
Commandant of the FANY (Princess
Royal’s Volunteer Corps) 1998-2007.
She is a Governor of a local school in
Dorset and Trustee of Map Action. As
well as a husband and two married
daughters, her interests include horse
riding, sailing and opera.
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Sir Nigel Southward, KCVO (2006) was
formerly Apothecary to the Queen and
other members of the Royal Household.
He retired in 2003 to spend more time
sailing. His other interests are golf and
skiing. He is married with three children.
Julian Spicer, OBE (1974) His uncle R
T Hawes (a past chairman) was a direct
descendent of Dr William Hawes, one of
the founders of the Society. He became
Chairman in 2002 and will stand down
from this post in May 2009.
George Staple, CB, QC (2007) was a
partner in a leading City law firm and
Director of the Serious Fraud Office
1992-1997. He is a member of a
number of professional and regulatory
bodies and chairman of the Review
Board for Government Contracts 2002
to date. His interests are cricket,
walking and gardening.
Richard Titley (1989) is on the Board
of Glencairn (insurance) companies. He
is also a Non-Executive Director of XL

London Insurance Companies. He is a
Trustee of the British Council for the
Prevention of Blindness. He has a keen
interest in shooting, fishing and golf.
He became Deputy Chairman in 2002
and will be Chairman from May 2009.
Tom Walduck (1995) is Executive
Director and Joint Managing Director of
Imperial London Hotels and has a
number of other Directorships. He is a
Governor of Harrow School. He is
married with two sons and a daughter,
and his other interests include skiing,
shooting, historic rallying and cruising.
Inspector Rob Gurney acts as police
adviser on behalf of CC Simon Ash,
who has been the Association of Chief
Police Officers’ representative on the
Committee since November 2006.
Inspector Gurney has been with
Hertfordshire Constabulary for 20 years
and has held many appointments
including Staff Officer to the Chief and
Deputy Chief Constables. He is involved
in fund raising for the Prince's Trust.

Donors 2008
INDIVIDUALS, COMPANIES
AND TRUSTS
Society of Apothecaries
Aspect Communications
Association of Anaesthetists
Lt Col R W Charlton, OBE, DL (In mem)
Chevin Ladies Golf Club
(in memory of Stan Brewster)
Mr N Clephane-Cameron
A V & S Cohen Charitable Trust
Colchester Medical Society
Coulthurst Trust
Mr Peter Ellwood, CBE, DL
Mrs Katie Evans

G4S/Armor Group
The Goldsmiths’ Company
The Haberdashers’ Company
Miss Marion King (Legacy)
The Medical Society of London
Minories Holding Ltd
Orders and Medals Research Society
Mr J W Pearson
P F Charitable Trust
Shropshire County Council
J A Swire Charities
Lady Juliet Townsend, LVO
Wedlake Saint Solicitors
White Oak Charitable Trust

POLICE FORCES
Cheshire Constabulary
Cleveland Police
Derbyshire Constabulary
Devon & Cornwall Constabulary
Dyfed-Powys Police
Lincolnshire Police
Lothian & Borders Police
South Wales Police
South Yorkshire Police
Staffordshire Police
Suffolk Constabulary
Surrey Police
Sussex Police
West Mercia Constabulary
West Midlands Police
West Yorkshire Police
Wiltshire Police

25

2008 Royal Humane Society

Royal Humane Society 2008

Governors
We should like to thank the following
for their generous donations. Those
marked* became Governors in 2008.
LIFE GOVERNORS
Lord Ashcroft, KCMG
Mr T Bunting
Mr & Mrs Michael Campbell*
Mr & the Hon Mrs A E G Heber-Percy*
Mr and Mrs I M Laing
Mr Richard Oldfield*
Mr & Mrs T Walduck
Mr S C Whitbread, JP*
GOVERNORS
The late Mr T G Abell
Sir Jeremy Bagge, Bt, DL
Mr Craig Barclay*
Mr G R Barratt
Mr R Beaumont
Mr P W Bedford
Mr & Mrs K P Benham
Mr R Berghuys
Mr & Mrs M J Brooke*
26

How to become a Governor
Captain J Boddington, KStJ
Sir Andrew Buchanan, Bt*
Captain W W F Chatterton Dickson, RN
Marilyn and Jeremy Clegg*
Lord Crathorne*
Colonel J R G Crisp
His Honour Judge H M Daniel*
Mr J Dehn
Mr Clive Delamain
Mr M D Drury, CBE
Mr G L Eccleshall
Miss G Eves
Mr G E Garland
Captain B N Gibbs, DL
Duke of Grafton, KG*
Mr P Helmore
Mr E P Horne, BEM
Mr Richard Jewson*
Major General Patrick MacLellan, CB,
CVO, MBE
Mrs Jean Noble*
Duke of Northumberland, DL
Lt Col M A O’Sullivan, KStJ, CD
Maj Gen D Pennefather, CB, OBE

Lord Petre*
Sir John Riddell, Bt, KCVO*
Mrs Clare Russell, JP*
Mr N Sealy
Mr T Shah
Mr H H Skevington
Mrs B E Spicer
Mr J Spicer, OBE
Mr N J Squire
Mr G Staple, CB, QC
Mr D M Steen, OBE
Mr J M A Tamplin, MBE, TD
Mr Alan Titchmarsh, MBE, DL*
Lady Vallance of Tummell*
Dr E O Walwyn-Jones
The Rev K H Wayne
Dr M A Weller OBE, KStJ
Duke of Wellington KG, LVO, OBE,
MC, DL
Dr Roger Willoughby
Mr B A Wiseman
Dr R B Woodd-Walker

The Royal Humane Society is run by a
Committee, who are the Trustees of the
charity. In addition, becoming a
Governor of the Society provides an
opportunity for those who are supporters
of the Society to become a little more
involved.
Governors are invited to the Annual
General Court where they will meet
Committee Members and fellow
Governors as well as some of the
Society’s award recipients. Governors
names are printed in the Annual
Report, of which they will be sent a
copy, in recognition of their interest.

Our Royal Charter, drawn up in 1959,
stipulated a subscription of one guinea
a year for Governor or ten guineas for a
Life Governor. Unfortunately, we now
have to charge a little more, as follows:
Life Governor

£1,000

Joint Life Governors
(for a couple)

£1,500

Governor
(per annum)
Joint Governor
(per annum)

You may pay by cheque but please
consider paying by Standing Order by
completing the form on page 31 and, if
appropriate, the Gift Aid Declaration on
page 32.

£80

£120
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Financial overview
Incoming resources for the year
amounted to £89,429. Last year,
incoming resources amounted to
£100,717. Adjusting for the income
from the event ‘Engaging with Arabia’,
the 2008 incoming resources show an
increase of £33,310 on the previous
year. This increase is the result of a
rise in investment income and a
substantial rise in legacy and donations
of £23,746.
Resources expended were £97,506
(compared with £113,190 in 2007).
Adjusting for the event costs of
£13,440, there was a small decrease
of £2,243 in resources expended for
the year under review.
The market value of the charity’s fixed
asset investments decreased by
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SUMMARY OF INCOME

2008

2008

2007

2007

£

%

£

%

Investment income

39,948

45

29,849

30

Awards and presentations

Donations

41,485

46

23,239

23

Cost of staging events

Legacies received

5,500

6

165

0

Research fees

2,224

2

2,704

3

–

–

44,598

44

272

0

162

0

Income from events
Other sundry income
Totals

89,429

£188,040 over the year under review.
This was due to the drastic fall in the
world stock markets in the latter part of
the year.

100

100,717

100

The general fund, which is unrestricted,
decreased by £226,622 over the year.
Included in this figure is an unrealised
loss on revaluation of investment assets
at the balance sheet date.

SUMMARY OF EXPENDITURE

2008

2008

2007

2007

£

%

£

%

3,073

3

2,854

3

–

–

13,440

12

Rent and rates

25,227

26

22,871

20

Salaries

50,974

52

50,353

44

Management and administration

13,328

14

13,313

12

Investment management

3,069

3

2,517

2

Public relations and media

1,835

2

7,842

7

Total

97,506

100

113,190

100

Net outgoing resources

(8,077)

(12,743)

Realised and unrealised gains
on investments

(218,545)

35,565

Increase in funds

(226,622)

23,092

Auditors
Ridley Marreco & Co
Dove House, Mill Lane
Barford St Michael
OX15 ORH
Bankers
Drummonds at the
Royal Bank of Scotland
London SW1A 2DX
Solicitors
Winkworth & Pemberton
35 Great Peter Street
London SW1P 3LR
Investment Managers
Ingenious Asset Management Ltd
15 Golden Square
London W1F 9JG
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2008 in figures
386 medals and certificates were
awarded to people whose brave
deeds saved more than 200 lives.
Silver Medals

2

Bronze Medals

5

Testimonials on Vellum
Testimonials on Parchment

60

Standing Order

Please support us, by making a
donation, in our work of honouring
brave people who put the lives of
others before their own.

LEGACIES
All gifts and bequests to the Society by
Will are exempt from Inheritance Tax
and gifts of assets (shares, works of art
etc) are not liable to Capital Gains Tax.

To: The Manager

Address

Sort Code

BECOME A GOVERNOR
As a Governor, you will be invited to the
Annual General Court where you will
meet Committee Members and fellow
Governors as well as some of the award
recipients. You will also receive a copy
of the annual report in which your
name will be printed in recognition of
your gift. See more about becoming a
Governor on page 27.

Postcode

Starting on

I wish to make a monthly / quarterly / yearly
(please delete as appropriate) donation of:

My Name

BANK STANDING ORDER
A form for this is on page 31.

114

Certificates of Commendation

96

Resuscitation Certificates

107

In Memoriam Testimonial

2

The awards were made as follows:
Members of the public

226

Police officers

160

GIFT AID
Under the Gift Aid Scheme, you can
give any sum for which we can claim
back tax at the standard rate. This
means that every pound you donate is
actually worth £1.28 to us. Just
complete the Gift Aid form and return
it to us.

From my Account No.

Bank

£5

£

(please complete)

/

/20

My Address

to the Royal Humane Society
(Charity No. 231469)

Postcode

Drummonds at the Royal Bank of Scotland

Signed

Date

Sort Code 16-00-38

We also gave two annual awards:
Stanhope Gold Medal

1

Police Medal

1

30

Help us to honour brave people

Account No. 10321074
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Gift Aid Declaration
Title
Forename(s)
Surname
Address

Postcode
I am a UK taxpayer and would like the Royal Humane Society
to treat all donations in the six years prior to today’s date,
and in future, as Gift Aid donations. If I cease to be a
taxpayer, or the amount of tax I pay falls below the amount
reclaimed by the Society, I will inform you accordingly.

The illustration is of a button worn on the
uniform of the Society’s staff. There were
safety officers working in Hyde Park from
approximately 1825 until 1954. The
emblem of the Society
shows a cherub blowing
a torch in an attempt to
re-kindle it. The Latin
inscription reads ‘Lateat
scintillula forsan’,
meaning ‘Perhaps a tiny
spark lies therein’. Modern black copies of
the button have been commissioned in large
and small sizes, and are available for sale.
All enquiries to the Secretary.
PHOTO: JAN STARNES, COURTESY OF DIX NOONAN WEBB

Signed

Date

NB. You must pay an amount of income tax and/or capital
gains tax at least equal to the amount of tax the Royal
Humane Society will be reclaiming on your donations.
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